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Who needs a second car? 


Umpire 

cts over 
cCague 
earner 


Prescott plans to cut traffic pollution 
and switch lorry loads onto trains 


i f 


Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 

John Prescott yesterday 
weighed in on the side of bus- 
es and trains, and proudly fore- 
cast the end of the multi-car 
family, saying that having two 
cars in the drive was due to the 
“fa flare of public transport sys- 
tem" — and not a status symbol. 

“People will realise that they 
will not need two cars— and pay 
for two sets of tax discs and two 
insurance policies - because 
public transport will get them 
there,*' the Deputy Prime Min- 
ister said yesterday. 

Announcing tiie Govern- 
ment's proposals for an inte- 
grated transport policy, Mr 
Prescon made it clear that he 
was determined to undog 
Britain's road network. Buses, 
trains and trams should be an 
alternative for motorists and 
meet the needs of the “third of 
the population that do not have 
access to a car 1 . 


There were some new initia- 
tives in the consultation docu- 
ment he presented. Rail track, 
which owns the nation's stations 
and signalling, is preparing a 
study into an orbital rail system 
around London. Lorries from 
the main ports would drop their 
loads on to freight trains which 
would carry containers into and 
around the city before contin- 
uing northwards on the East and 
West Coast lines to the north. 
This, ministers believe, would re- 
duce road freight considerably, 
in particular on the M25. 

Mr Prescott did not rule out 
fiscal measures to price people 
out of cars. The consultation pa- 
per invites views on congestion 
charging, increasing parking 
rates and taxing company cars 
more heavily. This is only half 
the battle - he would need to 
convince the Treasury that mon- 
ey collected from motorists 
needed to be recycled into pub- 
lic. transport. 

Mr Prescott, who runs the De- 
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partmeot of Environment, Trans- 
port and the Regions, also risked 
the wrath of his Cabinet rival, the 
Chancellor, Gordon Brown, by 
saying that London Under- 
ground needed £lbn to meet its 
investment needs, and added that 
he favoured changing Treasury 
rules in order to get Fl “I think 
we could be a bit more adven- 
turous change the Treasury rules 
to allow public bodies to borrow 
... like they do in Europe". 

Stressing that (hiring a car 
would not become an offence, 
he urged British motorists to fol- 
low the lead of continental Eu- 
ropeans, who have higher rates 
of car ownership but use their 
vehicles less. 

When asked whether be 
thought the Parisian initiative to 
cut deket prices in half on pub- 
lic transport in order to reduce 
pollution could be emulated in 
Britain, he replied that London 
Underground would not have 
the capacity to cope. 

Pressed by reporters about a 
mythical man living in Bodmin, 
who had only a “second-class 
road network, a third-class rail- 
way and no buses”, Mr Prescott 
grew dearly exasperated. “1 
am not going to suggest he gives 
up his car if that is all he’s got, 
amM?” 

But the consultation docu- 
ment got a distinctly frosty re- 
ception from transport and 
green groups.. 

“ The Retail Motor Industry 
Federation, the body that rep- 
resents car dealerships, issued 
a press release headed: 
“Prescott's glib solutions not the 
answer”. 

Motoring organisations dis- 
agreed. Both the AA and the 
RAC welcomed the document, 
but both stressed that getting 
“proper funding" was the key. 

“Mr Prescott should stop 
prevaricating," said a 
spokesman from Friends of the 
Earth. “And instead should get 
on with funding quick, cheap 
measures like traffic calming, 
bus lanes and cycle routes.” 

Letters, page 17 
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Left fuming; One of John Prescott's alms is to benefit the third of the population who do not have access to a car Photograph: John Lawrence 

Reports of a death may be premature 


The long-awaited death of the 
old transport system will mark 
the end of a number of cher- 
ished British institutions: traf- 
fic jams, polluted air and 
excessive bus queues to name 
bat a few. Still, it hasn’t quite 
come to that yet. 

Yesterday' s consultation doc- 
ument was launched by the 
tough-taUdng, if sometimes 
jovial Deputy Prime Minister 
John Leslie Prescott (born 
Prestatyn, North Wiles 31 May 
1938), aided by Gavin Steel 
Strang (born Dundee 10 July 
1943) and Michael Hugh 
Meacher (bom Hemel Hemp- 
stead 4 November 1939), All 
looked disappointingly robust. 


From Our Wrong 
Correspondent ... 

Annabel Freyberg (Deputy Obituaries 
Editor) watched John Prescott announce 
the demise (he hopes) of the traffic jam 


though Strang spent most of the 
meeting gazing disconsolately 
into the distance. There was no 
disguising it. This was a wake. 

• Ever since William Husk- 
issoo MP was mown down by a 
train at the opening of the 


Pupils break records 
with thirteen As 
and a string of stars 


cw 


- Judith Judd 

j. . - • Education Editor 

•J O' Records tumbled yesterday as 
nearlv 600,000 GCSE candi- 

. - daies celebrated or sobbed over 
‘ffiefr exam results. John Chap- 
:.z ;■ : man and Garry Florence from 

- V the .same Gateshead school 
:_2 scored 13 gradeAs-seven each 
L J v ^ A,* - thought to be the high- 

est-everhuntfierof AsatGCSE. 

v Rh- H eather Florence, Gar- 

' ■ i -rv’s mother, who left school at 
: : i5 and is now a directory in- 

* -twines operator,- his success 
■ v -ei.Was “quite frightening". ' 

* W' ■ Sbe said: “Wt are just ordi- 
^ ^Bnary working-class people. I 
• i'&can t believe it. 1 am on cloud 

I knew he had worked re- 

• " really hard, bur I didn’t ex- 

! this- He kj usl a nonnal. 

-* '-£§» he is football-mad and 
Shorts Manchester United. 


-:-£4rC.._ 


Both boys attend Emmanuel 
City Technology College, where 
teachers said that Garry had 
been in middle-ability sets when 
he started secondary school 
but had forged ahead in the last 
two years. . 

John, who has just qualified 
as a lifeguard, said he was sur- 
prised to do so well because the 

exams were much harder than 
the “mock” exams, particular- 
ly the German. 

The last time a candidate 
scored 13 A grades m a 16-plus 
exam at a single sitting was m 
1975 in the old O-IeveL 
- In Bi rmin gham. a girl who 
. sometimes cannot even hold a 
pen because of a nerve problem 
m her arms heard that she had 
ten A* grades. Mehreen All, 
aged Id, a pupil at King Edward 
VI Handsworth Grammar, was 
allowed to use a computer for 


her because sbe finds 

writing so painful The disorder, 
whictfhas baffled doctors, also 
causes migraines. 

She said: “The computer 
kept crashing during the exams. 
It froze daring both Latin ex- 
ams, both religious studies ex- 
ams and three English exams 
and I bad to repeat what Td al- 
ready done.” 

In Somerset, Arthur Lovell, 
a pupil at Whitstone Commu- 
nity School in Shepton Malle tt, 
scored 12 A*s. Arthur is the el- 
dest of sir children, and his fam- 
ily has no television. Besides his 
academic prowess, be also plays 
the violin in Somerset County 
Youth Orchestra and is paint-' 
ing a mural on a school wall. 



Celebration: Janine Harbome (right) of Withington Girls’ 
School Manchester, Who got nine A grades in her GCSEs 


Seven-year-old Nisha San- 
thiraraja from north London be- 


came the voungest person to 
pass a GCSE when she 


achieved grade C in computing 
studies. Two 11 -year-olds from 
Grove primary school, Birm- 
ingham passed maths with C 
grades. The school pointed out 
that neither had seamed the top 
grade in the 11-year-old national . 
tests, suggesting a mismatch 
between the tiro exams. 


Andrew Watford’s delight at 
his nine As, six at A* , was mixed 
with sadness. His father died just 
three days before the exams but 
be bad placed a £50 bet on the 
results. Yesterday; the family 
picked up his winnings of £450. 

Dawn rush, page 3 
- Leading article, page 17 


Alex Greaves: a winner 


Greg Wood 

You need a racing brain to 
. be a top Flat jockey, and an 
intuitive understanding of race- 
horses, and pin-sharp judge- 
ment of pace and posmomng. 
. You also need to weigh about 
eight stone. 

You do not need in unusual 
abundance raw physical 
strength, and yet, until yester- 
day, no woman jockey had ever 

won one- of the dozen or top 

flight races. ■ 

For 29 -year-old Alex 


Greaves, a shared dead-heat vi> 

tory in the Nunthorpe Slakes at 
York was her reward far years 
of bard graft 

As an apprentice rider almo st 

a decade ago. sbe rode so many 

winners aLone small Midlands 
track that she earned the name 
the “Queen of Southwell” Yet 
even this was a barbed comment 
- it might just as well have been 
“The Queen of Nowhere”. And 
rh*r- despite important winners 
like Amenable in the Lincoln 
Handicap, was often where her 
career appeared to be hea d i n g. 


But if a woman was ever go- 
ing to break through the chau- 
vinism- among trainers and 
owners which generally smoth- 
ers their careers before they 
have even begun, it was always 
likely to be Ms Greaves. 

It is no coin cadence that Ya 
Malak, her winning mount yes- 
terday. is trained by David 
Nidiofls, her husband. A fanner 
jockey himself, he admits that 
during his own days in the sad- 
dle, his opinion of female rid- 
ers was less than flattering. 

Altitudes may now be chang- 


ing, but racing s generally at least 
20 years behind the times. It is 
only 31 years, for instance, since 
the Jockey Chib agreed to issue 
training licences to women. 

If chauvinism is receding, it 
K doing so far too slowly to ben- 
efit Greaves, or probably the 
□ext three or four generations 
of talented women riders. Every 
positive step is a cause for cel- 
ebration, however, and she has 
done the cause of Britain’s 
under-valued, marginalised 
women jockeys no end of good. 

Race report, page 25 


Manchester and Liverpool Rail- 
way in 1830, there has been a de- 
liciously dangerous frisson when 
ministers play with new forms of 
transport Tne signs were ex- 
cellent The room where the 
conference was held was tomb- 
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BP drops action 

Bank accounts belonging to 
Greenpeace and several of its 
members were unfrozen after 
BP suspended its legal action for 
£1 .4m damages. Page 7 

Hunters claim victory 

Deer hunters claimed victory 
over the National Thist even 
though they failed to lift a ban 
on staghunting. Page 7 

Mir space walk 

Two Russian cosmonauts on 
Mir will take a risky internal- 
space walk today. Page 15 
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like -windowless and painted an 
unexciting shade of grey. 

Prescott (educated Ellesmere 
Port Secondary Modem School 
Ruskm College, Oxford and 
Hull University) spoke proud- 
ly of his encounter with a C2 bus 
earlier in the day. 

“There has been a sea- 
change in public opinion", he in- 
toned, referring to his time on 
the ocean wave (Steward, Pas- 
senger Lines. Merchant Navy 
1955-63), and then he was off 
at express-train rate, rattling but 
not rattled, never glancing at his 
notes, reaching for yet more up- 
beat words - integration, im- 
provements, holistic. 

Jeers and counter-attacks by 


heartless journalists were par- 
ried with a smile. Prescott (mar- 
ried 1961 Pauline Tflston: two 
sons) spoke movingly of his hon- 
eymoon period, of how in 17 
weeks Labour had had more 
success in pushing Transport 
forward than the Tories in IS 
years. 

As he bounded along, punch- 
ing out challenging "ideas, I 
found myself wondering: how 
long can' this man last? In his 
current role that is. Certainly till 
he has rung the death knell for 
over-dependence on cars. 

The traffic jam, travellers' 
scurge: bom Hfes tern world, 
early 20th century; died, hope- 
fully, end 20th century. 
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significant shorts 


Investors warned of ‘virtual’ 
conmen on the Internet 

Internet users were warned yesterday to beware online conmen 
who copy the web sites and logos of legitimate investment firms in 
order to rip off eager would-be investors. 

The Securities and Investments Board (SIB), which regulates the 
financial services industry, said there have already been several 
cases of ‘‘copycat" sites on the World Wide Web. 

The enormous growth of the Internet which is doubling in users 
roughly every six months, is matched only by the rapid expansion of 
online commerce - and attempted fraud. Would-be conmen can 
easily register and set up their own, apparently legal, web sites. It 
takes moments to surf to a legitimate business’s site, where simply 
accessing the page makes it possible to copy all or part of the 
contents. The fake copied site can then be used as a “virtual 
shopfront" to tempt the unwary into providing personal financial 
data or even money. Charles Arthur 

Cash machine spills toxic fumes 

Twelve bank staff were treated in hospital yesterday after toxic 
fumes spilled from a cash machine. A customer was using the 
machine inside a Halifax branch in Victoria, central London when 
a small electrical fire started. The customer was given first aid and 
staff who went to help got fumes in their eyes and throat 
The area was cordoned off while firefighters tried to find out 
what chemical was coming from the machine. 

Casualties were taken to hospital but were not badly hurt and 
were expected to go home after a check-up. 

A Halifax spokesman said the customer went back to work after 
treatment in the branch. 

Stalker jailed for 15 months 

A stalker who terrorised his ex-girlfriend for nine months was 
yesterday jailed for 15 months. 

Southampton Crown Court heard that Paul Cox, 34, had 
“dominated" Sandra Holland, 36, with a series of gruesome acts 
and threats after they split up in January last year. On one occasion 
Cox, a heating engineer, posted raw liver through her letterbox and 
left a severed chicken’s head on a bible under a dustbin at her 
mother's house. 

He repeatedly telephoned her at her home in New Milton, 
Hampshire, alternating silent calls with death threats. On one 
occasion Cox rang Miss Holland 22 times during a two-hour 
period. 

His bombardment of calls forced the single mother to change 
her number three times. 

Skunk Anansie named top band 

British Indie rockers Skunk 
Anansie were yesterday named 
best British band and top live 
act at the Kermng! music 
ma gazine awards. 

The south- London group, 
who released the aodaimed 
Stoosh album, received their 
awards from last year’s winners 
Terrorvisicm and Tura Satana. 

Skunk Anansie are fronted 
by bisexual black singer Skin 
(pictured), who refuses to talk 
about Bntpop and recently told 
journalists she would smash 
them in the face if they asked her about Oasis. 

American gothic rockers Marilyn Manson scooped best live 
international act and best band in the world. Other winners were 
The Prtxligy for their Breathe video and surf rockers Reef who took 
the award for best single with “Place Your Hands On Me". 

Search for custody-battle child 

Police in Whies yesterday stepped up the search for a six-year-old 
girl caught up in a custody battle who disappeared with her father 
at the weekend. 

Wilfrid Hartnagel and his daughter Sharon, who was born in 
Whies, left their home at Llanidloes, Powys, shortly before foe girl’s 
mother. Ines Kottenhof, arrived from Germany to collect foe little 
girL Earlier this month Ms Kottenhof won a court order riving her 


even if it meant going to prison. Police are not concerned for 
Sharon's safely but said that reports of sightings so far had proved 
fruitless. Tony Heath 

Racist response to fine cost £350 

A man who wrote a racist letter to a traffic wardens' office after 
being given a £40 parking ticket has been hit with a £350 legal ML 
John Duggan sent the letter, littered with four-letter words and 
racist references, along with a cheque to pay for the parking fine 
earlier this year. But Haringey Council in north London decided to 
prosecute after foe black member of staff who opened the letter 
was “shocked” by its contents. Duggan was fined £250 and ordered 
to pay £100 costs by Haringey magistrates. 

Students’ Internet ideas wanted 

Students could win up to £3,000 for coming up with new ideas for 
using the Internet They are invited to submit their ideas for 
innovative applications of online technology to a special home page, 
where they will be viewed by judges. 

The Young ISCAs (Information Society Creativity Awards) are a 
part of foe Department of Trade and Industry’s Information Society 
Initiative for businesses. 
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‘ fted foe etiyofSan Petfroriear the‘ Liberian bar-. 


'All came. to SanPedro, on the Ivory Coast, after a 
Roman Catholic nun who (3u^frfriJber5an refugee 
children at a mission in the city embarked oaaletter- 
wriHng campaign to raise funds forfood, medicine and 
school. suppBes. v r *• ' T ' • \ \ 

- ^ never actually expected to get suefra response,” 


and from Yhnk Boxy, a Canadian entrepreneur whose 


based maat substitute that has freeniujed tofeed- 
-refugees elsewhere ev Africa.^ J - 1". ' 

Thetwmeo jpriedforc^tomako thetripto West 
Africa anddeftverVftaPrb, along with toys and medi- 
cine, to the Centre Bgn Berger CathoBo Mission in San 
Pedro. Bister Befoparv cares for it& Liberian children - 
i- 61 of them harklkMpped at the mission,. Sho 
.said about 400 others in tfwarba also rBly on tier for 
food and care. V T "i ■ 


Medicine 
woman down 
with fever 

Jane Seymour, the star of the 
television show Dr Quinn, 
Medicine Woman, is undergoing 
urgent medical treatment herself 
after succumbing to a nasty bout 
of dengue fever. 

The actress was bitten by a 
mosquito while she was staying 
on a Caribbean Island and is so ill 
that the filming of her latest movie. 
The New Swiss Family Robinson - 
a remake of thB Disney classic - 
has had to be delayed. 

Seymour, who stare opposite 
her real-life husband, James 
Keach, in the film which Is 
being shot in Puerto Rico, has had 
to soap plans for a holiday In her 
native England once filming is 
over. 

In the film the Robinsons set 



WEATHER 



The Briiish isles 


General Summary and Outlook 

Northern and western pans of Scotland will 
be breezy with showers, but most of Scotland, 
North VVhles, northern England and Northern 
Ireland will have a dry and sunny day with 
pleasant temperatures and humidity. South- 
ern and centra] England. East Anglia and 
south Whies will be cloudy with patchy light 
r ain and only a few brighter spells. It will 
again be humid, especially in the south-east, 
and many southern and western coasts will be 
affected by mist and fog patches. 

■tomorrow wilJ bring rain, some of it heavy, 
to much of Scotland and the north of Britain, 
whilst the south and east stay mainly diy but 
rather warm and humid. On Sunday, the 
south-east will be wet while the rest of the 
country enjoys dry weather. Showers will 
affect north-west Scotland. On Monday, 
heavy showers will move from the south to 
affect eastern areas of Englan d and Scotland, 
while the west stays dry. Ttiesday will see 
showers in the east with some sun in the west. 


sail from Hong Kong to Australia, 
but the evil character played 
by David Caradine is on their trail 
and the journey becomes an 
adventure. 

Once known as the self-styled 
Queen of Romance, the film is a 
new type of role for Seymour, a 
former Bond girl who plays a 
tough frontiers woman in the Dr 
Quinn series. 

Talking about her new project, 
she said: “It’s the sort of dream a 
modem-age businessman might 
imagine - sailing off around the 
world with his family.” 


Europe ond The World 
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Barcelona 
Beirut 
Berlm 
Brisbane 


Aberdeen R 
Anglesey R 
Ayr n/a 

Belfast F 
Birmingham B 
Blackpool R 
Bournemouth C 
Brighton F 
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Kuala Lumpur C 32 90 
LasRalmas F 25 77 
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Cape Town 

Chicago 

Copenhagen 

Corfu 

Frankfurt 
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Helsinki 


S 31 88 
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F 24 75 
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Melbourne 
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Moscow 
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New Delhi 
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Yesterday's Readings 
NO.- O, 

London Moderate Moderate 

S England Moderate Moderate 

Wales Good Good 

C England Good Good 

N England Good Goai 

Scotland Good Good 

N Ireland Good Good 


Outlook for Ibday 
NO- 

London Good’ 

SEngand Good 

Wales Good 

CErgand Good 

N England Good 

Scotland Good 

N Ireland ftnrri 


.. -Ali, SS^suffere from Parkinson's disease and 
speaks in a barriy audfote whisper, but he shook hands 
andJfailedjqke punches virtfo scores of chadren who 
croMkiedffhe missfongrounds to sea him. 

‘ Aft’s most famous visit to Africa was in 1974, when 
he beatGeorge Foreman in Kinshasa, in what was then 
Zaire^ in ttieir heavyweight title bout known as the 
Rqrnbfe in the Jungle. He returned to Africa in 1960 
for afar less successful trip, frying to persuade African 
countries tofoUawthe United States in a poiftJcaJ boy- 
cott of foat year’s Moscow Olympic Games. 

- Many African countries refused to go along with the 
boycott 

hraiy Coast became home to some 350,000 Liber- 
ian refugees during Liberia’s savon-year civil war. The 
war ended late last year and the country’s presiden- 
tial elections held in July were peaceful, but many 
refugees have yet to return to their homeland for fear 
of a renewal of violence or because their homes were 
defrayed in the fighting. 

Sister Beltran said she hoped eventually to move 
all the children at the San Pedro mission to Liberia. 


Police identify 
‘lady of the lake’ 

Police have identified a mystery 
body known as "lady of the lake” 
which was found bound and 
weighted at the bottom of 
Coniston Water in Cumbria a 
week ago. 

The name of the woman will be 
revealed by detectives today; 
police are expected to name the 
body as that of Carol Park, a 31- 
year-old primary school teacher, 
who disappeared from her home 
near Barrow-in-Furness, 14 miles 
from the lake, in 1976. 

Mrs Park, who had three young 
children, vanished from the 
bungalow she shared with her 
husband Gordon, in Leece, 
near Barrow, while the rest of 
the family were on a day trip to 
Blackpool. 

Police were able to identify the 
remains after experts reconstructed 
her jaw, mouth and teeth. 

Jason Bennetto 


AA Road watch 


L«HkM. Richmond ftuk between 
Kkipwn Gale and Ham Gale dosed 
6>r roadworks mail Od 3L 
London, A306 Hommaantfa Btidjji. 
Closed untS January l'WS. 

Surrey, M25 JS-10. Lone closures 
both trays undl further notice. 
Staffordshire. A5D Stake On IrenL 
Mgarmris at Meirunril March 19S&. 

Leicestershire, Ml J24 and Sanity 

btand. Wart far die new Derby 
Southern Bypao. 

Grenier Manchester. A58 Pni Rd. 
Ckoed southbound between the Afi 
and Cricketers Wiy. Dheocon via Afi 
and Bohan Rood until Oct 34. 
Mccseyai^AfW Btxrtlc Stanley Rd 
de w ed ug flUi s tu d until further notice. 
TVne & War, A 19 Newcastle area. 
Roadworks of KBEngnorth. 
V\fcsJ , \brks.MIJ47. Major loag^enn 
raadwariB until Scpl 15. 

Nonh Yorks, A1 Tharruby-OD-'fcci 

RaaJhmricL 

GtyoTCSasgaw. M8J25.ajde71m- 
nd A739Cardonald luaduage has 
narrow lanes h «h ways due to road- 
works until Aug 30. 

Out md about with AA Road- 
watch can 0338 401 faMhe latest 
lacd ana notional traffic news. Srucu: 
Tho flutomobUe Asaotsanon. Cals 
ehargM at 50p per nwiuse at M Dines 
(ne VA1). 


Sun and Moon 
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PSYCHOLOGY 

For a healthier heart, turn 
into a shrinking violet 

SubnrissivE women who are content to lake a back seat have fewer 

heart attacks than their more self-assured sisters wlm instst on 

plswing a dominant role, researchers have found. > 

Saentistsat Edinburgh University who g?ve perstmmny t«ts to ; 
1,600 men and women found that submissiveness had little effect . . 
on a man’s risk of having a heart attack but reduced the risk a mo n g 
womenbyoeariya tfafraT - - - i - “ 

Dr Maifoa Whiteman, who led foe research, said: >T“ e pcop*® 
who scored highly oc foe submissiveness scale are content to be • 
rtiar way. They have not been forced to submit to anyone — it is 
their nature to be meek.” ■ . ' * . . 

The findings, published in foe Lancet , support the results or ^ t- 
previous studies linking personality and mortality risk. Some : ^ •• 
studies have shown that aggressive, highly competitive peop to—-- 
those with Type A personalities ^fece a greater heart attack threat 
than placid fype B individuals. . Joremy Wuranc*. 


TOBACCO ^ ?r 

Pregnant smokers ignore risks 

More women are smokmg during pregnancy because slig r .doniit : ' 
believe it is a danger to themselves or the baby; it was revealed , " 



yesterday. „ . 

Fifty per cent of pregnant women who smoke have their first 
cigarette within half an hour of waking up, with 20 percent-* 
smoking within five minutes. And pregnant whm who gsssake.are." 
more likely to deny the dangers of smoking than non-smokers, -r 
according to research by the Health Education Authority. 

The findings come as an increasing number of women chose to .=•" 
continue smoking during pregnancy despite it being finked with an 
increased risk of ectopic pregnancy low birth weight, increased 
risk of miscarriage and Sudden Infant Death Syndrome. In 15KHS, 
32 per cent of pregnant women were regular smokers compared 
with 29 per cent in 1995. According to the research, which will be 
presented to the 10th World Conference on Tobacco or Health hi . 
Peking this weekend, 93 per cent o f smok ers, comp ared w ith 41 per 
re n t o? non-smokers, do not think c u llin g down or stopping 
smokin g during pregnancy is important 


FINANCE 

Summertime, and spending is easy 


hour 6 AGES 
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Ot/e thf tots' 

HoLipArs— _ 


AJ 



Parents spend nearly £500 on each child to keep them entertained 
over foe summer holidays, a report revealed yesterday. 

The six-week bill to amuse children out of school adds up to 
£464.50, including a holiday, trips to foe cinema and theme parks, 
toys and games. The biggest cost is foe annual holiday which costs 
an average of £950 for a family of four - £227 for each child. 
Summer school costs around £51, hob'day.dothes £50, trips to • 
theme parks £28, zoos £17 and watching the latest films £13. 

Other costs include visa tine local events such as fetes and fairs, 
costing £19, and days out with the family which cost around £32. 

For families with more than one child, the cost of foe summer 
can run into thousands of pounds, especially if extra child care has 
to be arranged by working parents. The survey, from foe debit card 
company Switch, said that one in ten mothers took on extra work 
over foe holidays to fund their diiklren's fun, while two-thirds of 
parents saved for months to ensure a good summer.. 


VALUES 

London full of cultured hedonists 

Londoners are hedonistic risk-takers keen to team from other 
cultures and concerned about the environment, according to a 
report by the independent think tank, Demos. 

The study, \blues Added, was commissioned by the London 
Planning Advisory Committee and the London Arts Board, and 
has revealed that Britain is moving away from “little Englander” 
values and that the capital is leading that shift. It found that 
compared with the British as a whole, Londoners are more 
tolerant of traditionally frowned upon activities such as drug 
taking, and 37 per c*mt of them believe that “people should not be 
prosecuted for possessing small amounts of heroin, compared with 
21 percent in the country as a whole”. 


HEALTH 

Obesity spreads round the work) 

Obesity has become so widespread it should be considered a 
worldwide pandemic, experts claimed today. 

Researchers from Australia and New Zealand said a new 
approach was needed to tackle the problem. 

Wiring in the British Medical Journal, they said one es tima te 
suggested foe average adult Australian had grown heavier by one 
gram a day over the past decade, despite increased awareness of 
foe dangers. According to foe Royal College of Physicians, foe 
number of adults in England who qualified as being obese doubled 
from 1980 to 1994. Obesity is linked to a range of health problems 
including diabetes, heart disease, and certain types of cancer. The 
researchers wrote: “Obesity presents us with two challenges, to 
treat people who are currently obese and to prevent obesity in 
pe opl e who are lean. Neither of these challenges are currently 




NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 43.6% of 
the raw material for UK 
newspapers in 1996 


THE INDEPENDENT ABROAD 


Austria .ScMO 

Bogum BFrgO 

Canaries ... Jts300 
C»rus ....£020 

Danmarti JHolB 

tosh Rep 45o 

France J=rt4 

Goman* ...1X44.5 
Greece 1XS5Q 

LiessmOoui . . _LF60 


NTanfls FE.00 

rat/ 14,500 

Marten . . . Eec325 
Malta 43 cents 

Norway IW20 

Rxtugai . . . 

Spam PB300 

Sweden, ... .SU2L 
Swtorfand . Sfri.OO 
USA S3.00 


GVBRSEAS SUBSCRIPTIONS 
* mas. 13 nria: Bnpe fna76; 2» I fMfc 
Em. Amenta. Aha end MU mwa Zone 2(ftr 
Ehb and Austrian) {308.70, to erdet pteM send 
rf'EMpayritotDJdraorakaaHxmaMaffiSmkn 
UtBCUMobu UWonO*91RoneJMWto01Ji- 
538 82S8. Oatit CM! wefcome. 

BACK ISSUES 

Bar* esuag or»M wwtfw was*** tram 















• - 




THE INDErENnFlNT • FRIDAY 22 ATTP.URT 1997 


news 




r *teart 

8 vio^ 


GCSE day of joy and tears, but for others 
there’s a more important thing called Oasis 
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Making a dash fire fc Whfle maty teenagers rushed to get ther GCSE exam resute yesterday (PtotofiJaph: Joan Russeft'Guasfian), others were nrore keen to be among the first 6 i queues at record shops to bty Oasis' tt^atoum, 8e Here Afow Phapgap^F^terMaaian-nid 
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6 They yelled with delight, wept, and took 
long drags on cigarettes as they clutched 
the envelopes containing their scores ?. 


Esther Leach 


*r- » - *r. 


Pupils yelled with delight, some 
cried while others took long 
drags on cigarettes yesterday 
as they clutched die envelopes 
with their GCSE results at 
Lawnswood School in Leeds. 

Most of the results were 
good about’* dozen were out- 
standing, others were unex- 
pectedly disappointing; 

Pauline Horswill, the year 
head, had been' prepared for. 
anything. Her handwritten 
notices around the school hall 
told students not ro leave with- 
out talking to a tutor about their 
results, good or bad. 

‘Tin rather like a mother hen. 
I'm afraid. But after spending 
five years with them you feel like 
you own them." she said. 

“We are asking them to fill in 
a questionnaire about their 


plans for the future. Even the 
successful ones can panic - 
they go through quite a bit of 
anxiety. 

“There are teachers here to 
guide and advise students. 
There are bound to be disap- 
pointments, but on the whole 
most seem quite happy with 
-what they've got." 

Freyja Hirk. 16, was more 
than happy with her grade A in 
drama, and a C in maths 
pleased bet too. - = 

“I want to be an actress, so 
Tm pleased with the grade A in 
drama, and the C in maths is 
quite 3 suiprise. Til go on to 
sixth form then hopefully uni- 
versity and then drama college 
after that” 

The threat of student fees 
once she got to university didn't 
trouble her too much: “I'm 
fortunate, I suppose. My par- 


ents are in a portion to help me 
financially.’’ 

Daniel Hansboro, 16, sat on 
a bench in the school hall, 
reading and re-reading his 
results. *Tve got B in maths and 
B in science, I can’t believe 
it 1 wasn’t expecting it, 1 also 
got C in business studies, 
though. But Bin maths will be 
good for computer courses. I 
want to get into computers 
eventually. In the meantime 
1 m stay on here and go on to the 
sixth form.” 

His friend Paul Heselcfine, 16, 
was less certain about his future 
other than he wanted to leave 
the school. 

“I’m not so happy with my 
results- 1 got C in English and 
E in design. I want to So some- 
thing in computers, but I won’t 
stay here to do it. I think it’s 
time for a change,” he said. 


Meanwhile, the retiring head 
teacher, Qive Robinson, 53, 
looked on for the last time as 
the students collected their re- 
sults. “We have had some very 
good results,” he said holding 
a piece of paper listing at least 
a dozen students with up to 
eight passes, most of them with 
straight As. 

“But there are those who 
didn’t expect anything who 
have achieved something, and 
these are success stories too-” 

He said this year was not as 
good as the last two years at 
Lawnswood, which has 1,540 
students, aged from 11-18. 

“Cohorts of children Vary, 
teaching methods haven’t 
changed, and I imagine the 
marking hasn't, either. 

“It's unrealistic to be great 
every year - there will always be 
ups and downs.” 


* I would rather buy the album first and 
then get my results. It's a matter of 
getting the good news before the bad *> 


Louise Hancock 
and Lucy McDonald 


It was a question of getting your 
priorities right Exam results 
could wait, but the Brothers 
Gallagher, apparently, could 
not 

Outside HMV in Guildford, 
Surrey, 16-year-old Sophie 
Harding, was among the crowd 
of yawning youngsters which 
had opted to queue for the new 
Oasis album yesterday morning, 
rather than rushing off to col- 
lect GCSE results. “The launch 
of the new Oasis album is more 
important to me than my 
GCSEs - Oasis come first in 
everything.” she said. 

Another teenager, who had 
joined the line at 7.30am, 
summed up the feelings of 
many, saying: “Td rather bin/ the 
album first and then get my re- 


sults. The good news before the 
bad.” 

One step ahead, Brendan 
Carey, 16, got up at 630am to 
get to Virgin in Wimbledon in 
time to be amongst the first to 
buy the album. “I love Oasis. I 
can play all their songs on my 
guitar. I revised to Oa^, so they 
are obviously more important 
than my results.” 

* Jonathan Duffy observed 
wryly: “I’ve waited 22 months 
for the new album, and only 2 
months for the results.” Paul 
Murrell, 16, said: “It means 
more to me than anything. I 
don’t care about ray results - 
this is more important. I’m re- 
ally excited and Tm going home 
to play it right now.” 

Luke, 16, admitted his reasons 
for being first in line were of a 
more practical nature. “1 need 
cheering up in case my results 



are bad” And Nun Hakavon 
said’ “I’m here to escape pres- 
sure from my parents over exam 
results. It doesn't mean it’s 
more important- it’s just some- 
thing you've got to do.” 

Tbm Ellis, another GCSE 
student, said: ‘It's more impor- 
tant than anything. I mean, I 
wouldn'rj 
moi 

I 

bankers proved to be similarly 
committed, -although the de- 
mands of work meant that 
many offices selected one un- 
lucky person to queue for the 
album and buy in bulk. 

Steve Brett, the manager of 
Virgin Bishopsgate, in the heart 
of the Square Mile, said: “Both 
Bishopsgate and Poultry stores 
sold 500 albums in the first hour 
- unheard of by City stan- 
dards.” 


A spokesman for HMV pre- 
dicted that it would have sold 

50.000 copies by the end of the 
first day. Estimates for the 
weekend are as high as 500.000 
copies nationwide, making it the 
fastest-selling UK album ever. 

Kate Waterfall, of Virgin, 
said: “If we had closed our 
doors at 9am, the album would 
still have been the biggest sell- 
er this week. Stores across the 
UK and Ireland sold on aver- 
age 9,000 copies an hour all day. 
A few stores have even sold out 
on the first day, which has nev- 
er happened before.” 

The biggesi-seller in its first 
week in the UK was Thriller . by 
Michael Jackson, at 375,000. 
while Oasis' last album, (What s 
The Story l Morning Glory sold 

370.000 in its first week. 

“Be Here New will definitely 
beat that,” said Ms Waterfall. 
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Vegetarian, 24, gets CJD McIntosh returns to National 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 
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A 24-year-old Kent woman, who 
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12 years, is the ifcatesr victim of the 
fatal “new variant” Creutzfeldi- 
Jakcib Disease (CJD), linked to 
“mad cow disease”. 

. Clare Louise Tomkins, who 
jc is now being cared for at borne 
' * by her parents, was diagnosed 
as having “v-CJD" this week by 
Professor John Colling?. an ac- 
knowledged expert in the field, 

. after tissue tests at St Mary's 
Hospital in London. There 

have been 25 reported cases in 

Britain since this form of the dis- 
ease was first identified in 1995, 
{hnngh the Government has 
- (Wily confirmed 21 so far. 

“ U also enlarges an apparent 


“cluster” of v-CJD cases around 
Ashford, Kent, where the first 
case of bovine spongiform en- 
cephalopathy (BSE), or “mad 
caw disease”, was diagnosed in 
1985. So fer. four v-CID victims 
have lived near Ashford. Tbn- 
bridge is about 25 miles away, 
and Miss Ibmkins has lived 
there all her life, though she 
never worked on a farm. 

Furthermore, her strict veg- 
etarianism - inspired, her father 
said last night, by her love of an- 
imals - means that if she caught 
it by eating BSE- infected food, 
she was infected by eating con- 
taminated food even before 
the disease had been formally 
identified That, in turn, could 
mean that many more people 
may be infected than -was 
thought. Her father, Roger, 


said yesterday: “When we 
told doctors she ‘had been a 
vegetarian since 1985, there 
were a few raised eyebrows. 
They were veiy , very surprised 
They are in no doubt that she 
caught CJD from mechanical- 
ly-recovered food eaten before 
1985.” 

He told The Independent: “It 
is absolutely tragic. She’s just 
turned 24. Our first knowledge 
about it was about October 
last year- She had lost a stone 
in weight. Her fiance also told 
us that, for six months before 
that, her will to socialise bad re- 
duced.” 

Before becoming vegetarian, 
be said, “she just ate family food 
- from the supermarket or 
butchers. Just normal, average 
foods.” She bad not been a par- 


ticularly heavy eater of ineat He 
noted that Clare was so strict 
that she would not eat foods 
containing gelatin or animal 
fats. 

lb date, about 161,000 BSE 
cases have been diagnosed, but 
an estimated 1 million BSE- 
infected cows have entered the 
food chain since 1985. Since 
1989, the most infectious parts 
of cattle - such as the brains and 
spinal cord - have been banned 
from human consumption. 

Clare is in the advanced 
stages of the disease, being fed 
through a tube direct into her 
stomach, and needs 24-hour 
nursing at her home. “A year 
ago she was looking forward to 
getting married ana now she is 
slowly dying,” said her mother 
yesterday. 



McIntosh: *1 feel very lucky' 


Louise Jury 

Genista McIntosh, the arts ex- 
ecutive who dramatically quit 
the troubled Royal Opera 
House in May amid health 
fears, is to return to her previ- 
ous post at the National 
Theatre. 

She will be executive direc- 
tor alongside Tkevor Nunn, 
when he takes ewer from Sir 
Richard Eyre as the theatre’s di- 
rector in October. The two 
spent 14 years working togeth- 
er at the Royal Shakespeare 
Company in Stratford. 

Announcing the appoint- 
ment yesterday, Mr Nunn . said 
he was delighted that Ms McIn- 
tosh would be with him to as- 
sist the changeover. “She was 
widely acknowledged as a bril- 


liant executive director of the 
National from 1990-1996 and 
she and 7 worked closely to- 
gether at the RSCfrom 1972 to 
1986. So with certain knowl- 
edge, I can say this is a great day 
for me, for the National 
Theatre and theatre in this 
country.” 

Ms McIntosh said she was 
very pleased. “3 feel very lucky. 
I wasn’t expecting to be avail- 
able so this was a most happy 
connection of circumstances.” 

She resigned as £100,000-a- 
year chief executive ai the Roy- 
al Opera House in May after 
only lour months. Ill health was 
given as the reason for her de- 
parture although attention also 
focused on the enormous diffi- 
culties of running the problem- 
plagued institution. At a 


. j last month, she said it 
was her unhappiness in the job 
that prompted her resignation, 
adding: “Had I continued I 
might well have become ill.” 

Yesterday she said she bad no 
regrets about her stint at Coven i 
Garden. “Experiences are nev- 
er wasted. They can be difficult 
and they can be sometimes 
painful and upsetting, but 
there’s always something learnt 
and something gained” 

Her return to the National 
Theatre comes as it, too. faces 
problems. It has £13m less to 
spend this year ihan five years 
ago because the Arts Council 
has been unable to increase its 
grant to keep pace with costs. 
Major building works are also 
underway. 
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The heat 
is on and 
terrapins 
are going 
wild 


Louise Hancock and 
Lucy McDonald 


There are constant warnings 
about the dangers posed to 
the environment by global 
wanning. But one danger that 
seems to have been 
overlooked until now is the 
threat of a terrapin 
population explosion. 

Although they have been 
sighted in parkland during 
the current heatwave, one 
naturalist has predicted that 
wild terrapins could cause 
greater problems in the 
future. 

Joe Pfccorelli, of the 
London Aquarium, said: "If 
global warming continues, 
and temperatures rise in this 
country, then the terrapins 
will be able to breed more 
easily.” The Ell last month 
restricted the importation of 
terrapins after lobbying by 
environmental groups. 

Concern first arose 
following the Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles craze in the late 
Eighties when terrapin 
ownership increased 
dramatically with an 
estimated 8 million being 
imported into the 




National nuisance: Terrapins such as this one in Roath Park, Cardiff, will breed quickly If global warming continues Photogaph: Nick Trehame 


between 1985-1990. Although 
only the size of a 50p piece 
when young, terrapins grow 
rapidly, often to the size of a 
dinner plate. 

Many terrapins, which 
attack fish, frogs and newts. 


were then dumped by their Surrey. “This means they . 
owners but are now thriving can be very expensive as 
in ponds and lakes. bigger tanks have ro be - 

"Most people didn't realise bought to accommodate 
just how big they can grow.” them. This has led to pei 
said Sharon Harrison, of abandoning them in the ' 

Petpals, in New Malden, There are estimated t< 


abandoning them in the wild.* 
There are estimated to be 


800 terrapins scattered over 
more than 200 sites 
nationwide. The largest single 
community is in Roath Part 
Lake in Cardiff, which is 
thought to be home to at least 
100. Gavin Jones, ranger at 


Roath Park, said: ‘"They are a 
national problem. The 
winters haven’t been killing 
them off... They can attack 
fish, frogs and newts and 
there is na natural predator 
for them as yeL" 
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Ran Abrams 

Political Correspondent . 

Labour’s hard-line style oflead- 
eiship came under the spotlight 
yesterday, after a suspended MP 
d aimed pleas for sympathy had 
gone unheeded. Another sus- 
pended party member claimed 
she had been told of her Cate not 
by officials but by the BBC. 

• The Liverpool West Derby 
MP, Robert Ware mg, wrote to 
his party's Chief Whip, Nick 
Brown, in a suicidal state after 
being accused of having links 
with a front organisation for the 
Bosnian Serbs, but his letter 
went unanswered. He said yes- 
terday that he knew how his fel- 
low MP Gordon McMaster felt 
during the "last dark hours” be- 
fore his own suicide last month. 

Mr Waxeing was found to 
have foiled to dedans a business 
interest, for which he was sus- 
pended from the Commons for 
a week and ordered to apolo- 
gise. 

In a statement, he said: "Col- 
leagues must understand bow 
deeply hurtful it is to have one's 
integrity called into question. In- 
tegrity is not a political prop to 
be tossed aside in exchange for 
a morning’s headlines. 

"After 50 years membership 
of the Labour Party, I was 
deeply shocked to be* the sub- 
ject of unfounded and scurrilous 
allegations whicb led to me be- 
ing suspended from the party 
with no notice. 

“All of the allegations, bar a 
failure to register a worthless 
shareholding in Robert Wfarcing 
Ltd, were thrown out by the com- 
mittee, yet I have still not heard 
a word from my own parly.” 

His claims were compound- 


ed by gfrntiflr complaints from 
Olga Clayton, a councillor sus- 
pended after Mr Brown’s inquiry 
into Mr McMasteris death.' It 
emerged that sbe had not been 
informed of die disciplinary ac- 
tion being taken against her be- 
fore the press were told, though 
a Labour spokeswoman said 
unsuccessful efforts had been 
made ro contact her. 

Last night. Labour sources 
were largely unsympathetic to 
Mr Wareing’s claims, thougi 
one hinted that Mr Brown had 
been instrumental in ensuring 
that the MP received support 
from his friends. He had several 
meetings with the widow of 
John Heddle, the Mid Stafford- 
shire MP who killed himself in 
1989, and she helped him to 
overcome his depression 

Mr Brown, who is generally 
known at Westminster as an af- 
fable if tough Chief Whip, was 
not available for comment last 
night He has maintained in the ; 


form of rebellion by members. 
“They would risk expulsion 
from whatever I could get them . 
expelled from,” he said before 
the election. 

A Labour spokeswoman said 
it would not have been appro- 
priate for Mr Brown to nave 
replied directly to Mr Wireing, 
as the inquiry into his conduct 
was still ongoing. A similar let- 
ter to lony Blair had been ac- 
knowledged and would be 
answered more fully when he re- 
turned from holiday. 

Another source said: "There 
is no sympathy for this guy re- 
ally. He has been found guilty 
by a Commons committee and 
we acted swiftly, as did the 
House of C omm ons-" 


Young convicts 
ruling fuels 
prison crisis 


Jason Bezmetto 

Crime Correspondent 

About 1.500 young men are be- 
ing held unlawfully In adult 
jails a High Court ruling is ex- 
pected to reveal today. 

Prison officials were last ni§ht 
drawing up emergency contin- 
gency plans to move the of- 
fenders, aged between 15 and 
21. to specialist custodial ac- 
commodation. The expensive 
move will be a big blow to the 
Prison Service which is already 
struggling to deal with an over- 
crowding crisis. 

It follows, a ruling in Lhe 
High Court on Tuesday that it 
was unlawful to hold a girl 
aged 16 with adult women in- 
mates. Female offenders are au- 
tomatically held in adult jails 
before being assessed and trans- 
ferred to specialist wings in 
other prisons. The decision af- 
fects only about 50 female of- 
fenders aged under 21, but the 
fact that it also covers convict- 
ed young males is far more sig- 
nificant as there are about 5,500 
in jails in England and Wales. 

The Prison Service confirmed 
last night that it was working on 
the assumption that the judg- 
ment - full details of which are 
being disclosed today - does 
cover men as well as women. 


"We believe the ruling does not 
differentiate between the sex- 
es," said a prison source. 

‘ Of the 5,500 convicted young 
male offenders, about 4,000 
are housed in specialist Young 
Offender Institutions (YOI). 
The remaining 1,500 are kept in 
adult jails, often in wings put 
aside for their sole use. How- 
ever, the ruling is expected to 
outlaw this practice and force 
the prison authorities to provide 
specialist youth facilities such as 
full education programmes. 

The Prison Service was last 
night considering where it could 
put the 1,500 offenders. There 
are very few places left in the 
YOL many of which are already 
full, and simply designating 
wings in adult jails as units for 
under-21s will not be sufficient 
to comply with the court ruling. 

On lhe question of young fe- 
male inmates, the Prison Service 
has identified about 50 offend- 
ers who under the new court rul- 
ing arc considered unlawfully 
held. These are expected to be 
moved to jails with designated 
young offender wings. 

A Prison Service spokesman 
said: “Some, but not all of 
them, are being moved. It's 
disruptive and some will have 
to be moved around the coun- 
try away from their families-'’ 
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news 


Hunters scent blood over 


T 






Steve Bogaan 


Deer hunters claimed victorv 

S ? e f J ationaI Trust S 

a Hilr? th °*i? in 

an^ta* P ou ? bld to Kft a ban 
Md 

JJj 5 *?“ stayed in place but 
the National Trust was told by 
M> Justice Robert Vfelfcer that 
“55 and secrecy” with 

whidi it bad been imposed last 
Apnl represented a “serious 
error of judgment" which 
appeared to pander to media 
demands. 

sWsrs&s 

ten within weeks, the judge told 
the National Trust to go away 
and reconsider its decision to 
impose the ban on land on 
gmoor and the Quantock 

ft was introduced following 
research by Professor Patrick 
Bateson, a Cambridge biologist, 
who proved that deer suffered 
excruciating pain and fear dur- 
ing a hunt 

Justice Robert Wilker, sitting 


in London, said the National 
Trust had been preoccupied 
wth reaching a quick decision 
because of media pressure and 
public outrage over Professor 
Bateson s research. 

“That seems to have led to 
secrecy being preferred rather 
than the opportunity for further 
consultation and disaission," he 
said He described as “ques- 
tionable" a decision to hold a 
press conference the day before 
the ban was imposed and, 
huhough deciding not to impose 
an order, he suggested the 
council of the National Trust 
meet again before another 
hearing to avoid future 
expensive” litigation. 

Huntsmen were delighted 
judge’s comments. 
raady Groves, joint master of 
the Quantock Staghounds, said 

they left the way open for a chal- 
lenge to the bain under the 
Chanties Act in the Chancery 
Division of the High Court. He 
expected a hearing within 
weeks. 

“We did not get the injunc- 
tion making the Trust re-mtro- 


MoD homes 
sale attacked 
as shameful 


Christopher Bellamy 
Defence Correspondent 


fonvicl 
r fuels 
i crisis , 


The taxpayer got a raw deal 
when the Conservative gov- 
ernment sold 57,000 service 
married quarters for up to 
£J39m less than they were 
worth in pursuit of short-term 
financial gain, according to a 
da mnin g report by the Gov- 
ernment’s financial watchdog, 
the National Audit Office, pub- 
lished today. - 

Bruce George MP, now 
chairman of the House of Com- 
mons Defence Committee, will 
investigate “the most shameful 
and stupid decision" of the last 
government, in the aut umn . 

The NAO report on the sale 
of the 57,000 houses to the An- 
nington group of companies, led 
by the Japanese bank Nomura, 
for £L662m reveals that the 
price charged was between 
£77 m and £139m below the 
value of retaining them. Fur- 
thermore, the MoD has had to 
pay to lease them back, pay rent 
on them, and is responsible for 
maintenance and improve- 
ments, as well as the a dminis - 
trative cosi and responsibility of 
allocating them to service fam- 
ilies. 

“I find it difficult to express 
coherently my continuing anger 
at the sale which was deeply in- 
sulting to servicemen and 
women," Mr George said. “It 
was insensitive, stupid and fi- 
nancially and politically moti- 
vated to gain resources for the 
general election. As time goes 
on this persistent folly will be 
more and more revealed." 

Mcnzies Campbell, the Lib- 
eral Democrat defence 
spokesman, said: “This damn- 
ing report shows that the pri- 
vatisation ctf service housing was 
the sale of the ceotuiy. The 
NAO has found that crucial as- 


sumptions upon which the 
terms of sale were based are 
fundamentally flawed and as a 
result the public purse is a lot 
lighter than it should be." 

The NAO calculated that 
the sale of married quarters 
would have benefited the tax- 
payer if the services bad only 
needed to occupy half of them 
and if property values had only 
increased at 0.2 per cent a year 

- whereas they are currently in- 
creasing by about 10 per cent. 
The net result is a loss to the tax- 
payer of up to £139 m. 

The report is highly critical of 
the way the handover was man- 
aged. After the establishment of 
the Defence Housing executive 
in April 1995, it “became the 
Department's main point of 
contact. They maintained re- 
sponsibility for directing the 
maintenance and upgrading of 
those houses leased back from 
Annington, the identification of 
surplus quarters, works ser- 
vices [to separate houses being 
sold off] and allocation of spe- 
cific bouses to individual service 
families." 

Meanwhile the Annington 
Group will make a return on 
its investment of 7.5 percent per 
year, in addition to profits from 
redeveloping sites the services 
do not need. 

However, the report says the 
sale succeeded in transferring 
four fifths of the married quar- 
ters estate to the private sector 
and provided funds of £1 00m to 
upgrade sub-standard quarters 
over the next five to seven 
years. It also says the sale itself 
was well managed and brought 
in more money than the MoD’s 


advisers had expected 

National Audit Office, The 
Sale of the Ministry of Defence’s 
Married Quarters Estate, HC 
239. 22 August 1997 



DAILY POEM 


Prince Baltasar Carios: after Velazquez 

By Anibal Nunez 
(translated by John Burnside) 

Does it imply possession, that die land 
seems nothing but the stage on which you Eve? 

Never, my Lord, despite what you believe, 

mounted on your imaginary steed, 

or idling beneath this canopy of leaves 

provided by an oak-tree, and the man 

n ho makes this image, foQmving the laws 

of composition. No oneonns a world 

he cannot see. If you can turn aside 

from this bright realm of subtlety and shade 

how could these hills and hun/mg-gmunds be yours? 

They are the painter’s. Sometimes. When he ignores 
thesiS! that seeks perfection, theyare his; 
and nothlng you possess will last, sweet prince: 
the good Efe will become a dreadful bore, 
if death not erase you Umgbefore. 

-today’s Dafly ftxsm comes again from Agenda magazine's spe- 
cial issue devoted to new Spanish verse, edited by Jcndi Doce. 
The Ajteoda “Anthology of Spanish Poetry” o^ £4.?0; an- 
nual subscriptions are £20-fr6ni 5 Cranbotime Cburt, Albert 
Bridge Road London SW1 1 4PEr 



duce hunting, but eveiything 
else clearly went in our favour* 
he said. “The fact that the 
judge told them to go away and 
reconsider their decision is 
dearly veiy encouraging indeed 


We have what we want - a le- 
gal mechanism to chaifenge 
the ban - and we believe we will 
soon have the deer herd of the 
Quantock Hills in safe hands 
very soon." 


• The National Trust's re- 
sponse was more muted Wfcr- 
- ren Davis, its spokesman, said 
the ban still stands but he 
added: “The National Trust 
will give serious mncirt»ratinn 


to the judge’s suggestion that its 
council should discuss the 
subject again. 

"The welfare and conserva- 
tion of the deer rem ains the 


we will continue working with 
our tenants, neighbours, local 
deer management groups ._ to 
ensure the herds continue to 
thrive." 


Out of action: Hounds of 
the Quantock hunt and 
(left) a member of the 
hunt filmed during a kill 
Main photograph: Christopher 
Jones 


parcel of land in the Quantock 
Hills of Somerset and one tenth 
of the Exmoor National Phrk in 
Devon. 

The court was told that the 
Quan locks and Exmoor arc 
popular with visitors but are dif- 
ficult to farm. Those difficulties 
were made harsher by the pres- 
ence of unchecked numbers of 
red deer which broke down 
fences and consumed or dam- 
aged crops. 

The judge said that all the 
evidence he had heard showed 
that the deer must be culled to 
keep the herds healthy geneti- 
cally and in the interests of the 
farming community. 

Only 10 to 20 per cent of the 
deer were killed by hunting 
with hounds each year by packs 
which had been established 
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news 


Hospitals 

losing 
battle to 
cut lists 


Jeremy Launance 

Health Editor 



Rising emergency hospital 
admissions were blamed yes- 
terday for a sharp jump in the 
NHS waiting list which shows 
- that 12. milli on people are now 
. queueing for operations. 

The 13 per cent annual 
increase in the waiting list -for 
non-emergency treatment - 
was described as “grim news for 
patients” by the British Medical 
- Association. Official figures 
published yesterday, which were 
leaked to The Indefxndem at the 
weekend, show an extra 136,000 
patients were waiting for 
treatment at the end of June, 
compared with a year ago. 

Patients waiting more than a 
year for treatment have 
increased more than fourfold 
over theperiod from 10,400 to 
47,000. The figures also reveal 
that 388 patients had been wait- 




ing longer than the 18-month 
Patient’s Charter guarantee, 
compared with nine a year 
earlier. 

The pressure on hospitals is 
the result of a combination of 
factors including the unex- 
plained rise in emergency ad- 
missions, estimated at 13 per 
cent nationally over four years, 

by John Maples, Tbryhealt^i 
spokesman. “The evidence is 
that emergency admissions are 
continuing to grow, making the 
task of cutting waiting lists even 
more difficult," he said. 
“Unfortunately, the Govern- 
ment is exacerbating the 
problem by increasing costs 
and reducing efficiency." 

Emergencies tend to be more 
expensive to treat than routine 
cases and many NHS trusts 
have been forced to cut their 
contracts for routine cases this 
year, which means waiting lists 



* . - 






Patient business; As waftn^ fists rise, heattfi minister fossa Jowell was promotir^ the Government's preventative merfidne strategy at a health centre in Birmingham Photograph: Newsteam 


grow, to cope with the antici- 
pated growth in emergency 
work. Trusts are also carrying 
deficits over from last year, the 
toughest financially in a decade; 
adding to their problems. 

The BMA and opposition 
parties said there was no hope ■ 
of cutting the waiting list with- 
out extra cash for the MIS 
above the extra £lbn already 


pledged for hospitals in En gland 
□ext year. Dr Sandy Macara, 
chairman of the BMA, said: “In 
the current situation where 
many health authorities and 
trusts are in financial deficit, 
everyone agrees that we have no 
option but to provide for the 
normal increase in emergency 
cases this winter. But the 
inevitable consequence is that 


waiting lists and waiting times 
will rise to record levels. The 
only way to prevent this is an 
immediate injection of 
additional resources this 
winter.” 

The Government blamed the 
worsening situation on the 
legacy it had inherited from the 
Conservatives bnt insisted it 
would stick to its manifesto 


commitment to “cut NHS wait- 
ing lists by treating an extra 
100,000 patients”. However, it 
was unclear yesterday whether 
ministers would regard treat- 
ment of an extra 100,000 
patients, without a concomitant 
cot in waiting lists (as more 
patients join them), as fulfilment 
of this pledge. 

Alan Milbum, the health 


minister, skid: “Record NHS 
waiting lists and longer waiting 
times are the price patients 
have paid for the squandering 
of precious NHS resources on 

r unning rite Thries internal mar- 

keL The new Government has 
already put in place a series of 
measures to tackle the mess we 
have inherited.” He admitted, 
however, that waiting lists were 


“likely to go on rising for some 
time”. 

Health authorities are to get 
details of their budget increas- 
es for next year in October, two 
months earlier than normal, to 
help them plan ahead. They 
have been told to put urgent and 
emergency patients first and to 
avoid breaches of the Patient’s 


have been b 
emergency 
avoid breac 
Charter. 
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Jeremy Laurence 

Public health doctors in Birm- 
ingham have devised a set of tar- 
gets for reducing health 
inequalities which could provide 
the model for a national strat- 
egy to tackle social exclusion. 

Ministers are examining the 
targets, which measure the 
health effects of deprivation, to 
see if they can be included in the 
Health of the Nation strategy, 
launched by the previous gov- 
ernment in 1992. Ministers 
want to refocus the strategy, 
which includes 27 disease and 
papulation targets, on a small- 
er number of measures aimed 
at reducing the health gap be- 
tween rich and poor. 

Tfcssa Jowell, minister for 
public health, said the list of 10 
targets provided a benchmark 
against which progress on over- 
coming social exclusion could be 
measured. “That is the kind of 
thing we want to produce,” she 
said. Proposals for introducing 
si mil ar measures nationwide 
would be included in the Green 
Paper on public health to be 
published in the autumn. 

The list includes low birth- 
weight. hospital admissions dur- 



ing the first year of life and 
untreated dental decay - all 
measures of childhood depriva- 
tion. Teenage pregnancy and 
suicide mark problems in ado- 
lescence while heart disease, 
stroke and breast-cancer are 
more common among the poor 
in middle age. Chronic illness or 
disability in later life is more fre- 
quent among the disadvantaged. 

Ms Jowell, on a visit to local 
health projects in Bi rmingham 
this week, said the Government 
was determined to find ways to 
lead the socially excluded back 
info the mainstream. “This com- 
munity pays the price of their 
exclusion with the deep-seated 
inequalities that blight many 
parts of the inner cities.” 

Dr Jackie Chambers, direc- 
tor of public health in Birm- 
ingham, said: “It is possible to 
map how inequalities develop 
from birth fo old age using the 
markers we have selected. If we 
are successful in reducing 
inequalities we will see a rapid 
fall m these measures.” 

Last week, the Government 
said it was setting up a cabinet 
committee, chaired by Peter 
Mandelson, to co-ordinate pol- 
icy on tackling social exclusion. 
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Gear as a bell: our 
silent churches start 
to find their voices 


Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 
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Ring of confidence: Molten bronze flows at the Whitechapel 






Bell Foundry as 








BP drops 


part of the £3m Millennium Bells restoration project TO*: Jim Bwne CSS3BS; 


The first casting of “‘MiDemrium Bells” 
took place at the Whitechapel Bell 
Foundry in east London yesterday - part 
of a £3m project to restore full voice to . 
church towers, some of which have been 
silent for decades. 

Molten bronze flowed in a golden 
stream from the furnace to produce six 
bells, watched in awe by ringers from the 
three churches where they will be installed. 
Each of the bells is about 2ft in diameter 
and will be knocked out of its mould at the 
18th century foundry today. 

The £3m allocated by the Millennium 
Commission to the volunteers of the 
Central Council of Church Bell Ringers 
will be distributed to 100 churches where 
bells need restoring or replacing. The 
Jotteiy money has teen matched by similar 
amounts raised by bands of ringers and 
local communities. 

The bells cast yesterday were for St 
Thomas a Becket at Shirenewton, near 


Chepstow on the Welsh border: St John 
the Evangelist, Preston, Lancashire: and 
SS Peter and Paul at Wingrave, 
Buckinghamshire. 

Sr Thomas a Becket has six tells which 
have been unringable for more than 35 
years. Four of the set, dating from the ISth 
century, will be augmented with the new 
castings. 

St John the Evangelist has 10 hells, two 
of which are cracked. The set will be 
replaced by eight redundant bells from 
Holy Trinity, Bolton, and the two new 
ones. For SS Peter and Paul, the project 
will complete a century-old plan to install a 
ring of eight tells. 

The sound of church bells has a 
symbolism for urban and rural 
communities far beyond a summons to 
prayer or the tolling of the hours. Over the 
centuries they have been rung lo 
commemorate events of local, national and 
global significance from weddings to 
ringing in the New Year and marking 
victories in war such as the Armistice and 
VEday. 


£1.4m 
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lawsuit 


Steve Bog gan Greenpeace was hailing the 

. i announcement as a victory, a I- 

,wir accounls . beIon S; though there is still an injunc- 


-*■ * . 


in., r ™ “ v uiuugii mere is sou an injunc- 

n = to Greenpeace and several tron in place preventing direct 
of the organisation s promi- action against BP's operations 
nent members were freed up in the Foinaven field Green- 
yesterday after BP suspended a peace is to make a leeal chal- 




f 1.4m damages action. 

The lawsuit, which some en- 
vironmentalists believed rep- 
resented the start of a campaign 
to bankrupt Greenpeace, was 
dropped when campaigners 
agreed not to “unlawfully" in- 
terfere with BP's attempts to 
find new oil deposits in the At- 
lantic Ocean. 

The activists, senior directors 
Sarah Burton and Chris Rose, 
campaigner Liz Pratt and the 
captain of MV Greenpeace. John 
Castle, were named in sum- 
monses issued by the High 
Court in Edinburgh following 
Greenpeace's week-long occu- 
pation of the Siena Dee drilling 
rig in the Foinaven field, West 
of Shetland, earlier this month. 

BP successfully argued that 
the protesters should compen- 
sate it for the £1 00,000- a-day 
rental charge of the platform 
and other costs. A “schedule of 
arrestment" was issued from the 
Edinburgh Court of Sessions, 
seeking £1.4m from the group 
and the four members and “all 
moveable things in your hands 
belonging or obtaining to 
them". 

However, following talks with 
Greenpeace, BP suspended the 
threat. “These discussions and 
the continuance of the existing 
court orders should allow us to 
get on with developing 
Foinaien free from the risk of i 
unlawful interference in the 1 
field or with the vessels serving ; 
in it," the company said in a ‘ 
statement. i 

Furthermore, in a letter to t 
Greenpeace. BP said: “BP has L 
never sought; and is not now 
seeking, to stifle legitimate cam- C 
paigning by Greenpeace." It e 
would, however, act again if C 
campaigns became unlawful, l< 
the company added. a 


l- action against BP’s operations 
p in the Foinaven field. Green- 
a peace is to make a legal chal- 
lenge against the granting of 
i- exploration licences by the Gov- 
*- emmenr to BP and 20 other oil 
n companies which it believes 
s are operating unlawfully in 
s their attempts to find new 

- stocks of oil. 

3 It claims the Government 

- failed to carry out environ- 
mental impact surveys before 

s granting the licences. Its experts 
. believe fragile reefs could be 
: damaged by the exploration, 
i Chris Rose, deputy executive 
director of Greenpeace, said: 
“Public support has led BP to 
back down. They should be 
given some credit for listening, 
but the only thanks due are 
those owed to our supporters. 
They should now stop oil ex- 
ploration in the Atlantic. 

“Greenpeace will continue to 
exercise its freedom to cam- 
paign against the oD industry's 
role in climate change, and, in 
particular, the totally unjustifi- 
able expansion of fossil fuels, at 
a time when the climate cannot 
sustain the use of existing re- 
serves. The campaign on the At- 
lantic Frontier and in the Arctic 
will continue." 

A spokesman for the organ- 
isation said it had given an un- 
dertaking to the court not to do 
anything unlawful in the 
Foinaven field 
But Greenpeace was resist- 
ing earlier attempts by BP to 
limit its activities in the whole 
area west of the Shetlands. 
“That is an awful lot of sea and 
we would not be restricted to 
that," he said “Now we are just 
limited in the Foinaven field." 

Proceedings against Captain 
Castle are not completely at an 
end He will appear at the 
Court of Sessions in Edinburgh 
today, in relation to a breach of 
an earlier order. 
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Worried about premature greyness? 


Worry no mere. Alliance & Leicester has a 
ionic that makes all your mortgage worries 
miraculously disappear. 


to First Time Buyers which is fsxsri 
ngn- up until the 1st September 1938 =rd is 
available up to 95% of the price of your property. 

And ail Firs! Tine Buyers who apply before 


13th September also get a free £50 voucher to 
spend at hornet or S&Q, so kitting out your new 
home becomes less of a worry. 


A package that includes up to £4.000 cashback 
(up to 1.5'% of your loan), so you can afford 
that extra furniture you need. 


I; you still trunk you've spotted a grey hair, 
simply consult your branch Mortgage Officer to 
relieve you of any unnecessary worries. 


What about these rising interest rates? 
Relax. We're offering a special rate of 6.80% 


WE CAN’T 
HOLD THESE 
RATES FOR LONG. 


ALLIANCE 

LEICESTER 


! ° r,nd more, calmly pop into your local 
branch cr call us on 0300 412 214. 


too can stop looking in the mirror now'. 


h tt p :// vv w w. alliance-leicester.co.uk 


F ' If you arc 24 or over, earn £l 0,000 pj. 

or more and have a current account, call us 
now to benefit from these impressive rates. 
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Warning on hidden cost of Tartan tax 


Stephen Goodwin 

Any move by an Edinburgh par- 
liament to use its tax- raising 
powers could cost young Scots 
more than £300,000 each dur- 
ing a working lifetime, a senior 
tax adviser warned yesterday, as 
Scottish financial institutions 
continued to fret about the im- 
pact of devolution. 

Not only could the prospect 
of a heavy financial penalty ac- 
celerate the “brain drain” out 
of Scotland, but pension firms 


Devolution: Home rule could put young Scots' investments at risk, pension companies claim 


fear that the perception of a 
“semi-detached” Scotland 
could deter savers and investors 
living in England. 

Most customers of the big 
Scottish pension companies are 
actually English. The industry 
is concerned that people south 
of the border might feel their in- 
vestment would be “at risk” and 
that salesmen from English ri- 
vals might drop hints of being 


paid out in “funny money” in 20 
years time. 

“We want ministers to say 
loud and long that nothing like 
that is implied,” said Grant 
Baird, executive director of Scot- 
tish Financial Enterprise, the in- 
dustry's representative body. 
The devolution White Paper 
went some way to reassuring the 
industry that savers with Scottish 
companies would not be put at 


a disadvantage, but for the SFE, 
the “level playing field” can't be 
stressed too often. 

Government attachment to 
the tax-raising power was reaf- 
firmed yesterday by Peter Man- 
delson, the minister without 
portfolio. During a visit to Scot- 
land to support a double “Yes” 
vote in next month's referen- 
dum, he said it was “very im- 
portant for a Scottish 


parliament, for its credibility, to 
have that finan cial responsibil- 
ity of tax-varying powers". The 
new parliament could raise or 
lower basic rate income tax by 
up to 3p in the pound. 

The SFE and its members 
have tried to avoid being drawn 
into the political argument aver 
home rule. “B anks don’t have 
votes,” observed Mr Baird. 
However, in probing the detail 


of devolution they inevitably 
provide ammunition for the 
“No” campaign. 

The tax-varying powers are, 
according to the SFE. “more 
worrying than before the 
White Paper. Martyn Jones, 
senior tax adviser with the law 
firm Maclay. Murray and Spens, 
warned that Scots might leave 
the country rather than pay 
higher taxes. 


While a tartan tax of uptt>£660. 
a year might be bearable to a pa- 
triotic Scot, viewed as lost in- 
vestment a more impressive 
figure emerges. Mr JaneS calcu- 
lated that for somebody in their 
205, with 40 years of work ahead, 
who could - have forested the 
money at a modest 10 per cebt 
return, it represented a potential 
lassofsome£30Q/X)0-orupto 

£L5tn if the focfividual fired to 90. 


“I can't see how a bright . 
young Scot will be discouraged 
from joining the drift that al- 
ready easts, either south to Eng- 
land or to other parts x>f 
Europe " Mr Jones said. 

‘ Home rule supporters dis- 
: missed the SFE claims- as 
“spoilers”. David Heald, a pro- 
fessor of accountancy at Ab- 
erdeen University, said if 
- extra tax was levied it would be 
“because collectively Scotland 
wants a better standard of 
living". 


In the line 
of fire: 
TheMP 
who likes 
to say ‘No’ 


Tony i l oa th 

It's just as well that Uew Smith. 
Labour MP for Blaenau Gwent, and 
arch opponent of Wslsh devolution, 
is inured to criticism. He needs to 
be. 

“I was called a Trot, a member of 
Militant, a Tbiy and a traitor to 
Wales,” he said stoically, after the 
“Yes" and “No" contingents clashed 
during a public meeting at the Pon- 
typridd Historical and Cultural Cen- 
tre. 

One of a series organised by the 
Cardiff-based South Wales Echo 
newspaper, it was intended to en- 
lighten. But more beat than light was 
generated as Mr Smith and barris- 
ter Tim Williams confronted Pro- 
fessor JHywd Frauds, convenor of the 
” Yes” campaign, and Mike German, 
the liberal Democrats' devolution 
supremo in Wales. 

“No” baseball caps and T-shirts 
were much in evidence among the 
100-strong audience, but Mr Smith 
quickly got into his stride. “Anyone 
who opposes an assembly is la- 
belled a Tbiy stooge." he averred, 
drawing shouts of “stop moaning” 
and “get on with it” from the floor. 
He pressed on regardless. People 
were befog asked to vote blind in the 
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Unpopular message: ilew 
Smith believes the people of. 
Woles will vote bn .the . 
devolution issue without 
being fully informed 

Photograph: Rob Stratton 


WalesNational Unionof Minework- 
ers from 1963 to-1976, when miners 
wielded- real power in the land. 

“The cost of saying ‘No’ just isn’t 
acceptable. This is not about divid- 


18 September referendum, the MP 
claimed. 

“Even Peter Maude Ison doesn't 
know what will be in the assembly 
Bill. The referendum should be held 
after it is published and given Lime 
for a proper debate”, he said. 


This proved too much for Tony 
Carter, a retired official with the pub- 
lic services union Unison, and a Plaid 
Cymru member. Stabbing the air with 
his finger, he roared; “ You’re a Mil- 
itant and a Trot”. Inevitably, there 
was uproar. 


Mel Cook, the Echo's deputy ed- 
itor, who was gamely chairing the 
meeting, succeeded in restoring or- 
der, and Mr Smith continued. “The 
assembly is not about regionalism. 
It's about nationalism. And if you 
want to get rid of the quangos, you 


don’t need an assembly- all you need 
is to pass legislation in parliament." 

Tim Williams who in the 1980’s 
was Plaid Cymru parliamentary aide 
wound up half the audience with his 
warning that a “ yes” vote would lead 
to self government. “The only way 


to stop this is to vote *No\" he rec- 
ommended. 

Although South Wales is now as 
green as a Richard Llewellyn valley, 
its radical past refuses to lie down. 
Professor Francis's father. Dai Fran- 
cis, was general secretary of the South 


ever that may be. IPs about giving 
Wiles a fresh democratic mandate,” 
he said. 

The question of cost exercised 
many minds. “How much? Just lOp 
per person per week for everyone in 
Whies,” said Mike German, who de- 
scribed himself as a “unilateral po- 
litical* disarmer”. 

lteter Law, a Blaenau Gwent coun- 
cillor, reminded Mr Smith that his 
constituency Labour Party and local 
authority both backed the proposed 
assembly. . . 

Carys Pugh, a veteran Labour ac- 
tivist from the Rhondda, induced one 
particularly talkative speaker to de- 
sist with a stentorian “shut-up”. Mo- 
mentarily you could have heard the 
rustle of a ballot paper. 

As the meeting dispersed, a 
woman in a yellow dress, who de- 
clined to give her name, declared an- 
grily: “That Rhondda rabble!” Where 
do you live, she was asked. “I live in 
Ponty,” Peeved of Pontypridd 
snapped. A few miles can become the 
Grand Canyon when passions are in- 
flamed. 

Near the hall, an 18th-century 
bridge sp anning the River Taff is cov- 
ered in scaffolding. Repairs are un- 
derway. But more structural work may 
have to be put out to tender soon* to 
heal the divisions which the devolu- 
tion debate seems to have created. 


Apollo Forma 

Men's mountain bike 
with Shimano 
10 speed 
indexed gears. 

Ladies 

Apollo Corona 
also available. 

Sizes 
available 
to suit 10 
years plus. 
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M V -TTf ner Bfitam?: Royal C ommission warns ministers that unres tricted rise In traffic poses threat to nation’s health ^ 
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will breathe 
more easily 
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5 Eandee P Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 

The Royal Commission on 
tnwonmentaJ POJJution will 
warn ministers that the unre- 
strained rise in traffic poses a 

ST thfeat l ° the narion ' s 

The repon, due to be pub- 

!f he< ! next raonl h. concludes 
that there is little evidence that 
air quality is improving - d es pite 
government reassurances that 
the atmosphere is gradually 
getting cleaner. 

The news could not have 
come at a worse time for min- 
isters - who set out the Gov- 
ernment's vision for “a truly 
integrated transport revolu- 
tion yesterday. 

Smce being elected, ministers 
have ceaselessly repeated that 
they intend to get “people to use 
their cars less" in order to re- 
duce pollution levels. 

According to today’s Econo- 
mist, the new repon will say that 
at street level some pollutants, 
such as nitrogen oxide, are in- 
creasing despite claims by the 
Department of Environment, 
Transport and the Regions that 
national standards are improv- 
ing. 

The commission, made up of 
highly-respected scientists, will 
also question whether ministers 
can meet their target of a 20 per 
cent reduction in carbon diox- 
ide levels without rougher mea- : 
sures to restrain traffic. 

Yesterday's “(launch of the ’ 
consultationpaperon transport i 
by minsters will help to assuage ] 
these doubts. 

John Prescott, the Deputy j 
Prime Minister and Secretary of 1 
Slate for Transport, Environ- i 
men! and the Regions, made it s 
dear that traffic levels could not 
grow at present rates. c 

“We would need a 100-lane s 
motorway from London to d 
Leeds to cope with the extra n 
10m cars -so something has to b 
be done," he said. 


The Government should take 
some solace from the fact that 
tne new report is a reaction to 
me previous adiuinistnition’s in 
action. 

Three years ago the Royal 
Commission called for a dou- 
bling of petrol prices by 2005, 

justifying the draronianmeasui^ 
by claiming that car fumes 
caused up to 10,000 deaths a 
year. 

A price rise may not be 
enough. A recent repon by the 
Automobile Association found 
that S2 per cent of 
motorists would still use their 
cars even if petrol prices dou- 
bled over 10 years. 

However, more worrying for 
transport planners is that the an- 
nual petrol price hike has been 
undermined by falling world oil 
prices. 

But the commission’s 100- 
plus proposals where largely ig- 
nored by John Major’s Cabinet 





As pollution readied critical lev- 
els for the fifth day this month 
in Paris, the French transport 
minister, Jean-Oaude Gayssot, 
announced radical measures 
aimed at reducing pollution in 
the capital. 

For the first time, the state 
wifi subsidise travel on all forms 
of public transport in the Paris 
region, in an attempt to en- 
courage . commuters to leave 
their cars at home. 

TOday and yesterday all un- 
derground, bus and train tick- 
ets in the Paris region are half 
price. Commuters can buy a 
ticket for travel in Paris for as 
little as 25p, and if the levels of 
pollution do not fall, the project 
is fikefy to be extended. 

The measures come in re- 
sponse to increasing concern in 
the capital over high levels of 
pollution, caused mainly by ve- 
hicle exhausts and exacerbated 
by a spell of hot, diy and wind- 
less weather. 

The speed limi t has already 
been reduced to 40mph on the 
Paris ring-road, and asthmatics 
in the capital and the sur- 
rounding area have been ad- 


Commuters offered 
cheap fares in bid 
to cut car fumes. 

Joanna Lee reports 


nored by John Major’s Cabinet 
- a snub which has left the pre- 
sent Labour administration with 
the report’s damning conclusion 
that too little has been done too 
late. 

Experts are still generating 
new ideas to tackle traffic 
growth. Tom Burke, formerly 
special adviser at the Depart- 
ment of the Environment, out- 
lined a road “pennit" scheme 
m today s New Statesman mag- 
azine. 

Mr Burke calls for “unre- 
stricted access” for public trans- 
port on the road network - but 
would restrict petrol sales to 
motorists who possess a road 
permit. 

A number of these could be 
auctioned to the highest bidder 
by the Government while 
motorists would receive a “free" 
set for a given time period. 

“The big resistance would 
come from the psychological 
shock of confronting people 
directly with the notion that 
road space ... is scarce and 
bears a cost," writes Mr Burke. 
While ministers ponder their 




vised by local authorities to 
stay at home. 

The long-term health impli- 
cations of a polluted atmosphere 
are still not dear, but doctors are 
sure that it reduces lung capac- 
ity in the short term and 
aggravates asthma. France’s 
mortality rate from asthma in- 
creased by 30 per cent during the 
1980s. 

Although the measures are 
far-reaching in the short term 
and may temporarily reduce 
pollution in Paris, they will do 
nothing for the long-term pol- 
lution problem in the capital, or 
other pollution blackspots like 


i Toulouse or Strasbourg. Fur- 
; thermore, they do not include 
• season- tkkelholders, who make 
up a large number of users of 
public transport. 

The main significance of 
these measures is that they 
show the new government is 
prepared to lake pollution se- 
riously - as demonstrated by 
projects outlined yesterday by 
the environment minis ter, Do- 
minique Vbynet. 

His proposals include the 
reduction of traffic in Paris 
through investment in public 
transport, bus lanes and rail- 
ways. The minister also hopes 
to cut the amount of heavy 
goods traffic - responsible for 
up to 50 per cent of the urban 
pollution - by transporting 
goods by rail. 

There are also plans (o en- 
courage car users to move to un- 
leaded petrol by increasing tax 
on diesel, which is much more 
harmful and still widely used in 
France today. 

Jean-Oaude de la Rue, 
founder of the Anti-Pollution 
Committee, said: “These pro- 
posals correspond exactly to 
what we have been demanding 
for the last two years. 

They reaagnise that pollution . 
in the city is a long-term prob- 
lem which requires long-term 
solutions." But he was 
dismissive of the measures pro- 
posed by Mr Gayssot - de- 
scribing them as “a drop in the 
ocean”. 




Global solutions 
to beat the 
traffic jams 


Pollution levels In Paris have become so lad that tte Government has stepped jn PhoBgmph: 


next move, pollution levels are 
bound to rise. 

The families of seven asth- 
matic children took legal action 
last year in an attempt to force 
Greenwich Council in south- 


— but it’s lost on 
three-car families 


east London to dose Trafalgar 
Road — a main thoroughfare — 
when traffic fume levels peaked 
But the council objected and the 
families’ application was denied. 

However, under plans 


announced by Michael Meach- 
er, the Minister for the Envi- 
ronment, targets would have to 
be met under a “National Air 
Quality Strategy” - even if 
roads had fo be shut down in or- 


der to reduce the pollution lev- 
els. 

Mr Meacher said at the press 
conference that the . necessary 
legislation would be in place 
before the “end of the year”. 


Alexandra Wagams 

Visiting the car capital of 
Britain, the enormity of John 
Prescott's task became appar- 
ent. Housing estates were being 
built with triple garages the 
norm, the town centre streets 
were crammed with cars and the 
bus depot was far from bustling. 

Guildford, the Surrey com- 
muter town, has more cars per 
household than anywhere in the 
United Kingdom/And yester- 
day, the car owners of the most 
affluent town in the country 
were determined to stick firm- 
fy behind the wheel. 

One in 12, or 8.33 per cent, 
of households in Guildford 
have three or more cars. John 
James is part of that statistic. 

Indignant about the Deputy 


Prime Minister's proposals, Mr 
James said: “It’s simplistic to say 
if there was better public trans- 
port more people would use it. 

“It’s to do with- freedom of 
choice. It's our business and no 
one else's that we have three 
cars. Prescott's solution seems 
to be to hold a conference, wave 
a wand and hope everyone will 
obey. But I'm not going to give 
up my cars. 

“We need them locally. I use 
my car for short journeys - I 
can't use anything else, it would 
be ridiculous. And it's all very 
well to have cheap train fares to 
London, but the rail companies 
penalise you by charging stupid 
amounts to park for the day.”. 

Andrea Wooton had driven 
her Mercedes two miles .from 
her borne into the town centre. 


Her husband, a surveyor, had 
‘ driven to Slough to do a site vis- 
it. The family's third car is “a lit- 
tle runaround, a bit of an old 
banger.” 

Mrs Wooton felt it was justi- 
fiable for ber family to have 
three cars. She said: “My hus- 
band can’t use public transport 
- he’s somewhere different each 
day. And I love my Mercedes 
and need it to pick the children 


and take my mother to the hos- 
pital every week. I would be 
housebound without it. 

“My eldest son is learning to 
drive in the other car. Ir's not 
extravagant, it’s a necessity. It’s 
all vetywefl for Mr Prescott, who 
lives in London, to say this, hut 
Td like to see him in mine or rny 
husband's shoes minus a car.” 



Motor town: Homes with triple garages is the nofm on many of GuBdford*& nww 


Governments around the weald 
are straggling to reduce traffic 
pollution and congestion. 

5 . "Hie good burghers of Bern 

aim to reduce pollution levels 
- ty 60 per cent by 2005. One 
weapon used by the Swiss m 
1 then- war against fumes is re- 
1 striding parking. Bern uses a 
1 system of permits which effec- 
tively rules out parking for 
commuters. This has seen traf- 
fic volumes fall by 15 per cent 
since 1992. K 

Singapore is also touted as 
one of the best examples of state 
intervention. An alarming rise 
“car ownership in the late 
197te forced authorities to act 
Tne Government implemented 
a twin-pranged polity: first, 
charged motorists 13 (about £1) 
to enter the dty centre and then 
officials limited the number of 
new cars on the roads by auc- 
tioning off aset number of reg- 
istrations eveiy year. This saw 
traffic levels drop by 70 per cent 
m the dty almost 20 years ago 
and since then it has only in- 
creased in line with the con- 
trolled rise in new cars. 

Road pricing can ateo provide 
a valuable source of income. 
The world's most sophisticated 
road tolling technology is cur- 
rently being used in Toronto. 
Highway 407 uses a series of 
overhead cameras which can 
“reatT number plates and bill 
motorists the number of kilo- 
metres travelled. 

The system, in place onw the 
beginning of the year, costs dri- j 
vers a few pence per mile and * 


Randeep Ramesh 

reports on how 
states intervene to 
curb pollution 

will raise SlOOrn (£60m) a year 
by 2000. 

Experts say that the level of 
economic disincentives is a key 
lo the solution. Keith Buchan, 
director of MTRU transport 
consultants said: “You have to 
be careful with road pricing. Ei- 
ther you are raising money to 
invest in transport or you wish 
to restrain traffic. 

“That is where you decide 
bow much you are going to 
charge the motorist.” 

Mr Buchan points out that 
Oslo has a road pricing scheme 

which bad veiy little effect on 
traffic levels. “It was just de- 
signed to raise money." 

The real worry for many 
Gowernmems is that while de- 
veloped countries belatedly try 
to ease global pollution, devel- 


oping societies rush to em- 
brace the motor car. 

John Whitelegg, professor 
of Environmental Studies at 
Liverpool's John Moores Uni- 
versity, wrote earlier this yean 
“car ownership in India is grow- 
ing at 25 per cent per annum. 
In 1996 Ford opened their fina 
Escort factory and Daewoo 
mjened a car plant.” Prof 
Whi telegg adds that these 
growth rates are not snstainahift 
“on any level". 
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the Card that gives you it all. 

From Friday through to Bank Holiday Monday we’re offering 10% off 
( 5% off Electrical, Gas, TV, Audio, Computers and nan-upholstered 
Furniture purchases) when you pay with or open* an Allders Account 
Card. So whether it’s something for yourself or for the home you will 

find all the top brands, great savings and the renowned Allders advice 
and customer service. 

OPEN BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 
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166MHz Pentium Processor 

16Mb RAM. 2Gb harddisk. 

8 speed multimedia. 1Mb 
PCI graphics. FREE over 
£1000 worth of software. 

Was £1299. 

MODEL 9025. 


ctx 


INEWI 

SSEEI 


166MHz Cyrix 
Processor. 

8Mb RAM 
1.2Gb hard disk. 

512k cache 
16 speed multimedia. 

1Mb PO graphics. 14* monitor. 
MODEL LCM166+. 


ACER 

m 


PACKARD BELLr SAVE 




200MHz Intel 
Pea tiam Processor. 

16Mb RAM. 

2Gb hard disk. 


JUPiOl. 


multimedia. 33.6Kbps Data/fax modem. 
Media select panel. 

FREE Over £1000 worth of software. 
Was El 499. MODEL; 9026. 


NEW ™ 

«*®sE0DI 


SAVE 

£400 

KFEEB 


HI 

% 


SAVE 

£200* 


APRICOT 

166MHz Pentium Processor 
with MMX Technology. 

16Mb RAM. 2Gb hard disk. 

16 speed multimedia. 

1Mb PCI graphics. 2 x USB ports. 
33.6Kbps data/fax modem. 

14’ SVGA colour monitor. 

MODS.; MS540 5166 


£I31T 

I £1199 


SAVE 1 

n nn I 


— ir--.C iw^r " » tOt- 
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MHXfehubff. 1 

16Mb RAM. 1 tS 

2.1Gb hard disk 512k ^ 
cache. 16 speed multimedia. 14" 
monitor. Windows 95 & Works. 
Was £1099 MODE: LPX166. 
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PACKARD BELL 

NEW 
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199 
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HEWLETT PACKARD x |^£Mf 

Wa 


166MHz Pentium 
Processor wftfa 
MMX Technology 
16Mb SyncO RAM. 

2Gb ha id disk. 

16 speed multimedia. 
33.6Kbps data/fax modem. 
MODEL Pavilion 3120. 


33.6Kbps data 


SAVE 

£200 

mmi 


Processor. 

16Mb RAM. 

1 .6Gb hard drive. 

256k cache. 

1Mb PCI graphics. 

8 speed multimedia. 

16 bit stereo sound. 

REE over £1000 worth 

of software. 

HURRY LIMITED SHOCKS. 

Was £1199. 

MODEL 901 6D 
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SAVE 

£200 
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200MHz Pentium W gM [|T| J 
Processor with 

MMX Technology. .11 A A 
16Mb RAM. L£ I I 33 J 
2 . 1 Gb hard disk. S 

512k cache memory. 

16 speed multimedia. 2Mb 3D graphics. 
14* SVGA monitor. Windows '95 & Works. 
Was El 299. MODEL LPX200. 


233MHz Intel ■ JTi I | T |J 
Pentium with 

MMX Technology. .WAA 

leMbSyncDRAM. 

4Gb hard disk. ' 

24 speed multimedia. 2Mb 3D Graphics. 
33.6Kbps data/fax modem. 2 x USB ports. 
Was £2199. 

MODEL Presario 4526. 





COMPAQ 

166MHz Intel Pentium Processor with 
MMX Technology. 

16Mb SyncD RAM. 

2.1Gb hard disk. 16 speed multimedia. 

64 bit 3D graphics. 

33.6Kbps data/fax modem. 

Was £1499. 

MODEL: Presario 4220. 


PORTABLE PC SALE 
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HEWLETT PACKARD 

Handheld PCs with flticrasaft 
Windows CL 

Runs pocket versons of Excel and Word. 
Connect to your PC and transfer data 
with ease. 

Was E499. 

MODEL TOGO. 

4Mb backlit 
version also 
available for 


SAVE 

£ 1 OO 



SAVE 


SAVE "£200 




PACKARD BELL 

166MHz Pentium Processor. 

■ ,6Wb MM. 2Gb hard disk. 1Mb PQ graphics. 

k over £1000 worth of software, 
t PRINTER; 720 x 360dpi colour resolution, 
i Wis Total Separate 
3 Selling Price £151099. 

1 MODB 3025 4 




HITACHI SOFTWARE ENGINEERING ^ SAVE 

cioo 

EMEil 


Tocessor with MMX 
Uduiology. 

5Mb SyncD RAM. 3.2Gb hard 
isk. 16 speed multimedia. 2Mb 
D graphics card. 33 . 6 Kbps 
ata/fax modem. 2 x USB ports, 
/as £1999. 

ODEL- Presario 4506. 


OLIVETTI 

133MHz Pentium 
Processor. 

1 6Mb RAM. I _2Gb hard disk. 
8 speed CD-Rom. 113* SVGA 
TEC colour display. 2 x type 
II PCMCIA slots. Was £1699. 

MODEL Echos Pi 11 E 


ACER 


133MHz late! Pentium Processor. 

16Mb RAM 13Gb hard disk. 10-speed 
multimedia. 113* LF.T colour display. 
FREE Microsoft Works 
(by voucher redemption}. 

Was £2199. MODEL 370PCX. 


13SMHz Pentium Processor. 

32Mb RAM. 1Gb hard disk. 12.1" Dual 
scan SVGA colour display. 2 x type II 
PCMCIA slots. Windows ’95 and MS 
Plus. Was El 799. 

MODEL Extensa 650CD. 


133MHz Pentium Processor. 
16Mb RAM. 1.4Gb hard disk. 1Z1 
SVGA dual scan colour display. 


indodes modem can! (worth E199L 

Was £1999. MODEL SA100-I3D 


OLIVETTI" 


133MHz Pentium Processor. 

16Mb RAM. 2Gb hard disk. 12.1* T.F.T, 
colour display, lo speed multimedia. 

2 x type II PCMCIA (or 1 x type 111). 
Was £2099. 

MODEL Echos Pro 133S. 


SAVE 

£200 
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Jtnreil 

PACKARD BELL ^ SAVE ^ CTY 1 
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multimedia. 


SAVE 

£185 


SAVE 


r SAVE 
£100 
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SAVE 

£450 
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OPTI 

120MHz Pentium Processor. 

8Mb RAM. 850Mb hard disk. 
1 1.4" SVGA dual scan colour 
display. 3D stereo sound. 
Includes earrycase. 

HURRY LIMITED STOCKS. 
WtoS E999. MODEL- F.7«iiDS. 
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SAVE 
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12 MONTHS 1 NTHREST 1 
FREE OPTION „ j 

I WITH NO PF POSn J I 

EPSON 

Colour Inkjet Printer. I 

Up to 1440 x 720 dpi I 

resolution (black and colour). | 
Up to 6 pages per minute S 
(black), pc and Mac 1 

compatible. Includes 'Look Your 
Best Color Pak' software. r 
Was £269. I 

5 , MODEL St/kis Color 600. I 
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1199 


ISissac 

Clift MOD EL 102a 

S**g : J 

2£»? J?° ^ resokition (bfad j 

Pak* s^«itliteEi9a 

MV:1 k" f i ■ i - . — 

Woe wfih Photo Editing Stadia £198. 

HEWLETT 
PACKARD 

Colour Inkjet Printer. 

Up to 600 x 600 dpi resolution 

(black). Up to 600 x 300 dpi 
resolution (colour). Up to 5 
pages per minute (black), 
tacbides Photo cartridge. 

Was £209. 6 

MODEL DJ690C+. 


£249 


HAYES 

External Fax/Vofce Modem. . 

The latest 56k technology. Up to twice as 1 
as existing 2&8k moderns. 

Was £1791 
MODEL taura 56k. 

A 


SAVE 


DIAMOND 


Intenurf Fte/VMoa Modem. 

Ideal for video conferencing, 
Internet surfing. Fax or e-mail 
friends and colleagues. Was £149. 
MODEL Accura 56k. 


£129 


y*our ar'J j j 

* 720 dpi resolution {black J 

Paps per minute l|239 

WSfiP ■ U 27 ? 

W- ^*3 P^s P« mmute (tdourt. X ^ 

'"dudes IweHl software. Mbs £29ft MODEL 7000. 

Co ^W4etPifate^^^ ^B3^iTM 

WtoJ440 x 720 (<pi resolution (bbck .V^A \ 
«dratair).Up to 8 pages per minute k £379 J 

SSfe'cS™'*^ 




PCMCIA Card. 

Ideal for business users. Keep in 
touch with the office and your 
customers. Was £299. 

MODEL Coldcard V34bis+GSM. 




EXPERT ADVICE & AFTER 
SALES SUPPORT 


Internal Fax/Vofce Modem. 

x2 upgradable via the 'mtemeL I _AA 
Requires minimum PI 66MHz ^ CiFSr > 
processor. M0 DHj WnModem. 

IliBIff 


NEW 1 | MOTOROLA 
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£199 
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SAVE "price 






SAVE ”£150 
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PLUSTEK 

24-bit Colour flatbed Scanner. 

x 30° dpi optical resolution. 
4800 dpi 


£2199 




SAVE "£100 


4800 dpi 

interpolated 

resolution. 


fllSKiS tZWXi icauiuuoi 

Includes 

’ •* v. * C-. -■ software. 


c1699 


5ft .r*,* 1 


k-- ;*■>' 


I QMS 

Laser Printer. 

Up to 600 x 600 dpi resolution. Up to 6 
pages per minute. 1Mb RAM. Compact 
size. 

Was £249. 

g MODEL 


DesHaser 600. 


l;. .V- 


SAVE IIS 

(■TT PACK.AK-' 


eToo 


e 399 4 

sAvri 

(ASO B£U 


£229 


LED Page Prfate^^^^TKZAil 

600 dpi resolutioa Up to I .fTA 
4 pages per minute. Compact \ tl/ J 
design. W!as £199. 

MODEL 4W LED. 

Up to 600 x 600 dpi resolution. I «f%#| 
Up to 4 pages per minute. V rlSfSf . 

22 scalable TrueType fonts. 

HURRY UMfTED STOCKS. 

Was £229. MODEL LBP 465. 

BROTHER 

Laser Printer. 

1200 x 600 dpi resolution. 12 pages 
per minute. 2Mb memory. 

Double sided printing capability. 

PLUS 1000 sheets I f'J 1 

of paper FREE. 

Was £859. ■"griTT' 

MODEL: HI 1260e. 


Laser Printer. ” 

600 x 600 dpi resolution. .or VaT 

Muff* 55 ptr mimce - l J3aS, 

Was £369. 

MODEL LaserJet 6L 

Laser Printer. T^33| 

1200 x 600 dpi resolutioa 
Up to 10 pages per minute. kcOAkf. 
2Mb RAM. PUIS 1000 sheets of raper FREE. 
VteS £549. MODEL HL-106CL 


£529 


24-bit Colour Flatbed Scanner. 

300 x 600 dpi optical resolutioa ' <m«| 
Indudes software. Was £149. L £ IlH 
MODEL 60011, N 

WiftCrioorB^BsBiS B grol 

300 x 600 dpi optical resolutioa^. « a«t 
interpolated resolution^. £ I4sl 

Includes software. Was £229. a - = - 

MODEL E3. 

24- bit ColomHaSe^^mS TaiiL \ j 

300 x 600 dpi optical resolutioa [ .Vaa 
«00 dpi interpolated resolution.^ £ 1*1 M 

includes software. Was £329. ■■ 

^jOPfUCaron Canoscan 500. 

ftSBficB Sfc NfcV 1 4 

200 x 400 dpi optical resolution. I 
includes automatic document L £ ISf 21 
feeder. Was £229. N >y * 

MODEL Pagescan Color Pro. 


Was £T29. 

MODEL l 
Optic Pro 4800. V- 

— ”-MtCo»o5rHa555^^? » 3R LrTfl 

fllQ I 6OT * 2400 dpi optical resolutioa PTci!#* 
L IA J y ;}B00 dp interpolated resdution.L £34Sf 
Recognises 68 billion colours. ^ f 

Vtes £699. MODEL CT-95Qq 
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NORTON 

ANTT-VIRUS 2 PLUS NORTON UTILITIES 2. 

The best selling Anti Virus and Utilities titles ail 
into one superb bundle for your PC 
Total Separate Selling Price £ 1 18.99. 



packaged 


half 

PRICE 


" ■ T ■ A 

£699 


clAQ ] Oigttal Cwan 

~ / 768 x 576 resolutioa 2Mb 

memory. Stores up to 38 tmaws. 
Was £899. MODEL RDC-2L 



£759 





HEWLETT 
PACKARD 

All-in-Oae Office 
Solution. 

Colour inkjet printer, colour . j 
flatbed scanner, colour - 
copier. PLUS 1000 sheets 
of paper FREE. 


PfgifciiCatBera. 

493 x 373 resolutioa 2Mb I 
memory. Stores up to 29 images. v£a #9 

1SJS* PhotoEnhancer software. vfeo9 W. 

MODEL DC25. 


Wgrtal Camera. 

640 x 480 resolution. 2Mb 
roemory. 3 zone foarsine. 
Vtes £499. * 

MODEL DS-7. 


HTFM 

e 599 


SONY 

Wgital Camera. 

Stoy 


Was £24^9^ ■aPEUWE^^ t!499 

ssr , “ u, @ £ 19.99 

Baar""* ^ 

£39.99 

KMcnrEDESKmPn^ ^ 

b^ B * BPR0 fij £49 

Manmnn ^ ^ 

asp- 



w~~ ■ pipex 

g DIAL 


10 get con netted lo 
me Internet and more. 
Wn £24.99. 


FIRST AJD ( SAVF 

97 ! £15 


QUICKEN v6 r SAVE 
DELUXE I CIO 


UPLINK v6 

Was £119. 



■ SAGE INSTANT 

1 ACCOUNTS v4 j 

" save’! 
£20 




£699 

SAVEsflTO 


GAMES SOFTWARE SALE 


SAVEsEJO 



fr b«t safin^^^KaDE 

F I jiftai 

gameplay «td 

£5 “wrunemanry from Deslynam and 
W •«*" Motion. Was E29.99 


MATROX 3D Graphics CanL Was £69. 

MCA chipset 4Mb SCRAM. 1280 x 1024 M0DEL 5 
max resolution. Indudes 
Web browser and 
software MPEG player. 

Was £129. 

MODEL Mystique 4Mb. 


I toyrtkk. 

Ideal for flight or driving 
jsomlations. w* £39.99. 
pr M0DEL Wngman Extreme. 


^dl^SSmder software.' 
Was £69. . 

MODEL Sidewinder Pro. 




The revolutionary 
3D pme which 
set new standards 

is.nsr 


SAVEl 

£30 

vT 


Video ACxxianrtot 

S3 968 chipset 2Mb VRAM 
«»Mlor. I £00 x 1200 max 
tesjkton. Was £179. 

MODEL: ttnMi ruiwi 


£64 


£69 




U LT1 M ATE SAVE OVER 1 

QUAKE PACK £30 
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AB-**-Oot OBn SoWiaa. 

(niqct printer, scamec oapw 
pftm paw fax. JftLIIS iM* 
afiapafratE. Was £449iiWPHJ MuftiRAS&lft 


SAVE1 BROTHER 

€50 


tmgBSDL 


AB-fat-One Office Stdnfinu 

Laser printer, copier, scanner, 
and plain paper fax. PLUS 1000 
sheets of paper FREE. MODEL MFC-9000. 


NEW 


mm 

COMPUTER SUPERSTORE 


FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE CALL 0990 464 464 


NEW 



EDlimiONAL S OfTWMSALE mmm 
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CHILDREN'S 



12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 

WITH NO DEPOSIT OIM ALL PRODUCTS OVER £250 


•tr/Mir LTwe? fav- i -- »»•«•■» * ■*• * 

;*otf«.rnitiaC=^?«rr : 5W n !"r»»WJ-£ 5c: 

aafi «-!•:? tftt r IghtM^ert P=b l wr«. ~ 


SPREAD THE .‘COST WITH 48 MONTHLY REPAYMENTS 


T^tjl eurote: * Mancc sms serried Wv»« r*w n 
f r f, -n^. f isaa xa memm pwwena a £30.71. Tate! J* 1-45 



LONDON AflEA 
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HALF 

PRICE 


ENCYCLOPEDIA ^ EW . 

lEEEJj 


“qmopedia for children aged 7-1 1 


ROSETTA STONE SAVE 
LANGUAGE RANGE. £50 , 
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Row over Montserrat aid package 


Andrew Marshall 

Britain announced details of an 
assistance package for the in- 
habitants of Montserrat yes- 
terday, but it fell far short of 
what the volcano-stricken is* 
land’s authorities had recom- 
mended. The country's Chief 
Minister Bertrand Osborne 
immediately called the aid 
package “totally unacceptable - . 
:iTbe delays and confusion in 
arranging help for the belea- 
guered inhabitants have led to 
anti-British demonstrations on 
tpe normally placid island 
against the Governor, Frank 
Savage, and sparked claim and 
counter-claim from Whitehall 
and Montserrat. 

The Government moved 
quickly to try to defuse the row, 
defending itself against claims 
of inactivity and hesitation. “1 
understand that people are dis- 
gruntled but we have acted 
vety quickly and reasonably," 
said Clare Short, Secretary of 
State for International Devel- 
opment. * , We provided funds for 
people who want to travel to 
Britain, we’re now announcing 
a package for people who want 
to relocate in the Caribbean," 
she told the BBC. 

Adults moving to other coun- 
tries in the Caribbean would get 
£2.400 over the next six months, 
provided they did not have sav- 
ings and assets worth more than 
£10.000 pounds. Those under 18 
would get £600. Britain would 
also pay air fares to nearby 
countries. But that is a long way 
short of Lhe recommendations 
made by local officials. 

The package is pegged to av- 
erage earnings on Montserrat 
and is for those living on the is- 
land on August 16, when sci- 
entists said the volcano was 
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Protest: Frank Savage, 
Governor of Montserrat 


becoming much more danger- 
ous. Those who left earlier can 
apply for help under another 
scheme yet to be announced. 

In a live broadcast to Radio 
ZJB Montserrat, Ms Short 
warned islanders that “money 
did not grow on trees". 

“We have to account to our 
Parliament for the way we 
spend our money. We have to 
compare it with what British 
people get when the? have a dis- 
aster." She added: 2 Some kind 
of crazy figures have been 
thrown around." but said much 
higher payments had “never 
been on the cards". 

Britain has already waived 
work permit regulations for 
Montserratians arriving in 
Britain, and allowed them to 
claim social security. This is a 
temporary concession and 1400 
have already taken up the offer. 

Defending itself against crit- 
ics. the Foreign Office said yes- 
terday that “there may be a 
breakdown in communication 
between the government in 
Montserrat and its own citi- 
zens”. But the issue is current- 
ly being bandied by three 
departments - the Foreign Of- 
fice. the Department for Inter- 
national Development and the 
Horae Office - and there are 
signs of weak co-ordination. 

There were also clashes be- 
tween focal officials and the For- 
eign Office over whether an 
evacuation was under way. 
“Those people who want to 
leave are leaving," a Foreign Of- 
fice spokesman said. “Some 
people are taking u£ the offer 
of voluntary evacuation, not in 
great numbers but in an order- 
ly fashion. There's no emer- 
gency.” 

Montserrat officials said the 
Foreign Office was wrong. Eu- 
gene Skerrilt. permanent sec- 
retary to the chief minister, 
said: “The evacuation has not 
started and the false reports are 
causing us a lot of trouble. 
People* believe we are biding 
something from them." 

There is also mounting anger 
on the islands neighbouring 
Montserrat, which have taken 
in those who have fled the 
wrath of the volcano. Antigua 
now hosts 4.000 Montserra- 
tians - as many as remain in 
Montserrat itself. “I have writ- 
ten to the Secretaiy of State and 
said that the situation is now 
dire and requires urgent atten- 
tion." said Ronald Sanders, 
High Commissioner of Antigua 
and Barbuda in London. 



Fires within: People in the town of Diversion watching smoke biflowing from the Soufriere Mils volcano yester da y 
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Phil Davison 

On board HMS Liverpool, 
off Montserrat 

Captain David Snelson t hinks 
he and his 250 crewmen and 
women can cope with the vol- 
cano. But he is praying they 
don't get hit by a hurricane dur- 
ing their current operation. 

The crew of the guided mis- 
sile destroyer mobilised on 
board and onshore yesterday to 


Up to 500 people a day may leave the island by boat for Antigua 


organise the evacuation of up 
to 3,000 Montserratians who 
wish to leave the island, prob- 
ably beginning either today or 
tomorrow. 

Barring hurricanes or strong 
tropical storms - the hurricane 
season is about to reach its peak 
- they hope to oversee the 
evacuation of 400-500 people a 
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day to neighbouring Antigua 
and complete the operation by 
the end of August. 

The Liverpool lowered its 
“scrambling net” - a rope web- 
bing for emergency boarding — 
and its “accommodation lad- 
der”, or vertical gangplank, 
yesterdayfor usein theeventof 
a major volcanic eruption on the 
British Caribbean colony. 

But the captain was confident 
the warship itself would not be 
needed to evacuate Montser- 
ratians. It will be used only ff the 
volcano stages a major eroption 
and people flee to the shoreline 
in panic. 

In that case, the ship’: 
helicopter and two rigid 
aUes would bring people on 
board but that would be a slow 
process and Capt Nelson con- 
siders it an unlikely worst-case 


scenario. “The Lynx can carry 
only four or five people and the 
RIBs [dinghies] only a few 
more. We carry guns, not 
boats," he tokf reporters on the 
vessel’s focYle, a mile off the 
lush shoreline of Little Bay in 
the north of the island. 

Ttoo or three small tour 
boats, carrying around 50 peo- 
ple each, will ferry evacuees to 
the nearby island of Antigua. A 
few may stay there but most are 
expected to wait in hotels, at 
Britain's expense, for up to 
three weeks while onward 
flights to Britain axe arranged. 

Royal Navy crewmen and 
women, in blue tropical uni- 
forms and shorts, put up tents 
yesterday beside the jetty built 
in June to facilitate the evacu- 
ation. At least one Liverpool 
crew member with first-aid 


t raining will travel on each fer- 

iy- 

Capt. Nelson said he was an- 
noyed by some British media 
coverage which suggested the 
Liverpool was here as part of 
“Paine rstonian gunboaf’ diplo- 
macy while doing nothing to 
help Montserratians. 

“In an emergency, we’d just 
pack everybody on board. On 
families’ Day in Rirtsmouth we 
had 550 people on board,” he 
said. 

“The hurricane season does 
pose a complication,” the cap- 
tain added. “You wouldn't want 
people out on ferries during a 
hurricane. But the Caribbean 
has good early warning on 
storms so might stop the evac- 
uation, or speed it up.” 

He said that in the event of 
a major volcanic eruption. 


“we’d weigh anchor and loiter 
a mile or two away”. 

Crewmen said the ship had 
had to install filters on air inlets 
after ash and grit from the vol- 
cano showered the warship re- 
cently. There was a strong smell 
of sulphur in the area, from the 
volcano, as the captain spoke. 

In touching scenes onshore 
yesterday, scores of people reg- 
istered for the voluntary evac- 
uation. Kingsley Meade, a 
penteoostal preacher, said he 
hoped to get to Edmonton, 
north London, to live with his 
son. The registration form told 
him he could leave with oriy two 
subcases. 

Priscilla Allen, 63, was ndt 
worried about the suitcase, 
quota. She could barely fill 
one with the things she was able 
to take when she fled her home - 
in Streatham two years ago 
and moved from shelter to 
shelter since. 
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Jason Bennetta 

Crime Correspondent 

A Kurdish leader has been ex- 
tradited to Germany to face 
charges of masterminding a se- 
ries of terrorist attacks after 
spending 33 months in a British 
jail fighting deportation. 

Supporters of Kani Yflmaz, 
European spokesman for the 
Kurdistan Workers' Party or 
PICK, which is fighting a guer- 
rilla campaign against the Turk- 
ish authorities for Kurdish 
independence, yesterday ac- 
cused the British government of 
supporting stare terrorism. 

Mr Yflmaz, 47, also known as 
Eaysal Dunlayicbi, is accused of 
playing a leading role in plan- 
ning nearly 140 arson attacks on 
Turkish businesses, banks, trav- 
el agencies and other interests 
throughout Germany in 1993. 
The PKK ate outlawed in Ger- 
many, where one man was 
killed in a restaurant arson.He 
was arrested in London outside 
the House of Commons in Oc- 
tober 1994 as he was about to 
meet a Labour MP and a peer 
to discuss the Kurdish issue. He 
bad been allowed into Britain 
on a number of occasions with 


the permission of immigration 
officials. 

Mr Yflmaz and his support- 
ers, who include a number of 
Labour MPs, have been fight- 
ing a Germany extradition or- 
der, but Jack Straw, the Home 
Secretary, has agreed to h. 

They believe he could face 
imprisonment iu Germany for 
his political beliefs. He and 
other party members have high- 
lighted widespread human 
rights abuses against the Kurds 

by the Turkish government 

His imprisonment at Bel- 
marsh high security jail in south 
London led to street battles with 
Kurdish demonstrators and 
protests by more than 2,000 
Kurds outside the Home Office. 

Mark Campbell. a member of 
the Kurdistan Solidarity Com- 
mittee, a campaign group in 
London, said that Mr Yflmaz, 
who arrived in Germany on 
Wednesday, was determined to 
fight his case in court. 

He added: “There is sup- 
posed to be freedom of speech 
m Britain. A political repre- 
sentative should be allowed 
into this country to talk about 
peaceful solutions without fear 
of arresL" 


significant shorts 


Tobacco chief admits 
smoking-related deaths 

About 100,000 Americans “ migh t have” died from 
smoking-related diseases, the chairman of tobacco 
company Philip Morris conceded yesterday to lawyers 
suing his company. Geoffrey Bible made the surprise 
admission during questioning in preparation for trial of a 
lawsuit. Ron Motley, a lawyer representing Florida, called 
Mr Bible's statement a major breakthrough because, 
except for one maverick, other industry leaders have not 
made such a concession. AP - West Palm Beach 


N Korea faces more famine 

Famine-stricke n North Korea is expected to face more 
hard times next year because the current drought would 
seriously affedt crops. South Korea's Unification Ministry 
said. The grain shortage was likely to rise to 2.6 million 
tonnes in 1998 from 2 milli on Reuters — Seoul 

India U-tum over the Queen 

pie Queen can visit any part of India that she wants during 
her trip m October, Prime Minister Inder Kumar Guiral 
said in an apparent about-face in a controversy over the 
monarch s tour. “The main thing is that she is an honoured 
guest of India, We do not want any controversy during her 
visit, Mr Gujral said. Reuters - NewDeihl 

Clinton postpones strike move 

President Bill Omtcwi moved to postpone any strike at the 
Amtrak railroad by 60 days, acting two days after the 
teamsters Union ended a disruptive two-week walkout at 

PresWenl intervened by 
mvokmg the Railway Labor Act, a law that empowers him 
to prevent a disruption of interstate commerce. 

Reuters - Edgartown, Massachusetts 
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i ica agrees arms S] 

Britain expected to tender for business as minister 


- j 

international 

spending spree 

!ter reverses military decline 
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siu'on. “One of the reasons we since there is no immedi ate or 
keep i shying away from peace- medium term mHitaiy threat 
keeping is that we don't have the from its neighbours 
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Singapore 
leader in 
court battle 

PM and opposition leader hire 
csntish lawyers to fight their case 

Matthew Chance „ 


S CabiDeL wash D0W - M «st mflicaiy an- 
SaS^*S ! ?T ya J d afysts agree the South African 
ne th ty&Xed to be defence force is in a bad condi- 
B 68 10 teDder ^oo- TTte navy’s last warships 

.. . ■ were bought 25 years ago” 

decision k re- Mr Sass said militarylpend- 

hS5S CtDV i? w *** iD S was essential if South Africa 
lise whose defence budget was to maintain its regional po- 


guing for months that with 
apartheid and the Cold War 
gone the South African Na- 


from its ne^hbours. 

But defence chiefs warn a 
military force cannot be built up 
overnight and South Africa 
should always be ready for un- 
foreseen aggression. 

Anticipating parliamentary 
approval, the international de- 
fence companies arc already in 

c i ■ 


e 1 '" 1 - ■j'-'uui rtincan ins- ience companies arc already in 
honal Defence Force should be South Africa pitching for busi- 
rundamemally redefining itself, ness. “Overseas salesmen are al- 
He recommends it focus on in- ready buying drinks for South 
terual crime fighting and anti- African navy officers,” said Mr 
illegal immigrant border patrol £a« 


The military contracts in- 
volve billions of rands and lu- 
crative international counter 
trade deals. Mr Sass said Britain 
was expected to put together^ 
package to provide Corvettes, 
fighter aircraft and four surplus 
Upholder class submarines, 
which were buDt by Vickers for 
the British government ra the 
mid-1990s for £600m but nev- 
er went into operation. 

South Africa's defence bud- 
get is 1.6 per cent of the coun- 
try's gross domestic product It 
reached an apartheid-era peak 


of 4.5 per cent of GDP in 1989. 
The defence department is 
pushing for the budget to be 
raised to around 2 per cent; the 
level for which It claims many 
other countries settle. 

' The SANDE now composed 
of former guerrillas who fought 
apartheid and the soldiers who 
once defended it, is halving its 
personnel in tine with Mr 
Modise's promise to create a 
leaner, cheaper, better 
equipped fighting force. While 
job cuts will bring savings which 
can be ploughed into new 


equipment. Mr Modise has yet 
to clmch his bitter battle with fi- 
nance minister Trevor Manuel 
for a gradual guaranteed in- 
crease in defence spending. 
According to Dr Cilliers, the 
SANDFs new spending will 
bave to be gradual and initial- 
ly on credit. 

Given the SANDF’s disrep- 
utable past the rehabilitation of 
the forces has proved a tricky 
business. Deputy defence min- 
ister Ronnie Kasrils promised 
earlier this year that SANDF 
had transformed itself and was 
no longer the “same old rav- 
enous wolf plundering state 
coffers at the expense of the 
poor and needy". 


In a defamation case which 
has struck at the heart of Sin- 
gapore’s autocratic leadership 
style, a leading British QC de- 


ure is awaiting a court verdict 
after four days of bruising and 
-for Singapore - frank public 
debate. 

Prime Minister Goh Chok 
Tong was accused by George 
Carman QC of “exaggerating"* 
to the court for the puiposes of 
“putting a shine” on his slander 
case against Joshua Jeyarat- 
nam, the country’s 71 -year-old 
Workers’ Party leader. Mr Je- 
yaratnam faces financial ruin 
and tiie effective end of his long 
political career if the court de- 
cides to award heavy financial 
damages to Mr Goh, over re- 
marks made during last De- 
cember's election campaign. 

Mr Goh has contested and 
won multi-million pound 
defamation cases against nu- 
merous political opponents and 
newspapers. 

The prime minister says Mr 
Jeyaratnam lobbed a political 
"Molotov cocktail” at his lead- 
ership by announcing at an 
election rallv the fact that an- 



George Carman QC: Accused 
PM of exaggerating to the corat 


_ ptiier opposition figure, Thng 
Liang Hong, had filed police re- 
b ports against the ruling party. 

The reports were later made 
p public on the orders of Mr 
■- Goh, who said he had no thing 
5 - to hide. B 

“The original de fama tion 
d on the eve of polling day, to an 
c audience hostile to the piamHff 
was calculated to whip up emo- 
k tions and feeling against him 
• and cause the maximum polit- 
ical damage and personal hurt,” 
f Mr Goh’s British lawyer, Tbm 
r Shields, told a packed High 
- Court in his summation. 

I In a seating attack on the 
prime minister’s motives in 
i bringing the matter to court, Mr 
: Caiman, 68, an Oxford-edu- 
cated lawyer and one of 
Britain’s most accomplished 
barristers, poured scorn on the 
politician’s claim for damages, 
arguing that the statement to 
which the prime minister ob- 
jected was not only true -a fact 
that in Britain or the United 
States would in most cases be 
the ultimate defence - but did 
the standing of the Singapore- 
an government “no harm what- 
soever”. “This case in justice, 
fairness and in reason should be 
dismissed in law,” said Mr Car- 
man, concluding that the prime 
minister's testimony had been 
“a piece of cheap melodrama” 
in reaction to “the normal cut 
and thrust of democratic poli- 
tics". 

He accused the prime min- 
ister of attempting to silence his 
critics through the courts. 

Throughout the hearing, Mr 
Goh insisted that his purpose in 
coining to court was solely to 
protect his reputation and that 
of his party colleagues. But he 
testified that 1997 had been a 
good year, saying his standing 
in the world had not been in- f 
jured. h 





Siew is named as Taiwan’s prime minister 


Iferesa Poole 

Peking 


Taiwan’s President, Lee Teng-hui, yes- 
terday named Vincent Siew as his new 
prime minister, paving the way for a 
government reshuffle aimed at restor- 
ing the popularity of the ruling Kuom- 
intang (KMT) party. 

The switch will allow the oulgoing 
prune minister. Lien Chan, who is also 
deputy president, to spend more time 
repairing his low public ratings ahead 


of presidential elections due in 2000, 
when he is likely to emerge as the 
KMT’s candidate. Mr Lee has said he 
will not stand again and has been 
grooming Mr Lien as his successor. 

Mr Siew, 58, wfll take up his post 
on 1 September after next week’s KMT 
annual party congress approves the ap- 
pointment He will be the first Taiwan- 
born prime minis ter since the KMT 
fled to Taiwan in 1949, and also the first 
prime minister to have been popular- 
ly elected to the legislature. Mr Siew 


(pronounced Sbao) led T&iwan’s Main- 
land Affairs Council in 1994-5 and last 
year he ran Mr Lee’s successful cam- 
paign in the presidential elections. 

Eaffieryesterday, Mr Lien and his 
whole cabinet tendered their resigna- 
tions to make way for the expected cab- 
inet reshuffle. Mr Lien, 60, had wanted 
to give up the prime ministership 


earlier this year after a 
profile murders and Id 


ate of higb- 
appings re- 


sulted in public demonstrations of 
50,000 protesters against the govern- 
ment's inability to deal with crime. Most 
grisly was the kidnapping and murder 
pf a television celebrity's 17-year-old 
daughter, Pai Hsiao-yen, whose body 
was found naked in a drain. 

Fighting crime will remain high on 
the agenda for the new government, 
especially after a gun battle in Taipei 

this week when one of Ms PhTs kid- 
nappers was killed, but two managed 
to escape a massye police cordon. Last 


week Taiwan’s top police officer, the 
National Police Administration di- 
rector Yan Kao-chiao resigned after the 
same gang abducted and tortured a lo- 
cal busine ssman 

Mr Slew's experience on mainland 
affairs will stand him in good stead for 
further wrangles with Peking as Chi- 
na becomes more aggressive about 
wanting a timetable for re unifi cation 
This week Peking dismissed an offer 
from Thipei to reopen talks, whidi have I 
been suspended for two years. 


Change to 
Interest Rates. 

With effect firm the start of business 
on 22nd August 1997 the following 
Business Cheque and Deposit rates 
are applicable to the accounts set 
out below: 

Rate per Annum 
GROSS GROSS * 
CAJL% 


I ofliS\ 
I i> *t ten- 
I d mnqt 


Instant Access Cheque Account 


£250,000+ 

3.60 

3.65 

£100,000-249,999 

3.20 

3.24 

£50,000-99,999 

2.70 

273 

£10,000-49,999 

235 

237 

£2,000-9,999 

1.90 

1.91 

£1-1,999 

1J.0 

1.21 

Schools Banking Account 


4.95 

5.04 

Capital Reserve Account 

*•* 

£250,000+ 

5.70 

5.82 

£100,000-249,999 

5.50 

5.61 

£50,000-99,999 

5.2Q 

S30 

£10,000-49,999 

4.80 

4.89 

£2,000-9,999 

4.40 

4.47 

£1-1,999 

4.40 

4.47 

Practice Call Aemu*** 



530 

5.41 


Designated Clients Account 


£100,000+ 

530 

5.41 


£50,000-99,999 

5.10 

5.20 


£10,000-49,999 

4.85 

4.94 


£2,000-9^99 

3.45 

3.49 


£1-1,999 

1.95 

1.96 


Business C 

all Account 



£250,000+ 

430 

4.37 


£50,000-249,999 

4.10 

4.16 


£10,000-49,999 

3.75 

3.80 


£1,000-9,999 

3.45 

3.49 


£1-999 

330 

334 
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Up to 75% Off ladies fashion brands indading Ralph iauren, Jacques Vert, Synonyme and Betty Barclay, 
up to 50% off leading shoe brands including Bertie, Nike, Adidas, Reebok and Chelsea CoMMer. 

Huge reductions across Home products including up to 50% off garden furniture and accessories, up to 50% off china 
and up to 30% off dishwashers and fridges by AEG, Bosch and Electrolux.' 
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to take a democratic turn 


The west may be missing a histor- 
ica opportunity for rapprochement 
with Tehran, writes Robert Fisk 


President Mohammad Khatami adressing (he Majlis on 20th August. He won 
approval for his cabinet only after 20 hours of stormy debate. Photograph :AP 


President Mohamed Khatami’s 
new government - approved in 
its entirety by die “ majlis ” (par- 
liament) in Tehran on Wednes- 
day otters an unprecedented 
moment for the West to come 
to terms with the nation which 
overthrew the Sh«h and de- 
stroyed American prestige in the 
Middle East almost two decades 
ago. But already Washington 
seems set on destroying the 
chances of a rapprochement 

The initial U§ reaction to the 
new administration in Tehran 
was as predictable as it was mis- 
judged The US would open a 
dialogue, according to the State 
Department, if Iran would dis- 
cuss nuclear weapons, “terror- 
ism" and the “peace process”. 

Since Iran will no more talk 
about its nuclear weapons (if 
any) than Israel and smee the 
American definition of “terror- 
ism” is somewhat different to 
Iran’s, and because Iran regards 
tlw “peace prooess” as dead, this 


was as good as slamming the 
door on ary relationship be- 
tween Washington and Tehran. 

In the Iranian capital, serious 
men (and at least one woman) 
are trying to democratise the Is- 
lamic republic and to give their 
people both intellectual and 
physical freedom: an end to cen- 
sorship, to unjust i mpri s o nm e nt 
and secret executions, an end to 
dictatorial clerical rule and sev- 
enth century punishments. 

When! met Ayatollah Mo- 
hajerani last year, he spoke at 
length about the need for uni- 
ty m Iran -about the avofcla^ 
of political division within the 
state — bat showed himself well- 
read in Western literature and 
politics. Now he is the power- 
ful new minister of culture and 
Islamic guidance, a department 
whose name he mayweQ choose 
to alter but which has the abil- 
ity to allow Iranian newspapers 
and television some real free- 
dom of expression. 
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JON RIDZWAN, Kitchen Sales Adviser. B&Q SIDCUP 
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Stainless Steel Single Becfric Fan Oven Pack with 
Oas Hob and Standard Hood 

Oven features: 12 hour digital - _ _ 

clock/auto timer, variable electric grill, w Mm ^ 


Single Fan Oven Pack with 
Standard Cooker Hood and 
Gas Hob 

With standard wall mounted 
hood and gas hob. In brown 
or white. Oven features: Fouf 
flow cooking system, variable 
grill, 60 minute minder, 
integrated cooling fan system, 
double glazed door. (BSO801) 


Built-In Integrated 
Fridge/Freezer 


airflow door cooling, thermostatic 
temperature Indicator light. 




With reversible doors. Fridge 
features: 155 litres, adjustable 


features: 155 litres, adjustable 
thermostat, toll auto defrost, 
3-door balconies, crisper 
drawers. Freezer features: 

96 litres, 4 star rating, tost freeze 
compartment, three 
toll width drawers, acoustic 
'door open' alarm. (BFF842) 


£ 259 . 



Bum Under Fridge 
and 3 Star Ice Box .. 
Designed to fit perfectly into 
a run of kitchen units, mis 
120 litre fridge features auto 
defrost, 2 salad crispers, egg 
rack, adjustable shelf andis 
thermostatically regulated. 
(800191) 

£ 299 " 



Stainless Steel Double Oven Pack 
wttti Gas Hob and Integrated 
Cooker Hood 

Oven features: CIrcotherm forced 
air main oven, conventional top oven 
with closed door variable grilling, LH3 
dock, minute timer, automatic timer, 
‘safer touch' double glazed doors 
with Thermax 50 a 

glass, Integral . rO fl l 
cooling fans. Y 




Integrated D ish washer 
In white or brown. 

Features: 12 place settings, 
3 programmes, 
encapsulated M 

4 spray levels, f 


Gainsborough Itain Cavity 
Oven Pack wfHi Becfric or 
Oas Hob and Visor Hood 

Oven features: Separate oven 
and grill cavity, large fan oven, 
24-how electronic dock, auto- 
timer and minute minder and 
Credadean liners. 


Continental Double Oven 
Pack wttti Electric or Gas 
Hob and Visor Hood 
Oven features: large tan oven 
with stow cook faculty, second 


£ 399 - £599 


oven with grill, fan cooled 
fascia ana oven door, 
electronic clock/programmer 
and Credadean liners. 
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Left to right Kama! Kharrazi, Forest m i n iste r, AtaoUah Mohajerani, Minis ter for 
and Islamic Guidance, and Rear-Admiral Afi Shamkhani, defence minister 


AliRillahiah, the intelligence 
minister who was named by a 
German court in April as or- 
ganising the assassination of 
Kurdish dissid ents in Berlin, 
has been sacked, to be replaced 
by another student of the West, 
Qoxbanali Don NajafobadL Na- 
jafabadi may not be the happi- 
est choke for the job - he talks 
of an all-pervasive intelligence 
service within Iran. But could 
there bea more obvious ^mbot 

than M’r Rtnahtfln 'g fffemBegflf nf 

Mr Khatami's desire to dis- 
tance himself from Iran's war 
against aimed opponents of the 
regime? Europe’s ambassadors, 
who were withdrawn after the 
German court verdict, will not 
flock back to Tfehran within 
days. But they may reflea that 
the country they do eventually 
return to has been changed ut- 
terly by the elections of 5 May. 

It would be pleasant, of 
course, if Tfehran would ad- 
dress the WesL's immediate 
concerns: the role of the Iran- 
ian secret service in overseas as- 
sassinations, the “fatwa” against 
Salman Rushdie, its support for 
those who not only oppose the 
now-dead Arab- Israeli “peace 
process” but do so with bombs. 

But President Khatami was 
elected by 69 per cent of Iran’s 
voters to gjye bos people freedom 
from the dictatorial rule of cler- 


ics whose literal-minded inter- 
pretation of the Koran made a 
mockery of Islamic freedoms 


up the economy- not to turn ! 
into an American satellite. 


Kamal Kharrazi, the foreign 
minister, has always favoured in- 
tellectual “dialogue'’ with the 
United States - and, given the 
threats made against him, paid 
a high price for saying so. But 
this does not mean that Iran 
wishes to support US policy in 
the Middle East, least of all 
Washington's uncritical support 
for IsraeL The new government 
may wish to engage in talks with 
the US about the future of the 
region, as it already does with 
the Arab Gulf states; it is not, 
however, going to withdraw its 
support for the HizboDah guer- 
rillas in Lebanon so that Israel's 
occupation of the south of the 
country is made easier. 

After almost 20 years of bes- 
tialisation of Iran - along with 
Iraq, Sudan, Libya and other 
pariah states - these Americans 
who visit Iran invariably find 
themselves faced with a con- 
tradiction. The nation boasts 
what is arguably the most de- 
mocratic - or least undemoc- 
ratic-parliament in the Middle 
East, women are forced to 
wear the “chador”, but they can 
drive cats, take senior jobs in the 


civil service and work alongside 
men _ something which is not 
vouchsafed to women in Amex-_ 
ica’s much loved ally, Saudi Ara- - 
bia. Tfehran magazines now • 
publish interviews with - and 1 
sometimes by - American aca- • 
demies. At Tehran university last 
year, I watched students de- 
bating, in flawless English,. the. 
work of American linguists and 
philosophers. 

The new government is bur- 
dened with a history it might 
wish to forget: the anti-Rushdie 
“fatwa", the takeover of the US 
embassy, the mass execution - 
8,000, some say - of political 
prisoners in 1988. It is not easy . 
to make amends without dam- 
aging the memory of the maxi 
w&o remains beyond criticism 
in Iran: Ayatollah Khomeini. 

Ironicalfy, the only gesture ton 
wards the new government in 
Tfehran has come from the one 
nation it will not recognise: Is- ; 
raeL Within hours of the Khata- 
mi government's confirmation, 
Israel pulled an anti-Iranian 
television station off its-satellite 
t ransmissions, thus preventing 
the most violent of Tfehran 'sen- ; 
emies from inciting their coun- 
trymen to violence on* the ' 
screen. The Wsst, meanwhile, 
continues to support those who 
wish to overthrow the Iranian 
government by violent means.- 


Young give Pope a pop 
star’s welcome to Paris 


Joanna Lee 

Paris 

and agenci e s 


The Pope won a pop star’s wel- 
come from 500,000 young peo- 
ple at a world youth festival in 
ftiris yesterday as a new opinion 
poll showed most French youths 
felt religion was irrelevanL 
He beamed as a huge crowd 
by the Eiffel Tower cheered, 
stamped and waved flags at al- 
most every word he said. The 
Pope asked: “Why did [engineer 
Gustave] Eiffel build this tow- 
er? To have a great meeting 
here of world youth.” Calling 
the festival a “vast gathering of 
hope", the Pope earlier told 
French President Jacques 


Chirac the young faced a diffi- 
cult search for physical and 
spiritual well-being in a world 
scarred by violence, unem- 
ployment and poverty. 

“Wherever people are suf- 
fering, wherever they are hu- 
miliated by poverty or injustice 
and wherever a mockery is 
made of their rights, make it 
your task to serve them," the 
Pope said. 

French political leaders have 
shied away from such meetings 
in the past, because of the Vat- 
ican’s opposition to French leg- 
islation on abortion and the 
strong secular traditions of the 
French Republic. The Interior 
Minister Jean Pierre Cbevene- 
ment has argued that neither the 


meeting nor the event itself 

ularity and seeTthe^lbstwaJ as 
“a great event for France, rather" 
like the World Cup”, that twH 
take place in France next year. 

The organisation ofthefeptk 
val has been marred by worries 
over the demise of Catbofinsm. 
in France. Less than athndbfi 
the festival crowd were nativfe 
FrenduMany young people are; 
going less frequently to mass and 
are ignoring Catholic dogma: 
This is in large part due to the 
Catholic Church's teaching on 
contraception and abortion. 
Bertrand Robert, 20, a histoiy 
student in Paris described the 
Catholic teachings as “authori- 
tarian. inflexible and oat-dated?: 
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Destiny day 
in mission 
save Mir 



Vs 





H e len Womack 

Moscow 


a pop 
Paris 


.The two Russian cosmonauts on the 
ageing Mir complex will today take a 
raky “mteroal space walk” into the dark 
•Jr™® 1 . “ e de Pressurised Spektr 
“Kempt to repair dam- 
igfi which has left the stationTudf-crip- 
pled since a collision in June. 

J2“®rtgy* Je operation Michael 
Bntish-bom guest astronaut 
irom Nasa, wffl sit in the escape cap- 
atfe to which his crewmates, Anatoly 
Solovyov and Pavel Vinogradov, would 
peat a hasty retreat if an emergency 
meant they had to evacuate Mir. But 
both Russian and US space officials ex- 
pressed confidence yesterday that the 
repairs would succeed and give the J 1 - 
year-old station a new lease of life. 

Mir. which has suffered a string of 
technical faults because, on their own 
admission, the Russians are saving 
money by only replacing spare parts 
when they break down instead of when 
they reach the end of their life ex- 
pectancy, lost half its power in June 
TJjfaen a Progress cargo craft hit and 
Wed Spektr. 

'The module had to be disconnected 
from the mother ship and stopped con- 
tributing its share of energy from the 
solar panels which cover the entire ex- 
terior of Mir. 

The aim of today's repairs is to re- 
connect the cables between Mir and 
Spektr. But the task is a good deal trick- 
er than putting plugs back into sockets. 

Because Spektr is airless. Solovyov 
and Vinogradov can only enter it wear- 
ing oxygen-giving suits of the kind 
they would put on to walk in open space. 


Igor Gwidiarov, the chief doctor at Mis- 

aonComrol, said the “internal space 
walk" was easier than leaving the ajace 
snip from a psycho logical point of 
view because there would be “no hang- 
ing in space, no seeing the Earth be- 
low your feet". But it wU be more 
aim cult in physical te rm*: 

The R ussian -made Or lan space suits 
are bulky, the passage into Spektr is nar- 
row, the module itself has little room 
for cat-swinging and debris such as bro- 
ken glass could be floating around in- 
side. David Wolf, the US astronaut 
training to replace Foale, ripped his 
glove during a simulation of the Spek- 
tr operation in a swimming pool at Star 
City outside Moscow this week. 

If the cosmonauts tear their suits for 
real today, they will have little chance 
of surviving. 

Commander Solovyov, who bas 43 
hours of space-walking experience, 
will bear the main burden of the worki 
gliding into Spektr feet-fiist while 
Vinogradov gives him support from be- 
hind. Foale will sit in the Soyuz rock- 
et but not in a space suit 

*Tf something goes seriously wrong," 
said VhJery Ryumin, head of the Mrr- 
Nasa programme, “all three cosmonauts 
wfl] have to abandon Mir in the Soyuz.” 

Mission Control was not anticipat- 
ing problems. The computer failure 
which earlier this week forced the 
crew to save energy by switc hing off aD 
but life-support systems was corrected. 
Afir recovered its orientation in relation 
to the sun and recharged its batteries. 
The spacemen also recharged theirs by 
resting yesterday and going to bed ear- 
ly ahead of the repairs which were due 
to start first thing in the morning. 



international 

Yeltsin joins 
trend of 
tighter arms 
exports 


Dress rehearsal: David WOK, the US astronaut scheduled to replace Michael Foale on board Mir, donning 
a spacesot during a weightlessness training exercise at Mission Control in Russia Photograph: Reuters 
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Peace-keepers 
move in to halt 
Serb civil war 

Tensions mount between rival 
factions in Pale and Banja Luka 


Christopher BaBamy 

Defence Correspondent 

Boris Yeltsin yesterday feed the 
chief of Russian arms exports, 
appointed a new supremo 
linked with die aircraft industry, 
and ordered a series of mea- 
sures to tighten state control 
over the arms business - the 
country’s principal earner of 
hard currency. 

Mr Yeltsin fired Alexander 
KoteUdn, chief of the Rosvoor- 
uzheniye (Russian Armaments) 
slate weapons export company, 
only a day after officials re- 
ported they expected to make 
more than $4bn (£L5bn) from 
arms sales this year. Last year, 
Russia was the world’s third 
biggest arms exporter, with ex- 
ports worth $4.6bn, just be- 
hind Britain’s $4.8bn. Top was 
the United States, exporting 
SI 1 Jim worth of aims. 

In Mr KoteUdn ’s place Mr 
Yeltsin has appointed Yevgeny 
Ananev, a former chairman of 
the Mapo bank which is linked 
with the company that buflds the 
Mikoyan- Gurevich (MiG) 
range of combat aircraft. 

The Presidential decrees is- 
sued yesterday transformed 
Rosvooruzheniye into a new 
state company bearing the same 
name bat with greater govern- 
ment controL Two other state- 
run companies, Promerport 
and the new “Russian Tech- 
nologies Company" were also 
granted the status of official 
weapons exporters. Promex- 
port will handle selling military 
equipment made obsolete by 
Russia’s planned military re- 
forms. and Russian Technolo- 
gies will handle the provision of 
military expertise necessary to 
operate equipment. Rosvoor- 
uzheniye will continue to han- 
dle the export of most new 
weapons systems. 

Russia seems to be taking a 
leaf out of its Western com- 
petitors* book. Shortly after 
Robin Cook, the Foreign Sec- 
retary, announced a new “eth- 
ical" approach to arms exports, 
and with the US Congress fi- 
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Christopher BeBatny 

The international community 
pulled together yesterday to ny 
to prevent a civil war breaking 
out in Serb-controlled Bosnia. 
Tension was feared to be 
mounting between supporters 
of Bfljana Plavsic, the elected 
President of the Bosnian Serb 
mini-state — “Republika Srps- 
ka”— and those soil loyal to ex- 
president and indicted war 
c rimina l Radovan Karadzic, 
including Momcilo Krajisnik, 
the Serb member of the three- 
man Presidency of all Bosnia. 

On Wednesday, interna- 
tional peace-keepers moved in 
to Banja Luka m north-west 
Bosnia to block a possible coop 
by police opposed to Ms 
Plavsic, seizing 2J00 ill 
held arms and quantities of 

ging equipment. 

There had been fears that 
Russia - a member of the five- 
nation “contact group", along 
with the US, Britain, France 
and Germany - would tweak 
with the- other members over 
the conduct of elections for a 
parliamentary assembly due to 
be held on 11-12 October. Bui 
yesterday a meeting of tiie Or- 
ganisation for Security and Co- 
operation in Europe (OSCE), 
a, ended on an op- 


# 


v 


Green Flag m 

Motoring Assistance 

WE LEAVE EVERYONE STANDING BUT YOU 

htfp^/ww*r.g r «nfl*9jm.tik 

-Band on i** «*v * = ** r 


held in Vienna, 
timistic note. 

The OSCE’s main role in the 
peace-building process is to 
monitor electrons. 

Russia, which had opposed 
OSCE participation in the Oc- 
tober elections, “took a flexible 
position”, diplomatic sources 

said. “They said Plavsic’s efforts 

to implement the (November . September 


1995jDaytou peace accord de- 
serve our support. The idea of 

bolding elections is a good one 
and the OSCE should contin- 
ue its preparatory work.” 

The Danish chaiman said all 
the delegates now thought 
OSCE involvement was agood 
idea. 


Czech ground troops and US 
gunship helicopters disarmed 
Bosnian Serb police opposed to 
Ms Plavsic was a clear inter- 
vention in what might have 
become a civil war between ri- 
val Bosnian Serb factions. Yes- 
terday morning the inter- 
national stabilisation force - S- 
For -was on tenterhooks, won- 
dering whether armed 
opposition would break out. 
Plavsic's opponents con- 
demned her as a collaborator, 
and even compared her to Ital- 
ian dictator Benito Mussolini. 
Karadzic supporters issued a 
proclamation describing the 
move into Banja Luka as “an 
attempt at foreign occupation” 
and condemning Plavsic as a 
traitor. 

Later in the cfay the UN’s In- 
ternational Police Task Force 
continued gping through the 
material seized in the five po- 
lice depots in Banja' Luka on 
Wednesday. 

The haul included rocket 
launchers, thousands of rounds 
of ammunition, h and grenades 
and, “a couple of hems that be- 
long more in. a James Bond 
movie than in a police sta- 
tion’*, according to UN 
spokesman Alexander Ivanko. 
Under tire Dayton agreement 
the Bosnian Serb police are al- 
lowed side arms but not “long- 
banefled weapons” - rifles - let 
alone rocket launchers. The 
items included booby-trapped 
pens, plastic explosives and 
mire UN licence plates. 

International diplomats be- 
lieve Ms Plavsic, who was de- 
mocratically ^elected in 
year, can be 


nalising a new “code of con- 
duct" on arms exports, Mr 
Yeltsin said he would personally 
approve all weapons export, 
until a detailed list of items 
allowed to be sold and of ap- 
proved customers is finalised. 

Mr Yeltsin has also ordered 
the newly appointed chief of 
Promexport. Vyacheslav Fil- 
imonov, to devise new measures 
to facilitate exports. According 
to Rosvoomzheniye’s deputy di- 
rector, Oleg Sidorenko, Russia 
is aiming to export arms to the 
Persian Gulf, elsewhere in the 
Middle East and Latin Ameri- 
ca, as well as its traditional cus- 
tomers, India and China. 

Third world countries often 
need help to pay for their arms 
through export credit guaran- 
tees. 

Mr Sidorenko said that al- 
though the US is by far the 
world’s biggest arms exporter- 
Russia might “catch up by 2001 " 
- though Western experts doubt 
iL Russia's economy is in crisis 
and although some of its ar- 
maments are superb there are 
doubts about Russia's ability to 
provide after-sales service. 

Yesterday, Russia unveiled a 
new anti-aircraft and anti-mis- 
sile system, an updated version 
of the S -3 00, known to Nato as 
the SA-1 2 “Grumble", which is 
similar to the US Patriot. Rus- 
sia recently did a deal to sell 
S-300s to die Greek Cypriots, 
which has greatly angered the 
Turks. The new S-300, called 
Favorit, has a longer range - 
125 miles - and a more pow- 
erful warhead than earlier 
versions. 

■ Kiev (AP) - Ukraine's top 
arms sales official defended his 
country's deals to repair Sovi- 
et-made tanks for Syria, saying 
the refurbished equipment 
would not heigh ten tensions on 
the Israeli border. Ukraine re- 
cently returned more than 100 
T-55MV tanks to Syria after re- 
pairing them under a 1995 con- 
tract to fix 200 of the vehicles, 
said Andriy Kufcm, director of 
the arms sales co-ordination 
body Ukrspetsexpon. 


trusted and hope she will help 
find and extradite war crimes 
suspects Karadzic and Ratko 
Mladic. . 

US envoy Robert Gelbard 
blamed Krajisnik and Karadz- 
ic for creating “an extremely 
dangerous situation” by “re- 
fusing to pennitihe rule of law 
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Rob 

Parker 


Rob Parker, one of the world’s 
foremost cave explorers, lost 
his lift* during a dive into a deep 
underwater cave system off 
the Bahamian Island of South 
Andros. 

He was best known in Britain 
as the man who, in 1985, created 
a new depth record on an epic 
pushing dive (a dive into an un- 
explored cave) deep into the 
complex of flooded tunnels at 
Wookey Hole Caves in Somer- 
set In recent years his reputa- 
tion also grew through his 
passion for climbing and his 
work as an adventure film 
cameraman. 

Born in Bournemouth in 
1962, Parker established an 
early interest in adventure 
sports and became a familiar fig- 
ure climbing on the cliffs of the 
Dorset coastline. A later move 
to Bristol, with the Mendtp 
hills nearby, saw the beginning 
of a deep and passionate inter- 
est in caves, and at a relatively 
young age he established him- 
self as one of the country's top 
cave explorers. 

Parker was originally enticed 
into Wookey's complex of 
flooded passages whilst sup- 
porting a series of explorations 
made by his cave -diving mentor, 
Manyn Fan 1 , and be soon be- 
came fascinated by the prospect 
of continuing that exploration 
beyond the limits imposed by 
the technologies of the day. In 
1984 Parker's thirst for adven- 
ture took him to Mexico to work 
with the top American cave div- 
er Bill Stone, a relationship 
which endured for the remain- 


der of his life. The following 
year. Stone came to the UK to 
act as a support diver and tech- 
nical adviser for Parker’s own 
explorations to the limits of the 
Wookey system. 

This expedition, despite tak- 
ing place m Somerset, was to a 
place as remote and inhos- 
pitable as any mountain range. 
A carefully co-ordinated team 
of divers ferried sealed con- 
tainers of equipment to an un- 
derground camp in an air 
chamber dose to the limit of the 
previous exploration. Diving 
from this base, Parker moved 
alone, turning back only at the 
record depth of 63m, at a point 
where the full force of the Riv- 
er Axe blasts through loose 
gravel. Parker’s pioneering 
adoption of commercial mixed 
gas diving technology, blending 
helium, nitrogen and oxygen to 
enable the safe exploration of 
such deep caves, proved a mile- 
stone in the development of 
sport diving in the UK and es- 
tablished the record which still 
stands today. 

In the following years he un- 
dertook numerous projects at 
home and abroad, exploring 
caves both above and below wa- 
ter. He played a leading role in 
explorations from the Bahami- 
an Blue Holes to the unchart- 
ed caves of Communist China 
and his reputation quickly grew 
at an international level. Fasci- 
nated by the possibilities that 
technology could offer in ad- 
vancing cave exploration, he 
teamed up again with Stone and 
other US divers to explore one 



Barter created a new depth level on an epic dhre at Wootey Hole Caves, Somerset; above, diving in Florida Photogaph; Gavin Newman 


of the world's deepest and 
largest underwater caves at 
Wakulla Springs in northern 
Florida in 1987. 

This ground-breaking project 
coupled the new mixeagas div- 
ing technology with futuristic 
underwater scooters and a spe- 
cially designed diving bell Such 
an infrastructure allowed divers 
who were returning from very 
deep dives to spend the long 
hours of decompression in rel- 
ative safety and comfort. The 
expedition also saw the first test 
dives of a revolutionary new re- 


breather system designed by 
Stone. Similar to the systems 
used by astronauts it allowed 
divers to remain underwater for 
up to 24 hours at a time. Park- 
er played a major part in the 
equipment’s development for 
cave exploration and was to 
have been a lead diver using the 
system to further the explo- 
ration of Wikulla Springs later 
this year. 

In recent years, he turned his 
attention back to climbing and, 
together with his long-term 
climbing and diving partner, Ju- 


lian Walker, set up the Bristol 
Climbing Centre m 1992. In yet 
another innovative venture, he 
designed and built the techni- 
cally challenging and beautifully 
sculpted climbing wall inside a 
redundant Bristol church. This 
project provided the perfect 
outlet for the unique combina- 
tion of his skills as a carpenter 
and his creative vision as an 
adventurer. 

A frnn believer in taking 
charge of one’s own destiny and 
living life to the full, he was an 
inspiration to all who met him. 


Several television films stand as 
tribute to his extraordinary ad- 
ventures, although in later years 
he was more often found behind 
the camera. From the slopes of 
Everest to the depths of the 
world's great caves, he was 
quickly becoming recognised as 

one of the world's most adven- 
turous film cameramen, 

Gavin Newman 


Robert Bernard Parker, cave 
explorer and climber bom 
Bournemouth, Hampshire 10 
June 1962; died 17 August 1997. 


Yuri Nikulin 


Not only was Yuri Nikulin one 
of the most-honoured artistes of 
the Moscow State Circus, he 
was also a film star in his native 
country, and was eventually ap- 
pointed director of the circus, 
a position he held from 1984 un- 
til his death. 

In the ring, Nikulin present- 
ed a phlegmatic character, slow 
and unsmiling, and to many in 
the West his personality was 
reminiscent of the great silent 
film comedian Buster Keaton. 
Rich in mimicry, doleful of ex- 
pression, Nikulin was hailed as 
“a brainy clown" outside Rus- 
sia, simple in style and gentle 
with children, with a reddened 
nose and eyes lined in black his 
only vestiges of make-up, so dif- 
ferent to the grotesques of 
Western circuses. 

Although he worked exten- 
sively in Western Europe and 
America and Canada, his one 
appearance in England was 
from 20 May to 1 July 1961, 
when he was featured in the 
Moscow State Circus staged at 
the Wembley Empire Pool by 
the impresario Tom Arnold. 
Nikulin, along with his partner 
Mikhail Shuidin, assisted the 
favourite down of the Soviet 
Union, Karan dash. 

Karandash, who held the ti- 
tle of “People’s Artiste of the 


USSR", had led the develop- 
ment of Russian clowning away 
from the coarse buffoonery 
generally expected, to a simpler 
and more naturalistic form of 
humour. Both Oleg Popov, 
now the most famous of all 
Russian circus clowns, and 
Nikulin started their clown ca- 
reers as assistants to the great 
Karandash. 

Nikulin, who was born in 
Smolensk in 1921, studied to be 
a clown at the famous Moscow 
State Circus school and like 
Popov joined the circus itself un- 
der Karandash ’s guidance in 
1950. Popov had the distinction 
of being in the very first Russ- 
ian circus to tour the West in 
1956, being hailed as a young 
comic genius following his ap- 
pearances in Manchester and 
London. 

Nikulin followed in 1961, 
and was so highly regarded by 
the Soviet authorities that he 
was allowed to go on tours of 
the Russian circus to Australia 
and New Zealand (in 1965 and 
1974), to the United States and 
Canada (1967/68), France 
(1969/70) and even to Finland 
(1977). 

Nikulin's path to fame was a 
long and difficult one. He had 
once dreamed of becoming a 
cinema actor, but had not been 


accepted by the Institute of 
Cinematography in Russia. 
When he became a clown, he 
teamed up with Mikh ail Shuidin 
and they together revived the 
popular comic characters Pat 
and Patashon in the ring. 

Nikulin and Shuidin first met 
each other after the Second 
World War. Nikulin spent part 
of the time during the war oa 
the border with Finland, as se- 
nior sergeant in artillery re- 
connaissance, and was awarded 
some of the Soviet Union's 
highest honours, among them 
the Hero of Socialist Labour 
and the Order of Lenin. Shuidin 
was the commander of a T-34 
tank, and both of them had seen 
hard fighting and gained valu- 
able experience of life at its roost 
tough. 

When they met at the circus 
clown studio at the Moscow Cir- 
cus, they found it staffed with 
excellent trainers who passed on 
to pupils all the creative expe- 
rience and traditions of the 
Soviet circus, learning most 
from Karandash. Nikulin and 
Shuidin were quick to master 
the main principals which 
Karandash stressed in his teach- 
ing - that a good down must 
first and foremost be a skilled 
dramatic actor, sincere and 
honest in his art. 


From their debut in the au- 
tumn of 1950, they were estab- 
lished as a popular clown duo. 
and Nikulin's own personal 
popularity grew immensely 
when he made a successful 
screen dfibul in the film .4 Girl 
with a Guitar , playing the com- 
ic role of a pyrotechnist, in 1958. 
This was followed by roles in 
Yasha Toporkov, Nadya’s 
Charges, The Dog Barbos and 
The Unusual Cross, Men of Af- 
fairs and other films. His roles 
in the films^FWren die Trees 
Were TaU and Wore, Sfukhiar!, 
showed new facets of- Nikulin’s 
talents as an actor. In 1967 he 
starred in Caucasian Prisoner , 
playing the leader of an in- 
competent trio of crooks and in 
Diamond Arm (1968) he played 
a mild-mannered man who gets 
caught up. in a. diamond- 
smuggling scheme. He. also:' 
starred in the gkxany -yet , wide- 
ly acd aimed -film, Trvenrv’Z^ys 
Without War, in 1977. 

His typical film roles por- 
trayed him as a slightly silly, av- 
erage person, witty but never 
mean-spirited, and in the West 
he has been compared with 
Cantinflas and Feroandel as 
well as Jacques Thd. He was also 
to become the star of many tele- 
vision shows and to children in 
the Soviet Union he was known 
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simply as “Unde Yuri". Many 
of his most famous lines in 
films became part of the na- 
tional culture. He had a vast pri- 
vate collection of jokes, with 
newspapers frequently print- 
. mg the best of them. 

Nikulin’s popularity from the 
circus ring to the big screen and 
television spanned the genera- 
tions, from little children to their 
grandparents, helping to create 
for him a universal appeal con- 
sidered rare in the Soviet 
Union. Earlier this summer, 
Nikulin himself said: “I'm sure 
that humour helps people sur- 
vive the difficulties of life. 
Laughter helps those who are 
suffering.” 


Despite his film success, 
Nikulin returned to tire Old Cir- 
cus Building in Moscow to be- 
come its Artistic Director from 
1982 to 1984, after which he was 
appointed its overall director, 
working hard to reinvigorate the 
popularity of the most-loved of 
Russian entertainments. He re- 
mained in this post long after 
most would have retired and last 
December, the circus held a 
grand celebration in honour of 
his 75th birthday. A sprained an- 
kle prevented the Mayor of 
Moscow, Yuri Luzhkov, from 
performing a planned trapeze, 
act in homage fo'Ftikulin. " 
. Nikulin and Shukfin enriched 
.the art of contemporary circus 
clowning in the Soviet Circus 
through their skills as satirists, 
mastering the techniques and 
skill of the dramatic actor to re- 
veal the inner world, the psy- 
chological depths of human 
characters. This was the dis- 
tinctive and novel feature 
which gave their duo in the are- 
na such impact and appeal not 
only in Russia but around the 
world. 

D. Nevil 


Yitri Nikulin, down and actor 
bom Smolensk 18 December 
1921; monied (one son); died 
Moscow 21 August 1997. 


John Elliot 


John Elliot was one of the 
BBC's most versatile and con- 
scientious producers of drama 
and documentaries. 

He is remembered as a very 
good producer of many of the 
Wednesday Plays, and as the au- 
thor of Mogul, which began in 
1965 as 13 dramas about the ofl 
industry and then was convert- 
ed into the series of a further 
123 episodes of The Trou- 
bleshooters, mainly produced 
by Tony Read, the original 
story editor. He also produced 
the ou tstanding series of film 
documentaries The War In the 
.Air. 

After schooling at Berkham- 
sted, Elliot was reading English 
at King’s College London when 
the Second World War was de- 
clared. He was opposed to the 
idea of killing anyone himself, 
so he imm ediately volunteered 
for the Royal Army Medical 
Corps. As a corporal he was in- 
volved in the evacuation from 
Dunkirk. He served in the Mid- 


dle East and in 1942 was com- 
missioned and transferred to 
become the Public Relations 
Officer for the Commander-in- 
Chief, Ceylon. 

Shortly after VJ Day he mar- 
ried Elizabeth Haynes, who 
had been a fellow student at 
King’s College. He worked for 
a year in the Public Relations 
Directorate at the War Office, 
was demobilised as a major 
and then joined a small film 
company which made a pro- 
motional film explaining haw 
television worked. This led him 
into the BBC’s film depart- 
ment, then based at Alexandra 
palace, and be soon made his 
mark as a sequence manager. 
He worked on Television News- 
reel and in 1952 was given the 
task of preparing the obituary 
of King George VT. 

The following year Elliot 
embarked on a major film 
documentary series. The Amer- 
icans had made a series of films 
Victory at Sea, chronicling the 
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story of sea-power in the 
Hitler war, seen through Amer- 
ican eyes. Elliot engaged Air 
Chief' Marshal Sir Philip 
Joubert as the full-time techni- 
cal adviser on a series of films 
he wrote telling the story of 


air power from its rise in 1914 
to the explosion of the 
Atom Bomb in 1945. It was the 
first major series about the 
Second World War made by 
British television. Sir Arthur 
Bliss, the Master of the Queen's 
Musick composed the musical 
motif 

Elliot edited a film about 
Henry Moore which won a 
Venice Film Festival Award in 
1953. The following year he was 
seconded to the United Nations 
in New York as Film and 
Television Liaison Officer, and 
on his return became a 
sriptwriter/produccrin the BBC 
Drama Department. 

In addition to the highly suc- 
cessful Mogul and Trou- 
bleshooters series he wrote the 
13-part FaU of Eagles (1974) 
about the collapse of the Russ- 
ian, German and Austro- 
Hungarian empires after the 
First World War which was 
sold to more countries abroad 
than any other BBC pro- 


gramme. His programme A 
Man from the Sun produced in 
1955 was the first especially 
made for West Indians, and was 
followed in 1982 by Ebony. 
with black writers and reporters. 

When Desmond Hawkins, 
the founder of the Natural His- 
tory Unit al Bristol was sent to 
London on a television course, 
he was attached to Elliot for 
training and the two became 
firm friends. Hawkins became 
Head of Programmes al Bristol 
in 1955 and two years later was 
made the South and West Con- 
troller. For his successor as 
Programme Head he chose El- 
liot, whose reputation al Tele- 
vision Centre ensured that 
Bristol's regional offerings 
would be assured of proper 
consideration for the national 
network. 

When Hawkins retired al 
the beginning of 1970. EUiot was 
his natural successor, but at that 
time the whole future of BBC 
regional control lerships was 


being reconsidered and John El- 
liot was merely made Acting 
Controller. For three months he 
held out in the hope of achiev- 
ing the position he richly de- 
served. But then his patience 
gave ouL He resigned and be- 
came one of the first television 
producers to form himself into 
a limited company. He went on 
making programmes, often for 
regional television. He was one 
of the medium's most talented 
pioneers. 

Leonard IVf iaU 


Grand Ayatollah j fm 0 
Rohani [ > 




John Herbert Elliot, tclci'ision 
drama and doctuneniary pro- 
ducer. bom Reading 4 July ] 918: 
Film and Sequence Manager. 
BBC 1949-54. seconded to Unit- 
ed Nations, New York 1954-55, 
Head of Programmes, West Re- 
gion 1967-69, Acting Conrroller, 
South and Wfctf Region 1970; 
married 1945 Elizabeth Haynes 
(two daughters, and one son de- 
ceased): died Bristol 14 August 
1997. 


Grand Ayatollah Muhammad 
Rohani was one of the princi- 
pal religious scholars and jurists 
of Shia Islam. _ . 

As a marja (religious au- 
thority), numerous Imami - 
Twelver Shia Muslims - fol- 
lowed his directives in the prac- 
tical application of their faith. 
He was a sayyid and thus a di- 
rect descendant of the Prophet 
Muhammad, and his genealo- 
can be traced bade to the 
het’s great-grandson, Ali 
-Zayn al-Abidin, the fourth 
Imam of the Ahl ai-Bayt (the 
Progeny of the Prophet). His fa- 
ther, Sayyid Mahmud, was a 
prominent scholar who played 
an instrumental role in found- 
ing the modern Theological 
Academy (the Howzeh-ye 
Ebniyeh ) at Qum, in Iran, and 
Ins grandfather Sayyid Muham- 
mad Sadiq, who died in the year 
of Rohanis birth, was a great 
marja and leader of the uelma 
(the religious scholars) in Qum. 

With such a background, it is 

not surprising that he em- 
barked, when a young boy, 
upon a traditional religious 
education. In his mid-teens be 
travelled to Iraq to complete his 
studies. He studied for a while 
at Karbala under Sayyid 
M uhamm ad Had! Milani after 
which he moved to the 1,000- 
year-old Hawzah at Najaf 
(throughout history, the prin- 
cipal seat of learning for Shia 
Islam). There his teachers, 
among them the great marja 
Shaykh Muhammad Husayn 
al-Isfahani, were quick to recog- 
nise the intellectual potential of 
this gifted young man. 

For his advanced studies, 
Rohani was a pupil of the late 
Sayyid Abul-Qasim al-Khoi, 
who was to become one of the 
most renowned maijas of mod- 
em times. These latter studies 
under Khoi lasted seven years: 
only three other students 
shared this great privilege with 
Rohani throughout this time. 
The dose pupil-teacher rela- 
tionship between Rohani and 
Khoi developed later into a 
friendship and close scholarly 
co-operation which continued 
uninterruptedly until the death 
of Khoi in 1992. 

Not yet 30, Rohani was a muj- 
tahid (competent to make in- 
dependent j u ridical derisions) 
and was well known throughout 
Najaf both as a scholar and 
teacher of exceptional ability. It 
was unusual fora man of his age 
to be recognised already as an 
authority in his chpsen spe- 
cialised fields of jurisprudence 
(fiqh) and the bases of ju- 
risprudence (usul al-fiqh). His 
precision and exactitude at- 
tracted only the most brilliant 
students and those with the 
most stamina since his course 
would last 13 years instead of 
the normal six or seven. 

Among Rohani s students 
were numbered Sayyid Muham- 
mad Baqir al-Sadr. the future 
philosopher and intellectual 
who was murdered by the 
Baathisl regime while in prison, 
Sayyid Abd al-Sabib al-Haltim 
(the son of Khoi's predecessor. 
Grand Ayatollah Muhsin al- 
Hakim). who suffered the same 
fate as al-Sadr, and the two 
Lebanese Shia leaders Shaykh 
Mahdi Shams al-Din and Sayyid 
Muhammad Husayn Fadl-Ahah. 

Rohani refused to be drawn 
into any political activity. This 
was the traditional standpoint 
of most of the Imami Shia ule- 
ma. While in Iraq, he never co- 
operated with the Baathisl 
regime and in Qum he dis- 
tanced himself from the Iran- 
ian revolutionary government 
but did not speak out publicly 
against it. Nevertheless, it was 
no secret that be did not sub- 
scribe to the concept of v clay- 
at-c motlaq-e faqih. known 
popularly as simply velayat-e 
faqih, that is he did not believe 
(hat an Islamic slate should be 
governed by a jurist (faqih) 
who exerts absolute ( morlaq ) 
power and demands an ab- 
solute allegiance: privileges 
which, in the opinion of his 
pen lor Khoi and the vast ma- 
jority of the Shia scholars, are 
the prerogatives alone of the 
Prophet Muhammad and the 12 
infallible Imams. The concept 
of velayat-e faqih was adopted 
by the late Sayyid RuhoJlah 
Khomeni as the basis of the 
constitution of the Islamic Re- 
public of Iran. 

In 1976, Rohani together 


with other Shia ulema was.ex- 
peDed from Iraq by the Baathisl 
regime. He returned to his na- 
tive Qum, where he taught the 
Howzeh until his death. Such 
was his self-effacing character 
and humility that he refused to 
be known as a marja nor did he 
disseminate his juridical deri- 
sions onto the death of his 
beloved Khoi. 

Rohani as marja bad a fol- 
lowing throughout the world 
A lthoug h many of the Shia ule- 
ma mostly in linn itself thought 
Rohani to be the most knowl- 
edgeable of afl themarjas of his 
day and thus the most worthy 
to be followed by Shia Mudjfos 
the Iranian leadership 
for obviously political reasons 
even recognise his status a! 
marja although, paradoxically 
they never would have dared tc 
question his academic excel- 
lence. Despite the restriction 
imposed upon him, Rohani 
managed to keep in constant 
contact with his followers, es- 
pecially ty means of his repre- 
sentatives abroad who nac 
established offices in Kuwait, 
the Eastern Province of Saudi 
Arabia, Syria, London, Los An- 
geles and elsewhere. 

In addition to his published 
Risalah (the collection of his ju-j 
ridical edicts) in two wli 
1992, called Minjaj al-Si 
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Rohani: approachable * 

and abridged versions of irinl 
Arabic and Persian as well as a| 
book on the rituals of the Pfl4 
grimage to Mecca, Rohani com-j 
piled some 14 works on topics 
relating to jurisprudence, most 
of which remain in manuscript) 
form, several of them in his own) 
hand. 

Rohani was a man of consid-l 
erable kindness and generosity J 
had a great sense of humour and 
was approachable to all. Abovd 
all he was a man of faith. About 
seven years ago, his daughter] 
mother-in-law and brother-f 
law were killed in a car crash i 
Iran on the Mashad-Te 
road. Rohani in another car ar- 
rived on the scene of the acri 
dent a few minutes later, 
self-control and composureiaf 
ter this tragic incident 
fact that he busied himself 
ing after the many visitors wh 
subsequently came to Qum 
proffer him their condolen 
testify to his heroic submission 
to Divine Providence. ! 

The Iranian authorities de-t 
layed the announcement of 
Grand Ayatollah Rohani'* 
death for 36 hours when a brief, 
statement was read on state tele-' 
vision. However they (fid allow 
the funeral procession, which: 
was charged with emotion, to 
take place and moreover per J 
mi tied his brother Ayatollah 
Sayyid Sadiq, who had been un- 
der house arrest for 14years for 
being critical of the goveram 
to lead the funeral prayer _ 
his body in Qum before sevT£ 
a! thousand mourners. At his 
main mourning ceremony in 
Qum, a well-known religious or- 
ator, Shaykh Manakebi, who 
was subsequently taken into, 
custody for a fortnight, openly 
criticised the authorities for 
their dishonourable treatment 
of an outstandmgmarja. Rohani 
was buried in the basement oi 
bis house, despite the fact that 
in his will he directed that he be 
buried next to his father in the 
cemeteiy by the sacred mau- 
soleum of Fatima Masooma. 

A. B. D. R- Eagle 
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Sayyid Muhammad Husayru 
Rohani, religious scholar and psk 
rist: bom Qum, Persia 30 Mttrm 
1920; married Badro-Sadal 
Husayn ShahabatS (two sons, two 
daughters . and one daughter de- 
ceased); died Qum 25 July 1997. 
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births 

HARRISON: Oa ZI August to Jennifer 
inSc Rovtelsnd MUiael, a daughter, 

Rachel Emily, a sister far Joanna and 
Patrick. 

DEATHS 

HAWKESWOKTHr Jonathan Mites, 

died 13 August, aged 26, whilst on hol- 
iday in Turkey. He is deeply 

and irnnn pJ yrememberedPy to&nn- 

ily - brothers Simon. and 

Matthew, parents Diana ano WSg 
and grandmother Joan - anp *“ 
his friends. The funeral 
be held at St Mary's. 

Guildford, on =» Angwt at 11*» 

Flowers may be sent to J. 

Sous. 3 Artillery "terrace. GuOdford 

GUI 4NL, , 

IN MEMORIAM 

PLANTACENEE Rebuilt Rg*®: 

ber before GcxlRJchardTlf.lGn&af 

England, and those who feU w 
August 1455. “Layout* m * 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


Richard HI Society. 4 Oakley Sweet, 
■ Chelsea, Londoo SW3 5NN. 

Announcements tor Guttle BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births. 

Marriages. Deaths, Manerial services. 

T frildVf *""-'* * * ■H m, In MaMrism) 
abonM be »l fa writing to the Gasetie 
Editor. The Independent, 1 Canada 
Soeare. Canary Wharf, London E14 
SDL, telephoned to 0171-193 2012 or 
fcwi to 0171093 2010. and a re charged 
«t EfcJO ■ line fYAT extra). OTHER 
Odette BenoancemcnCf (norfccs. ftme- 
rt iy s . Rttthcomlng niant agea, M ar- 
•»* be admitted hi writing '(or 
tend) and are charged at £10 ■ Ifo*. 

VAT ertra. They Should be ae*Mpaided 

g daytime telephone Hwahet 


Birthdays 

Miss Maty Alien, secretaiy-generai. 
the Am ConnciL 46: Mr Peter AIT 
sop, publisher, 73; Sir John Bonham, 
chairman. Tarmac, 57; Miss Honor 
Blackman, actress. 71; Mr Marc Bo- 
han, dress designer. 71; Mr Ray 
Biadbiuy, author. 77; Professor Sir 
Cotin Buchanan, town planner, 9th 
Dr Rob Buckman. broadcaster. 49; 
M Henri Cartier-Bresson, photog- 
rapher, 89; Maj-Gcn Earl Caihcart, 
78; Sir Richard Caifing, former Cam- 
missurocr of Police. Kenya. 85; Pro- 
fessor Sir Cyril AsiJey Clarke, 
geneticist. 90; Mr Steve Davis, snook- 
er player, 4ft Miss Margaret Douglas, 
supervisor of Parliamentary Broad- 
casting. 63; Mi» Anne Downey, dr- 
ant judge, 61; Sir Derek Fatchetl MP. 
Minister of Sate. Foreign Office. 52: 
Mr Wilfred Harrison, actor, director 
and playwright. 71 Mr Max Heb- 
dftdL director of tin Museum at Lon- 
don. 60: Mr Kelvin Hopkins MP. 56: 


Mr Gerald Long, journalist and for- 
mer chief executive. Renters, 74; Mr 
Donald Mac Leary, dancer, tte The 
Right Rev Robert Martineau. former 
Bishop of Blackburn. 84: Sir James 
Menter, former principal. Queen 
Mazy College. 76; Mr Alun Michael 
MP, Minister of State, Home Office. 
54: Sir Leo Pliatzky, former senior 
civil servant. 78; General Norman 
Schwarzkopf, former US military 
commander. 63: Mr Karlheinz Stock- 
hausen, composer and cnnduclor, fi9; 
Mr David laidor MR 5 1 : Sir Antho- 
ny Hike. former chairman. Savoy Ho- 
tel, 77; Mr Mats Wi lander, tennis 
player, 33. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Denis Papin. phvacM and in- 
ventor. 1647: Jean -Francis de 
Galaupde la Perouse, sailor und ex- 
plorer. 1741; Pope Leo XII. 1760- 
Thomas Trcdgokl. engineer and car- 
penter, I7R8: Francois Forster, en- 


graver. 1790; Dr John Hill Burton, 
historian and jurist. 1809: William 
Hayman Cummings, oratorio tenor. 
1831; Sir Alexander Campbell 
Mackenzie. composer. lS47;Gustaf 
Frdding. poet, I MAO; Claudc-Achilk- 
Debuvsy. composer. lS6i Jacques 
Lipchitz, painter and sculptor. 1891: 
Dorothy Parker (Rothschild), hu- 
morist and writer. IWJ; Leni (He- 
lene Bertha Amalie) Riclcnstahl. 
actress, film producer and photog- 
rapher. 19(12. Deaths: Pope Grego- 
ry IX, 1241: King Richard III. killed 
at Bosworlh Field 1485: Jcan- 
Hononi Fragonard, painter. I80iy. 
Warren Hastings. First governor- 
general of India, ISIS: Franz Joseph 
Gall, neurophysiologist and founder 
of phrenology. 1828: AJcxandrc- 
Gahriel Decamps, painter. 1860; 
George Shillihccr. pioneer of Lon- 
don’s first bus service, I8tk»; .Sydney 
Thompson Dobell, poet. 1X74: Hen- 
ry George Bohn, bookseller and 
publisher. 1S84: “Lord” John Sanger, 


circus entrepreneur. 1SS9; Robert 
Arthur Talbot Gascoyne Cecil, third 
Marquess of Salisbury, statesman. 
1903: Michael Collins. Irish nation- 
alist leader, killed in an ambush 1922; 
Sir Oliver Joseph Lodge, physicist, 
194ft Michael (Mikhail Mikhail- 
ovich) Fokine. dancer and choreog- 
rapher, 1942; Roger Martin du Gard. 
novelist und playwright. 1958; 
William Richard Morris. lint Vis- 
count Nuffield, motor manufactur- 
er. !%3; Jomo Kcnyaita (Karaau). 
Kenyan leader, 1978: James Thomas 
Farrell, novelist. 1979. On this day: 
the Scow were defeated by the Eng- 
lish at the Bailie or the Standard 
(Northallerton). 1138: Richard HI 
was defeated by Henry VH's men nl 
the Bailie or Boworlh Field, 1485; 
the Civil Wkr began in England. 1642: 
Sierra Leune was fiisi settled by the 
British as a haven for former slaves, 
1788: New Mexico was annexed by 
the US. I S4h: the Geneva Conference 
adopted the ideas put forward by 


J cap- Henri Dunam, and the Inter- 
nationa! Red Cross organisation was 
founded, 1864: the first British air- 
craft shot down during war crashed 
near Mans, killing its two-man crew, 
1914; the Tost regular BBC television 
service began. 1932; tripe ftnii VI 
made the first papal visit lo South 
Americi when he arrived in Colom- 
bia, 1968; an engine on a British Air- 
toure Boeing 737 aircraft exploded 
and burst into dames on takeoff, and 
55 passengers were killed, 1985: fol- 
lowinga change in the beensing laws, 
public houses in England and Wales 
were allowed lo stay open all day, 

1988. Today is the Feast Day of St An- 
drew of Ficsole, Sr John Kemble. St 
Sig&id of Weannouth, St Symphoridn 
and St Timothy. 

Lectures 

Tate Gallery: Richard Tliomns. 
"Picasso: subversive structures?". 
I pm. 


- Vs 

tt 8 


National Gallery: Norman Cofidy 
"Bits and Pieces (iv): Rsnigino. The. 
17/gin and Child with Archangds -k 
Michael and Raphael ", lpm. 


:.Ple 
r 


ad 


Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in Loudon al 7.55pm. . 
United Synagogues: 0L8I-343 8989. 
Federation of Synagogues: 0181-202 
2263. Union ot Liberal and Progress!** 
Synago gu es: 0X71-580 1663. Re*"* 





Changing of the Guard 
The Kings Troop Royal Bx* AdiH«? 
mounts the Queen's Life GtBid at Ba" 
Guards, Item. 




+ 
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] These starred As are good news for Britain 


B ritain is a world leader in post- 
imperial blues. A sense of failure 
permeates our perception of 
ourselves. Id areas ranging from the 
f - economy to sport, millions have long 
jf •' felt that things are not quite as they 
j should be. Other countries have soared 
V ~jr onward and upward, while Britain has 
felt itself left trailing. Even when the 
/ I, news has proved to be somewhat bet- 
j^ ter than conventional pessimism might 
. v. suggest we have been reluctant to con- 
:H.cede any change for the better. German 
-< newspapers regularly cany envious 
-particles about the efficiency of the 
f -S' British economy, but we Brits are still 
■tf^Vretiy convinced that we have failed. 
Thus, on education, there is a wide- 
spread disinclination to believe that the 
.news can be anything but bad. So, when 
■ the evidence appears to be mostly that 
■| tilings are improving, a hundred argu- 
. ments come up to show that it cannot 
'•» be so. Exam results gradually get bet- 
“ 7 ter, but the obvious explanation - that 
' pupils (and therefore teachers) are per- 
forming better - is regarded as proba- 
*)'. bie poppycock. Instead, the immediate 
^assumption is that the exams them- 
n. selves must have become easier. How 
can there be so many starred As, scep- 
tical adults wonder? 

■l: And yet. A report last year compared 
j^rkams and marking schemes between 
^ihe Seventies and the present day, and 
jj. found little sign of a radical change in 
standards or performance. If anything. 


the suggestion seemed to be that more 
intelligent analysis is now required of 
pupils than in the golden olden days. 
Pure maths seems to be less demand- 
ing. Even that, however, is partly 
because pupils. are expected to have a 
grasp of a greater area than before. 

The results in maths and science 
have continued to improve slightly 
year after year, after the initial leap for- 
ward when GCSEs were introduced in 
1988. That first bound was probably 
misleading. But the subsequent 
improvements are likely to have been 
real. There is no evidence from other 
countries that the generosity of exam- 
ination markers increases year by year, 
nor is there any reason why the British 
should be different in this regard. The 
comparison between exam results and 
sports records is not perfect, but nei- 
ther is it obviously wrong. We have long 
become accustomed to the fa ct that 
performances on the athletics track get 
better as the years go by, relentlessly 
pushing previous world records into 
oblivion. In education, where the flaws 
are widely acknowledged, we should be 
pleased but not surprised if things 
gradually improve. 

The reality is that, after long neglect, 
and recent strenuous efforts to raise 
sights in schools, pupils and teachers 
are beginning to respond. It was always 
going to be a long haul, and tbe pace 
needs to be kept up, for the simple rea- 
son that we stm Lag needlessly behind 
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too many competitor nations in fields 
such as maths, science and technology. 
But progress is being made: the pen- 
dulum has swung from the regimented 
education of previous generations 
(where what mattered was the ability 
to parrot replies, without necessarily 
understanding their significance) to the 
equally damaging discovery methods of 
more recent years. The pendulum has 
now swung back to the centre, where 
both sides acknowledge the weakness 
of previous extremes: long may it 
remain suspended there. 

The national curriculum, so roundly 
attacked when it was introduced, has 


proved not to be the lethally inflexible 
structure which its opponents insisted 
that it would be. Instead, after many 
largely successful revisions, it now 
stands for what our fellow-Europeans 
have long taken for granted: the know- 
ledge that standards can more easily be 
maintained or improved within a 
reasonable and clearly defined 
framework. 

Clearly, there is a danger in putting 
too much emphasis (as school league 
tables do) on the achievements only of 
the more academically able. But the 
experience of other countries suggests 
that raised expectations in schools can 


help to escape the culture stitt common 
in Britain, in which children and their 
parents conspire to despise achieve- 
ment and aspiration. lifting standards 
throughout schools can be beneficial 
for all, not just for the gifted few. 

We should worry a little about the 
shift m subjects now being stndied - a 
2 per cent dedine, for example, in tbe 
numbers taking GCSE English, which 
marked a greater drop than the 
absolute drop in the number of 16-year- 
olds. Increases in pupils studying 
information technology are welcome, 
but do we really want more children 
talcin g physical education at the 
expense of English? However, it is by 
no means clear that the results have 
been “cheapened”; for many pupils, the 
broader range of subjects offers greater 
opportunity to achieve. 

That, in fact, is what we should afl be 
after: attempting to find ways of 
enabling all children to achieve more 
- not by lowering the height of tbe 
hurdles in order to get tbe weaker ones 
round the track, but by offering a vari- 
ety of events in which they can excel 
The hurdles that need to be raised con- 
tinuously are those set for schools and 
teachers, so that they never start to 
believe that they can level off. 

Right now, in the middle of another 
August, when some children around 
the country are scooping a heap of 
starred As, and others are rejoicing at 
having simply mustered a few passes, 


the proper spirit is one of congratul- 
ation, not only to pupils, but also to 
their teachers, in those schools which 
have raised their game. And 
increased numbers taking GCSE 
sciences presages a larger number of 
pupils setting off next month on science 
and technology A-levels, so much the 
better let's give them all the encour- 
agement we can. 

Stop talking, 
start walking 

T here you are, enjoying your socially 
purposeful job working as a redun- 
dancy counsellor for an agency that 
offers redundancy counselling, and 
guess what? You’re made redundant. 
What do you do? Start talking to your- 
self? No, there is nothing funny about 
anyone being made redundant, and it‘s 
not to be mocked. But it is curious that 
this should happen in the week that 
people say they are starting to grow 
weary of die whole business of coun- 
selling, especially how-to-cope-with- 
life- trauma counselling Well the anti- 
counselling lobby has a case, in that we 
have some reason to expect families 
and friends to help us through rough 
waters. The problem is, well meaning 
though they might be, they don’t always 
know what they’re talking about. 
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| Brightest and 
| best can be 
I good GPs 

3* Sin Jeremy Laurance (“Doctor, 

3 doctor, you're not on ray 
wavelength", 20 August) suggests 
r 1 ia t medical schools should lower 
vheir admission criteria to let in the 
sort of people who will not be bored 
as GPs. 

- r . He clearly does not have much 
.. j idea about what GPs do. We are 
. . expected to know almost as much 
n about any topic in medicine as a 
- consultant who specialises in 
nothing else, and to explain it to tbe 
. . patient so that they understand it 
We have to make diagnoses using 
j, our own senses and a few simple 
instruments, without the back-up of 

• i hugely expensive laboratory and 

• . X-ray departments. We don’t know 
•, whether the next patient through 
: the door will have a cold, a major 
. • psychiatric illness or a rare disease 
we haven't heard of since medical 
. school. We also have to empathise 
, with patients, counsel them and act 
: . 3 $ their advocate in dealings with 

• .(T' Je NHS, social services and 
^bousing departments. 

General practice may be 
exhausting, frustrating and 
. ..-sometimes deeply satisfying, but it 
is rarely boring. By all means select 
surgeons with nimble fingers, 

.. psychiatrists who like talking to 
. . people and pathologists with no 
, . sense of smell but please let us 
, „ keep some bright students to turn 
. ” into skilled, empathic GPs. 

.JOHN ADAMS 
; Postgraduate Tutor in 
■ General Practice 
. ■ Stockport, Greater Manchester 

.. .Sin Jeremy Lanrance missed one 
•’ salient point. People over the age of 
v 30 are discouraged, and even 
^prohibited, from applying to 
^medical schooL 

I recently applied to medical 
. school at the grand old age of 33 
. and received one offer of 
. interview (Liverpool University) 

. and no place. This despite the fact 
that I have a PhD degree, have 
worked in a hospital pathology 
.i laboratory for five years and have 
.. undertaken voluntary work. One 
■ . university told me that applicants 
; . over 30 years of age are not 
accepted. 

Whilst I appreciate that training 
to become a doctor is an expensive 
business and that younger qualified 
. . doctors are able to put in more 
years of service, I have to ask 
whether age and experience count 
.for anything in the medical 
Vr. profession. 

: JOHN HAYS 

• York 


Drivers plead 
not guilty 

Sir. I read with some concern the 
series of articles based on Christian 
Wolmar's pamphlet Unlocking the 
Gridlock (“You. your car and how 
to end the affair, 19 August). 

It seems there is now a concerted 
campaign to force drivers off the 
roads into poorly funded and 
inadequate public transport. The 
freedoms brought by the car are 
increasingly being ignored and 
drivers are made to feel guilty each 
time thev start their engines. Mr 
Wolma/ s arguments appear to 
centre on dire predictions of 
worsening congestion and 
environmental damage. These 
arguments are, I believe, fallacious. 

U is highly unlikely that 
congestion will worsen in line with 
the direct predictions of the green 
lobby. Eighty per cent of those 


ty 



eligible to drive already have 
driving licences. A 50 per cent 
growth in the number of cars on the 
road is thus impossible. 
Furthermore, recent surveys 
suggest that the number of 
teleworkers will increase to 3 
million by 2000, bringing the 
volume of road traffic down further. 

Cars are getting deaner. A 
modern petrol car produces less 
than 10 per cent of the pollution of 
its p re- 1993 counterpart, and 
emissions are set to fall by 50 per 
cent over the next 10 years without 
the additional legislation already 
planned. There may be a pollution 
problem, but much of the blame 
can be laid on the 10 per cent of 
road vehides currently producing 
50 per cent of the pollution. One 
bus, for example, produces more 
particulates (PM 10s) than 128 cars. 

To be able to travel at wOl for 
work and leisure, rather than when 
a public transport operator decrees 
one may, is a vital and precious 
freedom This is being slowly 
removed through traffic regulation 
and now, it seems, through road 
pricing, closing motorways to cars, 
car park tax and higher fuel prices. 
At the same time, little has been 
done to make public transport more 
attractive to travellers. Thus far the 
Government's approach has been 
all stick and no carrot 

Successive governments have 
refused to invest in road 
infrastructure and now berate 
drivers for having the temerity to 
cause congestion. Few will use 
public transport through choice 
because it does not take them 
where they need to go, it is 
expensive, time consuming and 


highly unreliable. 
Wei 


need to recognise that 
owning and driving a car are not 
tantamount to environmental 


desecration, but an essential 
freedom vital to the economy. 
However, drivers remain easy 
targets for political correctness and 
cynical revenue-raising dressed up 
in green clothes. 

Isn’t it time the drivers’ view was 
listened to? 

MARK McARTHUR-CHRISTIE 
Association of British Drivers 
Witney, Oxfordshire 

Sir: How many more surveys, 
studies and “wide-ranging reviews” 
do we need to tell us the obvious: 
people like the cocooned 
environment of their cars and the 
freedom to go where and when they 
like. 

Public transport will be a viable 
alternative only where the routes 
are simple and regularly served and 
there is no need to carry luggage. 
Even then the time or cost 
difference must be considerable to 
be persuasive. One day's car 
parking in central London costs 
about £25 and this is probably the 
main reason why most (but, 
significantly, not all) workers take 
public transport. 

Road-pricing or city centre 
charges will not work unless set at 
extremely high levels. 
Improvements in public transport 
must be equally vast to make any 
difference. Reducing the price 
won't work, but, for instance, 
during the current heat-wave, how 
many drivers would remain 
steaming in their cars if all trains, 
stations and buses were air- 
conditioned? 

PHIL SPARKS 
London SWJ9 


Keep young girls 
out of prison 

Sir The Howard League welcomes 
tbe recent High Court ruling that 
the automatic placement of young 
female offenders in adult women’s 
jails for assessment and allocation 
is unlawful (report, 20 August). 
However, we dispute the assertion, 
widely reported, that eight out of 
14 women’s prisons have specialist 
wings for young offenders. 

As part of its inquiry 
investigating the use cif prison 
custody for girls aged under 18, 
the Howard League has recently 
visited nine prisons holding 15 -, 

16- and 17-year-old girls. We 
found that these prisons did not 
have special units for either 
juveniles or young offenders and 
did not provide a separate regime 
or culture as, we believe, 
Parliament intended they should. 

Instead we found girls as young 
as 15 mixing frilly with adult 
prisoners convicted of a range of 
offences including violent and 
sexual crimes against minors. The 
girls were subjected to an 
environment where women 
regularly self-mutilated and 
attempted suicide, where bullying 
was endemic ami where drugs 
were widely available. 

There were few specialist 
educational and training facilities 
and often girls had no opportunity 
to take part in social skills courses 
such as anger manag ement and 
drug awareness, and if they did 
they were invariably mixed in with 
adults. 


Staff were not trained to deal 
with youngsters who often display 
complex and difficult behaviour as 
a result of having experienced a 
combination of abuse, serious loss 
and drug and alcohol dependency. 

Tbe placement of these already 
damaged young people in the 
harsh environment of prison only 
serves to deepen the problems 
which lie behind their offending 
behaviour. 

If the Government is really 
committed to reducing youth 
crime it must take measures 
which genuinely tackle offending 
behaviour and abandon the 
populist and punitive approach 
of the last Conservative 
government 

A first stop would be to move 
beyond the remit of this High 
Court decision and outlaw the 
detention of juvenile girls in any 
prison establishment. 

FRAN RUSSELL 
Youth Polity Officer 
London N19 


Polite in Paris, 
not Pinner 

Sir: M D Wells (Letters, IS 
August) from Pinner informs us 
that Parisians are “rude, ignorant, 
and in a hurry”. 

This mayor may not be the 
case, but I am sure that they are 
too polite and too well educated 
to make crass generalisations 
about people from Pinner. 
WILLIAM FINCH 
RedhiB, Surrey 
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Condoms at 
the chemist’s 

Sin The British Medical 
Association says that consideration 
should be given to making 
condoms available free of charge 
from pharmacies (report, 20 
August). 

Mates Healthcare certainly 
supports the availability of free 
condoms through channels that are 
specifically resourced to provide the 
necessary advice about condom use 
in the context of a foil contraceptive 
choice. Yet Community C2inics, 
where this expertise and service 
already exist, are being cut back . 
extensively. Mates believes that the 
emphasis should be on saving and 
developing these primary care 
services, indeed extending them to 
indude general practice. 

The commercial environment of 
the retail pharmacy is, in our view, 
for practical reasons not 
appropriate for sexual health 
(inducting family planning) 
consultations. .To embark on such a 
course would require masSive and 
unnecessary investment in terms of 
consulting rooms and training. 
These already exist elsewhere in 
the health service and are 
themselves starred of cash. 

The reduction of unintended 
pregnancy and sexually transmitted 
infections is supported by all. The 
BMA’s concerns highlight the need 
for a new, strategic approach to 
family planning provision, coupled 
with the need for comprehensive 
sex education in our schools. . 
These are the fundamentals that 
the Government needs to grasp. • 
CHRIS BELL 
Director 

Mates Healthcare Lid ■ 

Surbiton. Sumy. 


Counselling helps 
the bereaved 

Sir Your report, “Counselling loses 
face in NHS review", IS August) 
does little to enhance the current 
discussion about developing 
standards of good professional 
practice in counselling and too 
glibly glosses over the potential 
value of counselling to clients, 
particularly in bereavement. 

In our experience, clients come 
to services such as Cruse 
Bereavement Care because they 
recognise a need for support in' 
moving themselves through a 
particularly difficult life event. In 
counselling, they are offered 
opportunities for expression of 
their grief and loss together with a 
variety of supports to enable them 
to readjust and build a new way 
forward. For the majority of the 
35,000 clients counselled by Cruse 
in a year, this is felt to be beneficial. 

A research study of a 
bereavement counselling service 
conducted by M Re If ( 1994 ) 
showed that those who received 
counselling made less use of GPs 
than a control group who received 
no such counselling. The savings to 
the Health Service more than 
outweighed the cost of providing 
the bereavement: service. 

Counselling is offered by Cruse 
as part of a much broader range of 
bereavement support services 
designed to meet the varied needs 
of diems. 

ROSEMARY PEARCE 
Director. Cruse 
Richmond, Surrey 


A long life in 
Victorian times 

Sin David Miles (“As people live 
longer let them work longer”, 18 
August) uses the fact that in 1S47 
male fife expectancy at birth was 
only 41 years to deduce that “the 
average boy” would have a working 
life of 30 years from age 11 to death. 

I have no idea what life 
expectancy was then at age 10, 20 
or 30, but high infant and 
childhood mortality were in a large 
part responsible for the low 
average life expectancy at birth. 

Life expectancy at birth tells you 
veiy little about the typical age of 
death, especially for those who 
made it into their teens. David 
MQes is in danger of perpetuating 
the myth that in past centuries 
society was full of ancient 30-year- 
olds waiting for death. 

TERRY MARSHALL 
Norwich 


Mir: errors at 
mission control 

Sin The time has come to bring to 
bear international public opinion 
on the organisers of the present A fir 
space mission before it ends in 
tragedy. A decision needs to be 
taken at once to bring back the 
astronauts to Earth, followed by 
consideration of bow best to 
remove Mir from service. 

If anything happens to these 
men, this will mark the end of 
international space missions for the 
foreseeable future, as the present 
mission organisers will be seen as 
unreliable collaborators in whom 
the international community has 
lost trust. 

The human errors in this mission 
are not in the spacecraft. They are 
m mission control. They are vanity 
complacency and trust rag to luck' * 
beyond what is practical and 
sensible. 

TERESA RICKARDS 
Bury, Lancashire 
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for Ulster 


Breathe it softly, but the 
signs in Northern Ireland 
are pointing to a way out 
of the minefield of 
sectarian hatred and 
violence. At last, says 
David McKittrick, 
a pathway is being 
cleared that could lead to 


"It JBTIich of the Northern 

11 /I Ireland body politic 
ll/l might cnirently best 
I y I be described as 
M ■bemused, as both 
players and observers struggle to 
come to terms with the extra- 
ordinary events of recenL months. 
They are also grappling with the 
biggest question of all: can there 
be peace? 

The question is a huge one, 


dependent on so many permut- 
ations, personalities, forces and 


genuine peace m 
our time 
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ations, personalities, forces and 
future events. The path ahead is, 
almost literally, through a mine- 
field strewn with potential para- 
military and political crises. There 
will be many fraught moments. ’j 

But when afl factors have been S 
weighed, and all bets hedged, the 
answer to the question is; yes, ^ 
there can be peace in our time. It ^ 
seems too much to hope that 
then will be hannony, integration 
and trust, for many years yet, but there 
can be peace. 

Equally, there are no guarantees, and 
it is as well to acknowledge the nega- 
tives and obstacles In the way. This is, 
after all. Northern Ireland, which for 
more than a quarter of a century has 
stood as an international metaphor for 
violence, religious bigotry and political 
intractability. 

The BRA ceasefire came as a surprise 
to most and no one can predict with 
complete confidence that it will last 
Even if it does, fringe republican groups 
such as the INLA and Continuity Array 
Council wait in the .wings, ready to 
pounce on anything that can be pre- 
sented as a betrayal of traditional 
republican ideals. 

On the extreme Protestant side, the 
loyalist ceasefire may have lasted almost 
three years, but its stated terms are 
highly conditional, much more so than 
those of the IRA. It has also proved a 
highly imperfect ceasefire, since the 




major loyalist groups have broken it to 
carry out several killings. They refrained 


from publicly admitting responsibility 
for these, while London, anxious not to - 
have their political representatives from 
the Stormont talks process, turned a 
Nelsonian blind eye. In fact, loyalists 
have been responsible for seven deaths 
in the last seven months. 

The loyalist paramilitary underworld 
also has its own equivalent of the INLA 
and CAG the Loyalist Volunteer Force. 
This small but dangerous breakaway 
group, which has already killed two 
people and has staged prison protests, 
could provide a focus for disgruntled 
dissident loyalists who may conclude in 
the months and years ahead that too 
many concessions are being made to 
republicans. 

On both sides, in other words, the 
traditional terrorist groups remain out 
there, their arms un -decommissioned, 
and with smaller and more militant 
rivals hovering in the background. 

The sheer longevity of the conflict 
has produced a society all too familiar 
with the gun. The number of men who 
are or have been in prison for murder 
approaches 1,000, while 10,000 or more 
have served time for other terrorist- 
related offences. Thousands more have 
simply never been caught. 

On the legal side of the violence 
equation, the number of local men who 
are or have been members of the 
heavily armed security forces probably 
exceeds 50,000. Such official resort to 
the gun may have been necessary, but 
h is clearly not healthy for a society to 
have so many imbued with Lbe notion 
that resolving conflicts is achieved with 
firearms rather than with politics. 


lo that feeling can be added all the 
other negative sentiments stockpiled in 
this damaged community; bereavement 
and segregation are responsible for 
the bitterness, anger and hatred gen- 
erated by the itoubles which baye aug- 


e rated by the "Roubles which baye aug- nationalist side. It was therefore hardly 
mented the existing repositories of his- . surprising that it was regarded with 


torical recrimination. 


/^iven all that, where is the.hope for . 
I —peace? The answer lies essentially 
VJm the proposition that the 
Troubles have provided not just misery, 
but also an education. The argument is 
that lessons have been learned the 
hard way, and that such lessons .are 
often the most valuable of all. 

It has been established that both sides 
have developed self-replkating para- . 
military structures, with a flow of 
recruits ready to replace those impris- 
oned or killed. Neither the BRA nor the 
loyalists were actually compelled to go 
Op ceasefire: both could have fought on. 

Yet both seem to have been affected 
tty the widespread feeling that, while 
more years of terrorism were possible, 
they were unlikely to advance the cause 
of either. Both sides proved their abil- 
ity to kill and to suffer losses; yet along 
the way the feeling took root thaL nei- 
ther would achieve eventual victory. 

The air became permeated with a 
sense of mutual uubealability. And the 
stalemate and stand-off gradually gave 
way to an understanding, in many quar- 
ters, that if victoiy was not in prospect 
then the logic pointed lo some son of 
negotiated settlement, lb this was 
added a palpable sense of relief that 
whiie the war could go on for ever, it 
might not have Lo, and that a retreat 
from terrorism, if it could be effected 


thY th 


* still not 
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It also seems to show that something 
of the philosophy behind the peace 
process, principally that a settlement 
which excludes a significant section is 
unlikely to work, is taking root 

The trick in the negotiation s ahead 
may be to amplify this still controver- 
sial premise- into one of- the- cental 
foundations' of a new political dispos- 
ition. Sinn Fein is not about tx>g£t a 
united Ireland; Unionism is not about 
to get a strengthened union with 
Britain. The only logical common 
ground would therefore seem to lie in 
an equality agenda, in which the rights 
of all were protected. 

But there is a long way to go before 
it comes to thaL The political talks are 
due to reconvene in Belfast on 15 Sep- 
tember. Assuming the IRA ceasefire 
bolds, Sinn Fein will be there, leaving 
David Himble to decide whether or not 
to take the Ulster Unionists into .the 
same conference room as Sinn Ffcin. 




The betting is that he will not lead' his 
party into the same room, but the bet- 
ting is also that he will not walk atfepy 
from the process. rl > 

The immediate outcome could there- 
fore be proximity talks, a form of dia- 
logue at a distance. But the talks wifi go 
ahead, in whatever format, Tony Blair 
having laid down that he wants agree- 
ment by May of next year. Few believe 
that he will get it, but by May it should 
be apparent whether real engagement 
is taking place. 


I f, however, the talks remain bogged 
down in the all-too-familiar proce- 
dural trench warfare, the Govern- 
ment may resort to the option of thrash- 
ing out a new agreement with Dublin, 


to be presented to the parties at a later 
date. Nobody wants to talk up the idea 


without loss of face, was highly 
desirable. 

As with so much else of the political 
agenda since the late Sixties, the peace 
process developed from the Irish 
nationalist side. It was therefore hardly 


. .. ,much suspicion and scepticism by 
Unionists. . 

>r . ..It grill is, though it. has had a deep 
ly effect on the thinking of many Protesr 
e tants. Those most opposed were senior 
y, Unionist politicians, some of whom 
is were dearly more comfortable dealing 
e with the IRA's terrorism than with Sinn 
■e Fein’s political gambits. 

But Unionist political denundation 
s of the peace process does not tell the 
i- whole stoiy of the present Protestant 
>f state of mind. Most senior loyalist 
s- paramili tants, for example, now 
ie approve of that process: this does not 

0 mean they are about lo buy rounds of 

1 drinks for Gerry Adams and Martin 
d McGuinness, but the years of iropris- 
e onment and loss of colleagues have pro- 
i. duced an empathy with the republicans, 
e This has translated into a willingness to 
1- talk to Sinn Fein. 

g Most of the Protestant population 
i- seem to favour engagement in talks 
together with Sinn Fein. Although 
a many believe that the republicans 
e should continue to be held at one 
e remove, this is in itself a remarkable 
■- state of affaiis, since in the last five years 
a no major Unionist political figure has 
if advocated negotiations with Sinn Fein, 
s Thus Protestants at large have 
t become more flexible than their polii- 
t ical leaders, and willing to contemplate 
t steps that are without precedent in their 
i history. 


that the talks are doomed to failure, but 
it has to be pointed out that so many 
previous rounds of inter-party talks did 
not succeed. (The sole exception .in 
1974, produced an agreement *I«| 
lasted less than six months.) 

But the optimists contend that this 
time it could be different For one thing, 
the strength of Labour’s majority and 
the fact that it is likely to be in power 
for at least two terms gives Ibny Blair 
an authority that John Major lacked. 
For another, all the previous negotia- 
tions took place m an atmosphere of 
continuing violence; the expectations of 
the two communities were low, and 
those parties, who exhibited intrans- 
igence suffered no electoral penalty for 
doing so. 

This time, the theory goes, there 
could be a new magic ingredient: peace. 
Assuming that the ceasefires hold, there 
will be progressively more confidence in 
them, and steadily increasing hope that 
they can be maintained. In these cir- 
cumstances die parties might experience 
more and more communal compulsion 
to stay at the table and do real businfey 
The public mood would be agairal 
walk-outs and obstructiveness, since 
these could endanger the peace. 

Conflicts of nationality are notor- 
iously difficult to settle, and there is still 
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no precise answer in sight to the ques- 
tion of how to reconcile a tradition 
which wants to be Irish with another 
which is determined to stay British. 
Huge questions remain on how far 
Unionism and nationalism maybe pre- 
pared to compromise. 

But five yearn ago few dreamt that it 
could get as far as this, with ceasefires 
in place and talks in prospect. There will 
undoubtedly be much turbulence 
ahead, but there could also be a power- 
ful new sen liment from the grass-roots. 
This is a feeling that while their Union- 
ism and their nationalism are impifth 
tant, so, too, is the necessity of hare, 
me ring out the type of deal necessary 
lo ensure that the war does not break 
out all over again. 
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Not being in Edinburgh is so hard to capture 
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I am suffering from slight 
Edinburgh Festival 
withdrawal symptoms at 
the raomenL This is a mild 
ailment caused by 
withdrawing from the 
Edinburgh Festival and going 
somewhere else while it 
happens. It is triggered by 
switching on the radio or TV 
and listening to someone 
saying what a great time they 
are having at the Edinburgh 
Festival. This is especially 
true of switching on Ned 
Sherrin’s Loose Ends, which 
sounds ail the year round as 
if it is being broadcast direct 
from a bar in Edinburgh, but 
sounds even more so at 
festival time. 

Yet why anyone ever 
broadcasts programmes from 
the Edinburgh Festival I 
have no idea. Hie 
programme planners must 
think that because everyone 
is having such great fun at 
Edinburgh It is only fair to 
share it with the rest of the 
nation, but this idea involves 
two great errors of 
judgement. One. it assumes 
that you can give some idea 
of the fun going on. Two. it 
assumes that the rest of the 
nation gives a toss about the 
Edinburgh Festival. 

In fact it is almost 


impossible to give any idea of 
what it is like to be at the 
Edinburgh Festival, especially 
if you're having a good lime. 
The Edinburgh experience is 
something that builds up 
through days of sleeplessness, 
acute parking problems, 
ticket hassles, inspired word- 
of-mouth hints, unexpectedly 
wonderful theatre, late night 
drinking, early morning 
hangovers, acute ironing 
problems, hilarious people 
you’ve never heard of. dull 
famous people, great music, 
snatched sandwiches, health- 
IbreaLetung meat pies ... 

This is not something 
easily captured on TV or 
radio. And when the media 
do try to capture this, they 
either try to plug straight 
into the excitement, which is 
a bit like being phoned by 
someone al a wild party (you 
can HEAR bow exciting ii all 
is down the line without 
getting any effect from it, 
except perhaps depression). 
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or they present little bits of 
acts in front of a cantive 


acts in front of a captive 
audience with a chattv 
presenter, which is like being 
taken to a restaurant and 
being given one spoonful of 
lots of different dishes. It 
wouldn’t work in a restaurant 
and it doesn’t work on TV. 


The wisest thing to do if 
you are not at the festival is 
to ignore the fact that it is 
going on at all. This is a 
difficult thing to do, and I 
must admit that I have given 
in to temptation. I tuned in 
lo BBC's Edinbuigh Nights 
last week in an effort to give 
myself some instant 
nostnlgja.and through the 
hit and miss camera work I 
actually recognised an act 
which 1 had previously seen 
in the flesh. It was Dylan 
Moran, Iasi year's Perrier 
award winner, whom I saw in 
Edinburgh a year ago, on the 
last day before he won the 
award. 


He was great. On stage last 
year, that is. He rambled 
around in a controlled, 
discursive Irish way from 
subicct to subject, like a pin- 
ball machine in slow motion, 
gradually weaving a hypnotic 
pattern, sounding a bit drunk 
but thinking very soberly. 
Over 60 minutes it built up 
powerfully and I came away 
thinking. This man is good - 
too good to be lumbered with 
the Perrier award. (I am 
convinced that getting the 
Perrier does no good to 
anyone. Where has Dylan 
Moran been in the year of his 
title-holding? I have not seen 
his name anywhere.) 

On TV, however, he was 
not great. He just did a few 
minutes of amiable Irish 
ramble and could have been 
anyone. What he does on 
stage is not designed to be 
quick-fire or snappy - quite 
the opposite - so why anyone 
thought a short extract of 
him would work on TV I 
cannot begin to understand. 

But then 1 cannot begin to 
understand why anyone 
thinks the Edinburgh 
Festival is worth bringing to 
the nation at all. Not only is 
it an impossible task, but it is 
a thankless task. The 
Edinburgh Festival, 


especially the Fringe, is a 
huge private party, and there 
is no way you can transmit 
the flavour of a private party. 
Admittedly it is attended by 
hundreds of thousands of 
people, but it is none the less 
a private party. I have been 
to many of them as a 
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performer, and enjoyed them \ 
all tremendously, but I have 
never been aisle to describe 
adequately to anyone who 
has never been there what it 
is like (and do not need to 
with people who have been 
there) and I do not believe 
any TV or radio programme 
has ever come dose either. • 

I blush to find that I am as 
guilty as the next man of 
frying to turn my experience 
into words, because I find, 
looking back, that when I am 
at the festival I do write 
about it and I do tiy to 
convey the flavour of it and I 
do, doubtless, fafi. And this 
year I am not there, and yet 
here I am writing about it . 
once more. Worse, I am 
actually writing a piece about 
what it’s like NOT to be at . 
the festival! 

God forgive me, the 
Edinburgh Withdrawal 
disease is even more 
penurious than I thought it 
was. 
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Why the party’s 
still not over for 
the Oasis iiber-lads 


“A 




U my people. Right 
Here. Right Now . 

D’ya know what I 
mean?” sneers Liam as the pre- 
planned stage invasion starts. He 
takes off his shades and does his 
moody bastard stare into the 
camera. “Oh my God, he's so ... 

7 old,” screams the adolescent girl 
curled up on the sofa watching 
Top of me Pops with me. “No 
wonder he has to wear sun- 
glasses. He’s gpt ... lines,” my 
daughter adds. (Actually, Liam 
only seems to have the one line 
- the “mad for it” line - but still 
it’s true that, at 24, he’s not as 
young as he used to be.) 

Oasis past it? How could I sug- 
gest such a thing . Here they are. 

Now. With their difficult third 
album, with their gnifriends’ “tits 
out for the lads” tabloid antics 
and broadsheets such as The 
Observer turning into Oasis 
fanzines and their free promos 
on BBC - is there anybody out 
there who doesn't like them? 

Jesus probably loves them. Cer- 
tainly Ibny Blair does. The ldds 
in the street like them. As the 
other I iam, the anti-Liam, Tiam 
Hewlett of The Prodigy says, 

“My Dad likes Oasis.” Every- 
body’s Dad likes Oasis. This is 
consensus rock. No dissidents or 
backlashes will be tolerated. 

Everyone likes Oasis in the way 
that everyone (ikes Tony Blair. It 
snot so much that these guys are 
great in themselves, but that 
they remind us of greatness. 

Obviously I preferred the band 
before they were famous, just as 
1 liked Blair more when he was 
less certain of power. But then, 
having grown out of politics. I'm 
at that awkward age where I still 
think that music matters. 

If it were just music we were talking about 
then we would have to admit that the first Oasis 
album was better than the second, the second 
better than the third. But it would not do to 
start rumours of national decline just yet, for 
Oasis, as we know, are bigger than music . Tiey 
are a phenomenon. This is why excited hacks 
have been revealing to us for some time now 
their exclusive sneak previews of Be Here Now. 
The fact is that anyone who has been listen- 
ing to pop music for the last 30 years has had 
a sneak preview of Be Here Now. 



Suzanne 

Moore 

The new 
album’s 
worse than 
the second, 
which was 
worse than 
the first, 
but who 
cares? All 
Liam’s 
people 
know what 
he means 


the 


Still, we must take it all seriously for, unlike 
e nastily commercial Spice Girls, 


Oasis are 


a proper rode group. They are blokes for a start: 
uber-lads, certifiable proles who wear their class 
credentials on their album sleeves. They have 
nicked and been nicked. They like football and 
blondes and stardom and their mum. They are 
sullen louts with genuine working-class aspi- 
rations- to crash a car into a swimming pool 
outside a rock-star mansion. There is no point 
•vpt. in saying that it’s all been done before. They 
Ct know that and they “don’t give a shit”. 

W Nor is there any use in complaining about the 

dumbing down of rock music, because dumb- 
ness can be a virtue. Give me Noel's dumbest, 
purest lyrics (“Tm feeling supersonic /Give me 
gin and tome ” ) over his mock-meaningful stuff 
any day (“Tve found a key upon the SootfMaybe 
you and I will not believe the things we find 
behind the door”). As long as Noel can write a 
song like “Live Forever” he can be forgiven. 
What does matter, though, are their aspirations 
beyond music, which are not so much dumb as 
completely narrow. Despite their love of The 
Beatles, there is no comparison. They do not 
appear interested in ideas, in other worlds, in 


other kinds of music, in real 
experimentation. They are the 
Beaties that everyone’s Dad 
always did like, the ones who 
wrote nice tunes rather than the 
ones who got dressed up in giriy 
clothes, hung out with peculiar 
Japanese women or got Into pri- 
mal screaming. 

They are indeed an Oasis, a 
lush little growth in the midst of 
inhospitable territory which 
crawls with strange creatures, 
from Tricky to Thom Yorke, 
who are making another land of 
Brit pop altogether. In thrall to 
the past, while they can put 
their musical sensibility into 
quotation marks there is noth- 
ing ironic about their extended 
replay of the rock-star lifestyle. 

Liam was struggling for words 
od telly the other day. Words 
aren't his thing. Who needs 
words with an attitude like his? 
One look from Liam says it aJL 
Why bother with the art-school 
boys? Noel wrote the lyrics 
“ Damn my education/I can’t find 
the words to say/For the thin g s 
caught in my mind”. For these 
boys have made it without edu- 
cation, and while the middle 
classes worry about GCSEsand 
teenage pregnancy this week, 
the kids who didn’t even sit the 
grama and who are not amazed 
that 13 -year-olds get pregnant 
will sing along. They will know 
precisely what Liam means. ' 

The night before the Gal- 
laghers appeared on TV to un- 
load the chips on their shoulders, 
we had seen another kind of 
genius at work. A documentary 
about Captain Beefheart revealed 
just bow damn complicated the 
whole thing could be. WbenBeef- 
heart got sick of trying to encapsulate the his- 
tory of jazz, blues and rock'n'roll into four bars, 
he bowed out and went back to live in the desert. 
Oasis simply pare everything down to a vague 
though emotionally heigh tened experience. 

Their trump card is understanding how it 
feels to be in a crowd at a football match or at 
a rave, that feeling of inclusion for those who 
often feel excluded. They tap straight into a 
kind of collectivity, a dormant sense of belong- 
ing, so that everyone who sings along to an 
Oasis song feels that they are part of a select 
but anointed group that somehow stands in’ 
opposition to the rest of the world. In reality 
it doesn’t take much to be one of Noel and 
Iiam’s “people”, as the majority of the popu- 
lation like them, but still we are supposed to 
feel faintly flattered by this cosmic sentiment 

What Oasis are in opposition to is somewhat 
vague. It is dearly not the Establishment or 
money. As class warriors they are truly 
Thatcher’s children, who think that individual 
attitude rather than love is all you need. I don’t 
begrudge them their success or their excess. It’s 
just that I cannot equate “cool” with cocktails 
with the Prime Minister. Don't believe the hype. 
Oasis are the most astonishingly uncontrover- 
sial rock band ever; as everyone agrees, they are 
“quite good”. 

The best deconstruction of the brothers Gal- 
lagher I ever saw was performed by two little 
boys with a karaoke machine. Wearing their 
Dad's sunglasses, these two kids just stood on 
stage mouthing the words to “WondeiwalT. 
They didn't move, they didn’t change their 
expressions; they jusl kept their cagoules 
zipped up tight against the outside world, imag- 
ining the whole time that they were the real 
thing. The audience loved them. 


The minister returns 
toasti 



A pparently, Chris 
Smith is seriously 
dischuffed. How 
one is supposed to 
discern this on 
meeting him is not immediately 
dear, as he is charm person- 
ified. Barely a crabby word 
crosses his lips during our inter- 
view in his vast office over- 
looking Trafalgar Square, but 
still the fact of his crossness 
hangs in the air like a warning. 

Something has gone awry 
on the news management front 
and The Independent, in par- 
ticular, has given cause for dis- 
pleasure. The cause of Has fris- 
son is the coverage over the 
past few days of Mr Smith's 
plans for an academy of sport- 
ing excellence. More particu- 
larly, the Secretary of State for 
Culture, Media and Sport is 
stung by the suggestion in our 
leader column on Wednesday 
that he has displayed symptoms 
of on-the-hoof policy formul- 
ation, of adopting off-the-cuff 
solutions that threaten to- 
become problems of their own. 

The sequence of events is as 
follows. Late last week the 
Independent on Sunday, along 
with other papers, is briefed on 
the principles which will govern 
the new academy. It runs a 
story on its front page saying 
that team games such as rugby, 
cricket and football mil lose 
out. as individual and non- 
commercial sports are to be put 
at the centre of the project. 
That morning Mr Smith is 
interviewed on Radio 4* and 
says that athletes in the 
Olympic sports are among 
those most m need of support. 

Lord MacLaurin, chairman 
of the England and Wales 
Cricket Board, is interviewed 
by David Frost on the same day 
and without having seen full 
details of the proposals says 
that if cricket is to lose out, he 
wants greater freedom to raise 
money through TV deals. Mr 
Smith says later that he will be 
prepared to discuss the matter. 

In the meantime, it emerges 
that in fact the cricket board is 
already planning its own acad- 
emy and is not particularly upset 
by being left off the list Bor the 
Government’s version. Ii also 
emerges that cricket, along with 
other team sports, will be able 
to use the centre’s facilities for 
sports science, research, medi- 
cine and nutrition. 

Following this rigmarole, Mr 
Smith was widely accused of 
vacillation, and of denying 
cricket, football and rugby 
access to lottery money while 
spending millions on volleyball 
and synchronised swimming. 
Now be wants to “set the record 
straight”. 

“What we were trying to set 
out was the basic philosophy as 
to what the academy is there to 
do," he says. “It is about excel- 
lence; it is about turning ama- 
teurs into world-class compet- 
itors; it is about giving our best 
athletes the best chance. It isn’t 


Fran Abrams talks to Chris Smith 



Still smiling: the Secretary of State for Culture, Mecfia and Sport 


Glynn Griffiths 


‘Suggesting that we wanted to exdude cricket 
from the academy of sport and then that we had 
done some sort of rapid U-turn is nonsense’ 


about excluding any sports; it is 
about doing what’s best for 
each individual sport." Rugby, 
cricket and football will all 
receive their own support from 
the lottery, he adds. 

At the heart of the academy, 
he s^ys. wiD be the academic and 
medical facilities which all sports 
can share. Other countries 
already have these, while Britain 
lags behind. Labour said so as 
long ago as May 1996, when it 
published its policy on sport. 

“Suggesting that we wanted 
to exclude cricket and then 
that we had done some son of 
rapid U-turn on the subject is 
actually complete nonsense. 
We have been saying this all 
along," be says. 

In fact, once Lord MacLau- 
rin had been equipped with the 
full facts at a meeting with Mr 
.Smith on Monday, peace and 
harmony broke out. The cricket 
board chairman had even 
agreed that he did not want to 


remove all Test matches from 
terrestrial television screens. 

Mr Smith is also dearly a 
little miffed by the intervention 
of the cricket-loving former 
prime minister, John Major, 
who had planned an academy 
of his own and who stepped in 
this week to criticise Labour’s 
version. The Tories’ own docu- 
ment listed a number of sports 
to be included but itself missed 
out rugby league, Mr Smith 
says. It was “a bit rich” for Mr 
Major to complain, when his 
government had put little flesh 
on the bones and had left him 
to work out the details. 

There have also been com- 
plaints - though not in this 
newspaper - that the whole, 
idea is glitist anyway. Not so. 
says Mr Smith. Although he 
does believe that Britain must 
improve its sporting perfor- 
mance abroad, the £10Gm which 
will be spent on the academy is 
just a fraction of. more than 


£1.7bn which will go from the 
lotteiy to sport. The rest will be 
spent on youth and community 
facilities. “The whole thrust of 
our policy generally has been 
about sport for alL and partic- 
ularly sport for young people." 

Where, by the way, has the 
Minister for Sport. Ibny Banks, 
been while ml this has been 
going on? Is be not the sport- 
ing one around these ports? 
After all the only athletic activ- 
ity listed by Mr Smith in Who's 
Who is mountaineering. 1 am 
assured that Tony is on holiday, 
and that he would certainly 
have been handling his share of 
the publicity with his usual 
aplomb had he been present. 


Mr Smith, for the record, 
supports Arsenal: “I am a keen 
football fan and a rather poor 
football player. I kick a ball 
around a little bit, but 1 am not 
up to prime ministerial stan- 
dard," he says, referring to Mr 
Blair's apparent penchant for 
getting bis boots out at the first 
hint of an opportunity. 

So, M’lud, are the media 
guilty as charged? Certainly, 
there does seem to have been 
some rack- handedness on the 
Government's part. For a start, 
the emphasis has changed since 
Labour announced its policy 
last year, despite protestations 
from Mr Smith that it has not 
Then the central academy was to 
be mainly for medicine and so 
on, while the t raining centres 
were to be scattered around the 
country. Now many of those 
facilities are to be at the centre, 
after all 

And there still is uncertainty 
about whether the position the 
Secretary of State took at the 
weekend is the final one. Dur- 
ing our conversation it emerged 
that he had asked the four 
Sports Councils for England, 
Scotland, stales and Northern 
Ireland for advice on the exact 
form the academy should take 
- how many of its facilities 
should be at the centre and how 
many in the regions, and which 
sports it should concentrate 
on. A final derision would be 
taken around the end of Sep- 
tember. he said, after these 
deliberations and further con- 
versations with other sporting 
bodies were complete. 

A question still hangs, too, 
over precisely what the minister 
was trying to do when he briefed 
the media over the weekend. 
He says be wanted to set out the 
principles behind the new acad- 
emy, but why now? He could, 
for example, have wailed until 
the process was complete, by 
which time the Minister for 
Sport would have been back 
from his holidays. 

It is, of course, possible that 
Mr Smith felt the need for 
some good publicity in the 
wake of suggestions that his 
first 100 days had not been an 
unmitigated success. If so, 
things could not have gone 
more horribly wrong. He now 
says he had all the facts up his 
sleeve at the weekend, and that 
be gave some of them to the 
press but they were not 
reported. He knew the cricket 
board wanted its own acad- 
emy; that there would be more 
lottery cash for team sports; 
that the centre’s facilities 
would be largely open to all. 
Somehow the message did not 
come across. So, shoot the 
messenger? 




Rum-ti-tum, the heartbeat of a nation 


T he train jolted its way up the 
side of the hills into the Peak 
District. At the heart of the 
unintimidating fell-tops, cupped in a 
hollow, lies Buxton. It is a small spa 
town of solidity and decency whose 
Georgian architecture is on a 
reassuringly human scale. In the 
cautious conservatory of its winter 
gardens, holiday-makers eat Swiss 
roll and read The Daily Telegraph. 
The shop sells tea towels imprinted 
with the words of “Bless this House” 
or “My Kitchen Prayer", which 
begins: Bless my little kitchen. Lord! 
I love its every nook ... 

If the outside world is knocking at 
its door, Buxton doesn't need to 
know. It is safe and old-fashioned 
and English in the way that Gilbert 
and Sullivan are. It was just the right 
venue for the fourth International 
G&S festival (last year's winners: the 
South Anglia Savoy Players - South 
Anglia is Gtibertian for Essex). 

Ii was the big day for the 
Bournemouth G&S Society. At 9am 
■ Raul a 54 -year-old solicitor who had 
taken the week off work, was already 
backstage erecting the set and light- 
ing rig for the society’s production of 
The Yeoman of die Guard. He has 
been doing stage lighting for more 
than 20 years. “You start work before 
the rest of the company get here, and 
when they go home you are still here 
to take it all down," he said. But his 
enthusiasm seemed undimmed. 

By 1 lam the company had arrived 
■and were sitting in the Victorian 
splendour of the Matcham theatre, 
all cream and gold and blue drapes. 
"Raring is eveiything today,” Roberta 
Morrell their director, announced. 
“Remember you have to peak at 
Sessional 


7J0pra." Roberta, a professional 
employed by Bournemouth to mark 
their 50th anniversary production. 


had put the cast through a [ 
three weeks of solid ret 
“Remember you do this for pleasure; 
don't lose sight of that fact" 

As if. The capacity for innocent 
enjoyment is integral to G&S. That 
much was evident from the moment 
the rehearsal began. It is not just that 
the splendid jum-ti-tum of Sulli- 
van's music offers endless opportun- 
ity for arm-swinging gusto. (Ama- 
teurs love G&S, because you’re 
supposed to be hammy). Or that the 
wilrnl ahistoririty of Gilbert’s Ruri- 
tanian flummery fulfils even the 
most extravagant childhood dreams 
for dressing up. 

No, in the wings, too, there were 
endless opportunities for merriment. 
Yeomen threatened mischief with 
their halberds. Hats were worn inside 
out. Heavy Tudor skirts were lifted 
to waft air to nether regions. By the 
prompt desk a member of the cho- 
rus looked wistfully on to the stage: 
“I'm understudying Phoebe," she 
sighed, “but she's never ill - despite 
the voodoo doll and the pins." 

In the stalls, like a beady-eyed 
eagle, sat Edna, who joined the com- 
pany in 1949, played contralto leads 
till 1955, and directed 31 consecutive 
annual productions until 1986. In her 
late eighties, she is now an honorary 
consultant. “Those halberds should 
all be faring the same way,” she said 
in a whisper which must have 
reached the gallery. “Most of the 
men have two left feet - but don’t 
write that down." 

By lunch time Janet who intro- 
duced herself as the society’s chair- 
man, was ready for a rest She bad 
only recently recovered from a heart 
attack. “The support I gpt after it was 
incredible,” she said. “There’s a 
tremendous sense of caring about 
one another in a group like this, even 
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if you’re not bosom pals. Bernard 
and his wife were fantastic.” 

Bernard, too, was in the stalls. He 
had done his bit. He was the props 
man and he had set everything out 
in the wings, stage right At one time 
his only involvement was to bring his 
wife, Maureen, who was in the cho- 
rus, to rehearsals, since she couldn't 
drive. Tliea he got drafted into props 
and has been, it was universally 
acknowledged, indispensable ever 
since. He stood in the darkness and 
surveyed the dress rehearsal. “It’s the 
best thing that ever happened to 
me,” he said quietly. “No one could 
be more proud of this lot than me.” 

In the wins, halberd down. Yeo- 
man Roger filled me in on the role 
of treasurer. He collected members’ 
subs (£15 a year) and handled ticket 
sales (£30,000 on a good show such 
as The Mikado , Pinafore, Pirates or 
The Gondoliers). He has done it for 
10 years. It was a bit of a busman’s 
holiday - he is finance director for a 
Dorset brewery -but he met his wife 
through it “Both second marriages,” 
he said as be nipped back on stage. 

“Who’s looking after the props?” 
inquired a stranger. “Bernard," I 
beard myself say. “They’re on the 
other side." It was catching, this 
sense of participation. 

“You can sometimes feel tike a 
hamster on a wheel” said Robin, 
who played the Sergeant, but was in 
reality a retired major with the Royal 
Engineers. It's not just the rehearsals, 
said his wife, Vlcld, who is in the cho- 
rus, there are the concerts at the 
Ringwood Conservative Association, 
the dinner dan.-f» j the quizzes, the 
Anything-But-G&S night, the barbe- 
cues, garden parties and cream teas. 

Bournemouth G&S, it must be 
said, is a bit short of the tmder-45s. 
“The kids would rather be in Grease. 


with mikes," said Vicki. “You can’t 
get the young to commit themselves: 
three months ahead! Every week! 
The very idea!” It is almost as if G&S 
speak to a time when the general 
populace aspired to a middle-class 
culture: today, in the classless homo- 
geneity of our pop era, everyone 
seeks safe, non-elitist anonymity. It 
was a world of activity in which ni gh 
standards were balanced with giving 
everyone a role - said the musical 
director, Jean, a teacher - unlike so 
many modern pastimes, which 
involve passively sitting in front of a 
computer or TV. 

The performance was quite 
magnificent But the performance 
was, to me, not the point. In the bar 
afterwards members of the cast 
emboldened ever so politely by alco- 
hol, made clear that they expected 
The Independent to take the mickey 
out of Gilbert & Sullivan. 1 would not 
dream of it It was Edmund Burke, 
who said that British society is made 
up of countless little platoons. 
Bournemouth G&S Society is one of 
them. They are where our citizens . 
Icarn the mechanisms of mutuality. 

The dogged reliability of the light- 
ing man Paul, the continuity and 
standards of the octogenarian Edna, 
the trust and striving after excellence 
of the director Roberta, the exactness 
and probity of Roger the treasurer, 
the love and care which Janet artic- 
ulated, Jean's acknowledging of the 
strengths and weaknesses of others 
- ah these are the foundations of our 
civil society- It does not have to be 
G&S, of course. It is all there in the 
bowls teams, the tennis clubs, the 
night schools, the local Rotary and 
countless other bodies. Britain would 
be a poorer place without them. 

Tuesday: Knotdngjley, West Yorkshire. 



Will you support us? 

The Royal College of Physicians secs the standards 
and controls the quality of medical practice in hospitals 
throughout England. Wales and Northern Ireland. 

Research plays a vital part in this work. Not laboratory 
research - but research that evaluates the most effective 
ways of caring; for patients, 

□ Such as how to maximize the quality of 
life tor those sick with cancer. 

Q Or how best to provide sensitive long 
term care for older people. 

□ Or what guidelines should be laid down 
for the best management of asthma. 

Funding this never ending programme is a real problem. 
We rely on the donations, gifts and legacies of 
generous supporters to augment our independent 
income. Only in this way can we continue to seek out 
new and better methods of caring for patients in hospital. 

W -Iff you help us to improve the cart of patients by 
making a contribution to one of our research projects? 

- lit will gladly send you details. 

Write to the Appeal Director 
or Tdephotu 0171 93S 217 4. 
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of the Year 


BT and MCI 


rethink terms 


of £ 18 bn merger 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


British Telecom and its US 
partner MCI admitted for the 
first time publicly yesterday 
that they were reviewing the 
price of their S29bn (£18bn) 
merger and raised the possibil- 
ity that the deal may not go 
ahead at all. 

As the latest twist in the saga 
unfolded, the US telephones 
watchdog, the Federal Com- 
munications Commission 
(FCC), last night formally ap- 
proved the deal, clearing the 
biggest regulatory hurdle in its 
way. The move, which was wide- 
ly expected, came after MCI 
said it supported moves in the 
UK to give rival operators en- 
hanced access to BT s network. 

In a short and carefully 
worded statement, released first 
by MCI and then yesterday 
morning by BT the companies 
said: “BT and MCI arc having 
discussions concerning the eco- 
nomic terms of their existing 
merger agreement.** It contin- 
ued: “There can be no assur- 
ance as to the outcome of the 
discussions.” 

BT launched a review of the 
merger last month after MCI 
issued a surprise profit warning. 
The US long-distance giant 
said losses from its assault on 
the local American phone mar- 
ket could double to SSOOm. 

Yesterday's announcement 
led to a sharp rise in BT shares, 
which jumped 29p, to 412.5p. 
MCI shares plunged 15 per 



cent by mid afternoon in New 
York, to $31.5. 

The two companies refused 
to elaborate on the statements, 
leaving analysts and investors 
guessing about the current state 
of the talks. Last n^ght there was 
growing speculation that BT 
would make a more detailed an- 
nouncement on the deal today, 
with some analysts suggesting it 
could be about to abandon the 
de-up completely. 

The joint review committee 
invest 
met on 

ly to agree a finished report 
which would be sent to the two 
company boards. MCI followed 
with a board meeting that night. 

One possible reason for the 
statements yesterday was that 
Lawyers were concerned that the 
partners were misleading the fi- 
nancial markets, after specula- 
tive press reports had 
repeatedly suggested the deal 
would go ahead on the existing 
terms. BT would then have 
made big cuts in MCTs invest- 
ment programme in the SlOObn 
local phone market 

Another suggestion by ana- 
lysts was that the MCI statement 
was released unilaterally to put 
pressure on BT which then 
hastily released an identical 
statement to head off specula- 
tion of a rift “MCI seems to be 
putting a sell-by date on this 
deal Some breakdown seems to 
have happened and at the mo- 
ment nobody at BT is in con- 
trol," said one analyst 

BT directors were believed to 


Gamble on prices 
costs Soros $70m 


George Soros, the billionaire 
specnlator and philanthropist, 
has suffered a $70m f£44m) loss 
gambling on the BT/MCI 
merger, writes Chris Godsmark, 
Mr Soros is one of a number of 
high profile speculators and ar- 
bitrageurs to have been left with 
huge paper losses after gam- 
bling on the MCI and BT share 
prices. 

Arbitrageurs had bought 
MCI shares in the hope of 
making a profit when the deal 
was completed, because the 
American group’s stock was 
trading well below the value 
suggested by BTs original 
takeover offer. 

Accounts filed by Mr Soros 
recently showed be increased his 
holding of MCI shares bom 6 
million to 133 million between 


April and June, giving hnn 2.4 
percent of the company The 15 
per cent bill in MCTs share 
price yesterday suggested Mr 
Soros's stake had fallen in value 
at one stage by around $70m. 

BT has offered a mixture of 
$6 in cash pins 5.4 BT shares 
for every MCI share, which 
meant as the UK group’s share 
price rose, so did the value of 
its takeover bid. 

Yesterday’s dosing BT share 
price of 412.5p valued each 
MCI share at $4L5, compared 
with the trading price of just 
over $31. 

The difference between the 
two prices reflected the fact that 
analysts and investors now ex- 
pect the deal to be renegotiated 
at a lower price or abandoned 
altogether. 


have discussed the committee's 
conclusions at a scheduled 
monthly board meeting yester- 
day. At least one senior MCI ex- 
ecutive, possibly Douglas 
Maine, the finance director, 
was thought to have flown over 
to the UK. However the two 
MCI directors on BTs board, 
chairman Bert Roberts and 
chief executive Gerald laylor, 
were not believed to have at- 
tended the meeting in London. 

BT declined to confirm 
whether the board meeting had 
taken place, or whether further 
information would be released 
today. However company 
sources said relations between 
executives from the two groups 
remained “as amicab le as ever". 

A BT spokesman Insisted 
that the outcome of the review 
was still due to be revealed by 
the end of the month. “Well 
complete it as soon as we can 
and probably by the end of Au- 
gust/ 1 

Most large BT shareholders 
welcomed the statements as 
confirmation that BT was seek- 
ing to cut the price of the 
merger. One institution urged 
BT to press for a reduction of 
up to 20 per cent in the deal 
price, while another said the 
minimum cut acceptable to in- 
vestors would be 10 per cent 

BT is buying the remaining 
four-fifths of MCI it does not 
already own for a mixture of BT 
shares and cash. It took a 20 per 
cent stake in MCI in 1994 and 
has forged ahead with a joint 
venture, called Concert in in- 
ternational business commu- 
nications. 

One investor said: “You can 
read anything into this. But 
renegotiation up front is the 
only way forward. This looks 
like Mu accepts that reality." 

But analysts doubted whether 
the secret clauses in the merger 
agreement allowed the price to 
be lowered. Another problem 
was the likelihood that a re- 
duced takeover price would 
need to be approved by share- 
holders, delaying the comple- 
tion of the merger further. 

Andrew Moffat, from Soriete 
Generale, warned that MCI's 
position was stronger than BTs. 
There has been speculation 
that other US phone groups 
were waiting in the wings to 
make a bid approach. 

“MCI still have the whip 
hand in all this. I don’t think 
they will agree to change the 
terms of the deal and there's no 
way they can do that and get ap- 
proval from shareholders in 
the current timetable,” said Mr 
Moffat 

Comment, page 21 




action 



The Crown Prosecution Sfe. 
(CPS) yesterday suspend 
iroceedings against Andre.' h 
A egaii the' entrepreneur who u 
became- erabrofied in a failed ff 
£1 jzbn bid for the Cboperative ;j 
Wholesale Society (CWS). But 
it said police investigations i I 
would continue into Mr Regan's ;; 
role in the aborted deal. :J 
The CPS has discontinued . 
the case to allow the Man-.' 
Chester police more time to’j 
look into the circumstances 
surrounding the alleged theft of;-' 
documents connected with Mr j 
Regan’s plans to launch a bid >• 
for the supermarkets to funeral \\ 
parlours group earlier this year. 
The deal collapsed after 





of the main financial backers oh' 
» «>if 1 


Mike Blackburn yesterday: ‘No philosophical hang-ups’ about giving money back to shareholders Photograph: UPPA 



war chest to investors 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor - 


Halifax yesterday said it had a 
war chest of £3.5bnto spend on 
the bank 


acquisitions, hov^ever 1 
promised to hand back its sur- 
plus funds to shareholders if it 
was unable to make a purchase 
at a sensible price. 

Mike Blackburn, chief exec- 
utive, said Halifax was looking 
to expand its interests in long- 
term savings, pensions and gen- 
eral insurance to complement 
its dominant position in the 
mortgages and savings market 
However, he warned that “we 
don’t like to overpay in York- 
shire" and said deals would 
only be considered if they fitted 
strategically and enhanced 
shareholder value. 

He professed “no philo- 
sophical hang-ups” about band- 
ing money back to shareholders 
and would be happy to do so if 
the price of acquisitions was not 
right No timetable was given for 
making purchases. 


In its first results announce- 
ment since floating at the be- 
ginning of June, the former 
building society reported a 9 per 
cent rise in profits but said 
there would be no dividend pay- 
out until May 1998. 

Mr Blackburn warned that 
the more people speculated 
about an acquisition, the less 
likely it would be. 

He admitted that prices in the 
financial sector had run ahead 
of themselves as investors at- 
tempted to pick the next victim 
of acquisition-hungry groups 
such as Halifax. 


Describing the surplus capi- 
of p 


tal as a reflection of past suc- 
cess. Mr Blackburn said he 
would like to see the ratio of 
Halifax' s Tier 1 capital to its to- 
tal assets fell from its current- 
ly high 14.6 per cent to around 
7 per cent. That would put the 
company in fine with the rest of 
the banking sector. 

Using up excess funds would 
also result in Halifax being able 
to report a higher return on the 


capital it employs in its opera- 
tions. During the first half a re- 
turn of 14.6 per cent was 
achieved, but Jon Foulds, the 
chairman, said the underlying 
return, . excluding unutilised; 
tapital, was' a morel^ressive 
27 per cent 

Profits in the first half of the 
year rose from £737m to £8G2m, 
benefiting from last year’s ac- 
quisition of Clerical & Medical 
The result was within expecta- 
tions but after an early rise the 
shares dosed 15«5p lower at 
1410.5p. Due to the still-fluid 
state of the share register, as in- 
stitutions build stakes from the 
cashed-in windfalls of former 
members, the first dividend, 
for the full year, will not be paid 
until next spring. 

Halifax saw interest margins 
and spreads narrow in the first 
half compared to last year but 
net new mortgage lending more 
than .doubled to £1.19bn, rep- 
resenting a market share of 
around 10 per cent. 

The new bank said 23 per 


cent of its shares were sold by 
members on the first day of 


trading with the amount held by 
'31 


financial institutions rising to 31 
per cent by the end of July. -- 

Mr Blackburn said the Hal- . 
ifSiA business had stood up well 
in the first half, given the dis^ 
ruption and amount of staff and 
management time devoted to 
the flotation. 

He noted that its non-tradi- 
tional business was now 25 per 
cent of its income, which he 
hoped to raise to one third with- 
in four to five years, and to half 
over 10 years. 

Mr Blackburn said Halifax 
had put in an exceptional per- 
formance in net new mortgage 
lending, which more than dou- 
bled compared with the first half 
of lasL year. 

He said UK house prices 
were expected to rise around 7 
per cent nationally this year but 
noted that outside the buoyant 
London and South-east Eng- 
land market, prices were often 
rising much more slowly. 


Galileo, the takeover vehicle set 
up to make the bid, pulled out. 
The decision to drop proceed- 
ings will not prejudice the CPS's 
ability to take further action 
against Mr Regan. 

Shares in Lanka Trust, the in- 
vestment vehicle run by Mr 
Regan, are likely to stay sus- 
pended while the question 
marks surrounding the bid re- 
main. The shares were sus- 
pended on 10 February. 

A spokeswoman for the Lon- 
don Stock Exchange said there 
had been no approach from, the 
company to lift the suspension, 
following yesterday's develop?', 
meat. Depending on - the-. 
Greater Manchester police’s 1 
findings, the CPS may decide (6. 
restart proceedings against rhjf '■ 
31 year-old Mr Regan. It may 
however, deride no further ac- 
tion is warranted. “ . 

A spokeswoman for. CWS' 
said that yesterday's moVe was. ‘ 
intended to facilitate the in- :; 
vestigation and represented rf ‘ 
“suspension of the proceedings, , 
rather than their conclusion’'/;- 
“As this, is a matter for thif 
auffibritieS ;i an‘<f is ’Out of oiiif, ! 
hands rtvyqujdfj^ inappropriate^ 
for us to ctarinfeht filmier,” shfe" 
added: 

The CPS' took over CWS& 
private prosecution ait the end or 1 
June. Former Co-kp e^teCdtiy^; 
Allan Green had bribi charged ; 
with the theft of confidential Oc^' : 
op information and Mr Regaii 
and his partner David Lyons wfih r ; 
aiding and abetting... ' ‘ 
The derisio n to drop the om| 
rent case was taken after poficey 
advised that the complexity of 
the case was likely to require , 
more time. That investigation 
now expected to take a number.;', 
of months.The CWS affair has 
already claimed victims: Three!*' 
bankers at Mr Regan’s advisers * 
Hambros resigned in July after 
an investigation said their con- 
duct had fallen ?weD short of the 
standards of good business 
practice”. : 
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Exports falling as high street booms 


Tom Stevenson 


Further evidence emerged yes- 
terday of Britain’s two-tier 
economy. Official data showed 
consumer spending was boom- 
ing. but the sky-high pound is 
making it increasingly difficult 
for the country’s exporters to 
compete in overseas markets 
and export orders have fallen to 
their lowest level since 1992. 

The economy grew by an 
annualised 3.4 per cent in the 
second quarter of the year, 
boosted bv consumer spending 
at a nine-year high, figures 
from the Office of National Sta- 
tistics showed. Gross domestic 
product grew at an unrevised 0.9 
per cent from' the previous 
quarter, while consumer ex- 
penditure grew 1 J per rent, the 
highest quarterly rate since the 
*>4 per cent recorded in the 


third quarter of 1988. 

Despite the high street boom, 
the Confederation of British 
Industry (CBI) warned yester- 
day growth would slow in 1998 
from this year's forecast 3.1 per 
cent to 2-5 per cent as export 
growth continued to be hit by 
the strong pound and consumer 
demand came off the boil 

Concern about a widening of 
Lhe trade gap, which would in- 
crease selling pressure on the 
pound to fund higher imports, 
sent sterling sharply lower yes- 
terday. The pound closed in 
London at 2.93 German marks, 
well down on its recent high of 
DM3.07, and traders were pre- 
dicting a retreat to DM2£S over 
the next few days. “A mountain 
of sterling has been sold today," 
said Nick Probe rt, head of spot 
trading at Bank of America. 

Assuming base rates are held 


at 7 per cent until the end of 
1998 though, the CBI expects 
the pound's trade-weighted in- 
dex to fall to 99.0 by the end of 
next year from 102.6 at present. 

“People are worried about 
what the high pound levels are 
doing to exports. What we saw 
today was a shake-out in re- 
sponse," Peter Wood, forex 
dealer at Bank of Boston, said. 

The CBI report showed UK 
export orders, choked, by the 
high-flying British currency, 
had reached the lowest levels in 
five years. 

Forty-eight percent of man- 
ufacturers said export order 
books were below normal while 
11 per cent said they were 
above average - leaving a neg- 
ative balance of 37 per cent, up 
from 29 in July. 

Sudhir Junankar, the CBI's 
associate director of economic 


analysis, said rocketing high 
street spending was due in large 
pan to the flood of windfall pay- 
ments from building societies 
converting to banks. In keeping 
with other forecasts this week, 
he estimated the boom would 
be short-lived. 

The strong growth of the do- 
mestic market is in marked 
contrast to the export sector, 
which has been crushed by a 22 
per cem rise m the trade-weight- 
ed value of the pound this year. 
The twin track nature of the 
economy was underlined by of- 
ficial growth figures showing the 

manufacturing sector expanding 
at just L6 per cent year-on-year 
compared with the 43 per cent 
enjoyed by the service sector. 

The CBI quarterly trends 
survey showed export orders at 
their lowest level since No- 
vember 1992, shortly after the 


pound was forced out of the ex- 
change rate mechanism. Geof- 
frey Dicks, UK economist at 
NatWest Markets, said the split 
in the economy was now gaping. 

The good news from yester- 
day's figures was that strong 
high street spending did not ap- 
pear to be having any effect on 
inflation. The CBI said manu- 
facturers' expectations of pass- 
ing on higher prices were at 
their lowest levels far years. 

The CBI forecast underlying 
inflation, excluding mortgage 
payments and indirect taxes, 
would be 23 per cent by the end 
of the year but it expects it to 
have risen to 2.7 per cent, above 
the Government's 23 per cent 
target, by the end of 1998. 

Despite that, the CBI called 
for the Bank of England to leave 
interest rates at 7 per cent until 
the end of next year. 


Redundancy counsellor sheds 
35 jobs following acquisition ^ lx 





Cathy Newman 


Britain's leading redundancy 
counselling firm is itself making 
35 employees redundant after 
acquiring one of its main com- 
petitors. 

Sanders & Sidney, a sub- 
sidiary of PCnna Holdings which 
boasts that it “never makes 
people redundant”, announced 
it was to acquire KPMG Career 
Consulting for £750,000 in cash.- 
KPMG said yesterday that, of 
the t>5 staff employed by its out- 
placement business, only 18 
hod been offered full-time posts 
at Sanders. A dozen more had 
been asked to join Sanders as 
“associates”. 

Sanders will drop the KPMG 
brand name, but denied that it 
had bought the competing busi- 


ness to close it down. The com- 
pany said it had made the ac- 
quisition for its “excellent assets 
and people". 

Frances Conk, managing di- 
rector of Sanders, said: “KPMG 
is giving people help to move on. 
arm wc would certainly support 

However, she added that the 
redundancies were a matter 
for KPMG. “We never make re- 
dundancies, hut sometimes peo- 
ple need to move on ana we 
help them to do that.” 

However, although KPMG 
confirmed the number of staff 
who had been offered work at 
Sanders, it said a decision on the 
future shape of the KPMG 
business was entirely in Sanders’ 
hands. 

Sanders, which is number 


one in its field and, prior to the • 
merger employed over 200 peo-* . ' 
pie, said it was “picking up as ' 
many people as it could”, and ' 
that the alternative would hav^ 1 
been to make the entire work? 
force redundant. 

For reasons of client confi- 
dentiality, Sanders, which has 18 
offices around the UK, cannot' 
give details of clients. However, .. 
Ms Cook described them aS.'- 
“major corporates". 

KPMG said it had bccomeC 1 

parlhnl itc.M.rnlDMm... 


w r thai j' 

ft"*' 








clear ihaL its outplacement 
had n 


a better future with San-/ 
ders, and that there were obvi?; ‘ 
ous synergies between the two / a 
businesses. fH? 

KPMG Career. Consulting ' 
had a turnover of £4.8m' in* 1 
1995/6. Sanders had a turnover “ 
m 1996/7 of £15.9m. ' r- 
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Portable number plan 
attacked by Yodafone 


77-; 
r - ( 


SsiSi's-. 


Chris Godsmark 


Vodafone, the UK's largest 
mobile phone operator, has 
launched an attack on plans by 
the telephones watchdog, Oftel 
to allow customers to keep 
their existing phone number 
when they switch supplier. 

In a submission to Oftel this 
week, Vodafone complained 
the proposals to introduce so- 
called “number portability” next 
year would “impose an aroitraiy 
deadline" based on technical 
data which had not yet been 
gjvtm lo the phone operators. 

Oftel had suggested a temp- 


orary move i 

which could mean the orig. 
phone operator diverting the 
number to the new company. ’ 
This would mean the customer. 1 
had made two calls instead oil! 


one. Rill mobile numbwjwrti^!; 


bility is not due until — .r. 

Alan Harper, Vodafone's^' 
commercial director,, said , 




company could lose, out frofl^r 
portability if cusiomers were en- 
couraged to move to other op- , 
erators. . • "wi 

But he added: “We just do o \ . 
understand what Oftel’s sold-. - 
l|on is for next year -and: tbfl; 
t imescale is unrealistic. n _ ' .j 
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Distinguishing fact from fiction in BT merger 


COMMENT 


‘Where did all these 
stories come from that 
the two sides were 
close to agreeing the 
go-ahead on the same 
terms? The finger 
must obviously point 
towards the arbs, who 
have big money riding 
on such an outcome' 


in a pickle over the BT/MCI 
_ ir, the arbitrageurs were put even 
more heavily in the red yesterday by a state- 
ment of clarification from the two sides. Far 
from being dose to resolving their diffidences 
and ploughing ahead with the merger on the 
original terms, h appears the two companies 
are still poles apart. BT is continuing to push 
for renegotiation of the terms, to take ac- 
count of the unexpectedly high costs of MCFs 
assault on the local telephone market in the 
US, and MCI is refusing to countenance any 
such rhjng . 

It was a statement quite at odds with what 
has generally been appearing in the press 
over the past week or so. Fearing that the 
market was being manipulated into believ- 
ing the wrong thing, that’s why BT put it out 
So where did all these stories come from that 
the two sides were close to agreeing the go- 
ahead on the same terms? The finger must 
obviously point towards the arbs, who have 
big money riding on such an outcome. 

On the face of it, this was a deal that looked 
liked an arbitrageur's dream. Because there 
was some possibility that regulators would 
scupper the deal, MCI stock was trading at 
a discount to the value of BTs share offer. 
Buying MCI and shorting BT therefore 
looked like a sure-fire way to make money. 
From George Soros to Goldman Sachs and 
Salomons, every arb worth the name has been 
playing the opportunity for aD its worth. 

Then with MCTs spot of bother in local 
telecommunications, it all went horribly 


wrong. With BT threatening to puG out if the 
terms were not renegotiated, it suddenly 
looked as if the deal really wouldn’t happen 
after all. Since then, it has obviously been 
in the interests of the arbs to talk down this 
possibility. The more the market believes it 
will happen, and on the terms as 
before, the better the chance of unwinding 
these positions without serious loss. 

Iffoat is what was happening, it has badly 
backfired. The effect of yesterday's statement 
was to send MCI stock dumping even further 
and BT shares soaring, putting the arts even 
more seriously into loss. Nobody is going to 
shed much of a tear for the punishment Mr 
Soros and others are taking. This is “risk” 
arbitrage, after all, and big losses come as 
much with the temtoiy as big profits. 

But it does rather point up the difficulty 
of distinguishing fact from fiction in markets 
these days. Perhaps it was ever thus. The 
existence of such big players in the markets, 
however, does seem to nave made it rather 
worse. The market speculation and press 
reports that had BT pushing ahead on the 
same terms in return for a rethink of MCTs 
investment strategy seem to have been just 
plain wrong. So wrong, in fret, that BTs 
lawyers had to insist on a statement of clar- 
ification being made to the Stock Exchange. 

So what is going to happen? The odds on 
this merger going ahead at all seem to have 
lengthened quite markedly following yes- 
terday’s statement. If BT is still pushing for 
lower terms, the implication is it no longer 


thinks MCI is worth what It was originally 
offering. MCI plainly thinks otherwise ana 
is sticking to its guns. 

It would be a dreadful humiliation for Sir 
Iain Vail ance and Sir Peter Bonfield to pull 
out altogether, but by the same token they 
will be punished for overpaying. Since MCI 
seems to be in no mood for compromises, 
it is hard to see bow this impasse might be 
resolved. One way or another, both the big 
proposed transatlantic business alliances - 
British Airways with American Airlines, and 
British Tfclecom with MCI -seem to be run- 
ning into the sands. 

Raising pensions for all 
is not a sensible idea 

XTewspapers will always need something 
IN to sustain them through the barren sum- 
mer mouths the Whitehall policy option doc- 
ument generally makes a reliable fallback. 
However absurd or whimsical the idea, a av- 
0 servant will at some stage have written a 
paper on it, thus allowing newspapers to 
write, with truth, that ministers have con- 
sidered it. Thus we had the Guardian this 
week splashing on a story that ministers were 
considering naotrodudqg the state pension’s 
link with growth in average earnings. This 
was abolished in 1980 by Margaret Thatch- 
er in favour of a simple link to prices. 

Earning s tend to rise faster than price 
inflation, so it actually makes quite a dif- 


ference. The basic state pension would now 
be 32jper cent higher than it is had the earn- 
ings i»nk been main earned. 

Since Lady Cattle and other Old Labour 

perk ever since^Mia Thatcher 
removed it, Harriet Harman was almost 
bound to consider if as part of her pensions 
review. This is the scut of thing that sends 
civil servants wild with frustration, for it 
amounts to an instruction to cost and draw 
up proposals for funding something minis- 
ters are never likely to do. Or at least if they 
are going to do it, they will truly have lost 
their marbles. 

This is not just because of its costs, or 
because it would go against what every other 
government in Europe is doing. In an effort 
to get to grips with the rocketing costs of 
pensions, even Germany is in the process of 
removing the link with earnings. As it hap- 
pens, the cost of restoring the nuk in Britain, 
although high, is not prohibitive, if only 
because state pension benefits are so miserly. 

According to the Institute for Fiscal Stud- 
ies, the effect would be to raise the cost of 
the state pension by 2030 from £42bn annu- 
ally to £7Zbn. 

Though this sounds a lot, it shouldn't 
make any difference to the taxpayer; as a 
proportion of income, the costs of funding 
the state pension remain broadly the same 
ignoring demographic factors, since incomes 
will bensmg at the same rate as the pension. 
As things presently stand the cost of the stale 


pension as a ^ 4 
quite significant^. 

So in theory this is by do means an unal- 
fordable thing to do. But is it something any- 
one would want to do? If tire Government 
is going to raise an extra £30bn a year, docs 
it really want to spend it on the basic state 

^^Obvkmsly not. The spread of wealth and 
income among pensioners these days 
broadly minors the spread elsewhere in soci- 
ety. There are weH-off pensioners, for whom 
this change would make little difference, 
badly off pensioners, for whom it would 
make some difference, and poverty-stricken 
pensioners, for whom it would make a size- 
able difference. 

It is impossible to escape the conclusion 
that the way to tackle the pensions problem 
is not through pay-as-you-go state arrange- 
ments, but through the introduction of some 
form of compulsion in the savings market 
Plainly the benefits of any compulsory 
funded arrangements are going to lake time 
to feed through to the pensioner's pocket 

In the meantime the Government needs 
to find ways of targeting state benefit at less 
well-off pensioners. Raising the basic state 
pension for all beyond the rate of inflation 
is not a sensible use of government money. 
And to tell the truth, the poor civil servant 
instructed to draw up this particular policy 
option document will already know that a 
snowball in Hades would stand a better 
rhanre than this of seeing the light of day. 


US insurers to 
sue SmithKline 

for overcharging 


Sameena Ahmad 


SmithKline Beech am yester- 
f day denied that it defrauded 37 
j&ivate US health insurers who 
’Lian to sue the drugs giant for 
\up to US$15bn in damages for 
overcharging them for health 
tests. However analysts yester- 
said they expected Smith- 
te to settle out of court for 
much smaller sum. 

The lawsuit against Smifo- 
Oine's US-based clinical labo- 
atories division comes six 
non tbs after the company paid 
1325m in an out-of-court set- 
lement with the US govern- 
nent insurers Medicare and 
Medicaid for overcharging. The 
nivate insurance companies 
ire suing SmithKline under the 
lacketeer Influenced and Cor- 
upt Organisations Act. Under 
his act, they are accusing 
SmithKline of corruption and a 
Jeliberate intention to defraud. 
k . A spokesman for SmithKline 
Ifaid: “We rigorously deny that 
fve intended to defraud any in- 
surance company. We think 
che claims in this suit are gross- 
ly exaggerated and the legal 
[bases for recovery are highly 
(questionable.” 


The insurance companies 
are riding in on the coat-tails of 
the US government case which 
proved that between 1989 and 
1995, SmithKline'sdimcal labs 
division engaged in questionable 
practices such as billing for un- 
necessary and expensive med- 
ical tests and altering c laim 
forms. Such accusations have 
been brought against a number 
of laboratory companies oper- 
ating in the US. 

However, unlike the govern- 
ment lawsuit, which never al- 
leged corruption or fraud, the 
current crop of suers are alleg- 
ing much dirtier practices, in- 
cluding collusion between 
doctors and the laboratories to 
maximise insurance claims. 

The SmithKline spokesman 
yesterday admitted there had 
been problems of overcharging, 
but never a question of intent 
to defraud. “A lot of this is about 
understanding the rules of the 
US healthcare system. The 
claim forms were incredibly 
complex. At that time doctors 
were asking us to process a lot 
of tests. We carried them out be- 
cause the doctors asked us to. 
That is not fraud." 

SmithKline emphasised that 


since the Medicare case, its 
practices had changed: ‘There 
is new management in clinical 
labs, all our practices and claim 
forms have Been improved. We 
are working closely with people 
so as not to fall foul again.” 

Analysts dismissed the issue 
as a storm in a teacup. Mark 
Brewer at Hoare Gove it said: 
“It’s overblown. The only sur- 
prising thing about this is the 
number of companies suing. SB 
said last year that it expected 
more litigation after Medic- 
aid.” Mr Brewer said the com- 
pany, which announced a 
5400m provision to cover lilt 
gallon at dinical labs, would set- 
tle out of court, probably for 
$130m-$140m, the amount of 
the provision remaining after 
the US government settlement 
plus a future tax rebate. 

“These insurance companies 
will find it veiy difficult to prove 
in court both that SB was intent 
on defrauding them and was a 
corrupt organisation. SB has 
made it dear that it has this pool 
of money that is fair and rea- 
sonable. If these companies 
don’t want to cake it, they could 
face protracted litigation and lose 
everything," said Mr Brewer. 


Forget the MBA. All you 
need is common sense 


ft, 


4 


J Tt has become fashionable of 
X I late for business people to 
wuLqiiip that the latest man- 
Vagement fed is anti-feddism. 
After years of suffering total 
quality, customer service, busi- 
ness process re-engineering and 
the rest, they seem to be re- 
lieved by the thought that none 
of this stuff really works and that 
they can therefore call off the 
hunt for the Holy Grail. 

But that, of course, is to mis- 
read the signals. The point is not 
that re-engineering or quality is 
total nonsense; it is just that nei- 
ther can solve a company’s 
problems in isolation. Just as 
managers should not adhere 
rigidly to the texts devoted to 
each idea, so they should not 
dismiss them out of hand. 

After all, much of the content 
in these theories is based in solid 
common sense. Of course a 
manufacturer should make 
good-quality goods rather than 
shoddy ones. Of course busi- 
nesses need to not just satisfy 
but delight their customers. Of 
course they need to constantly 
re -evaluate how they do things 
as the prophets of re-engineer- 
ing insist. Where they typically 
go wrong is in putting all their 
energies into, first, one idea and 
then another and so on. 

Smarter companies that are 
not particularly associated with 
any one of these ideas do not 
ignore them altogether, but 
pick and choose from them 
what they feel b appropriate. As 
an executive with one such or- 
ganisation said recently. T think 
we've tried just about everything 
over the years.” 

In recent years, various gurus 
have tried to explain why these 
businesses seem to have more 
staying power than those that 
appear to be forever chasing 
rainbows. And most have come 
to the conclusion that it is all 


about vision and sense of pur- 
pose. But, while this may be true, 
a new book suggests it may be 
due to something far less com- 
plex: making the right choices. 

Quinn Spitzer and Ron 
Evans, authors of Heads You 
Win (to be published by Simon 
& Schuster at f 15.99 on 9 Sep- 
tember), reckon that if you 
strip away all the complica- 
tions created by management 
fads and their proponents, busi- 
ness comes dawn to four criti- 
cal thinking skills: the ability to 
solve problems, to make detri- 
tions, to anticipate future trench 
and opportunities and to sort 
through complexity. 

Pointing out that the 
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founders of some of the most 
successful businesses of the 
century - for example, Dave 
Packard of computer company 
Hewlett-Packard, Akio Morita 
of electronics company Sony 
and Sam Walton of Wal-Mart - 
never received an MBA, they 
argue that this supports their 
contention that there is some- 
thing “more fundamental at 
the cone of organisational suc- 
cess than the theories found in 
business schools, management 
books and consulting reports". 
These executives, they add, 
were “not just people of action, 
but people of thought- critical 
thought”. And it can be con- 
cluded that the critical t hinking 
they brought to their businesses 
was more effective than that of 
their counterparts elsewhere. 

Of the numerous examples 
that pepper this book, one of the 
most compelling is the story of 
how the US motor manufac- 
turer, Chrysler, dealt with a 


problem in the sun visors of its 
popular Jeep Cherokee model 

Finding that the padded 
visors had started splitting soon 
after delivery, the company's 
product engineers resolved to 
re-engineer the whole sun visor, 
until company president Robert 
Lutz intervened. Under his 
questioning, the engineers re- 
alised the defect was a rpcent 
problem and perhaps had a sim- 
pler solution than an overhaul 
that would have meant the de- 
fect continued while the process 
was completed. Inquiries of 
the supplier produced the in- 
formation that the problem 
was simply a result of wear on 
the tool doing the stitching: fix 
that and you fix the problem. 

The authors, consultants with 
Kepner-Tregoe, a firm special- 
ising fa this area, recall how 
British Airways under Sir Col- 
in Marshall emerged from the 
financial crisis created by the 
Gulf Whr. While many got stuck 
in a downward spiral of cutting 
costs to respond to fresh threats, 
BA forced key executives to ex- 
amine opportunities at a time 
of disaster. The result was the 
spectacular marketing cam- 
paign billed as “The World’s 
Biggest Offer” - essentially a 
seats give-away that apparently 
catapulted the company into 
better financial shape than it 
had been before the war. 

This is a lot more inspiring 
than ploughing through the 
pages of data and difficult-to- 
fathom graphs that characterise 
many management books. But 
in the end. the authors risk let- 
ting themselves down by foiling 
into the trap that their organi- 
sation, too, has names for these 
basic concepts and if the reader 
would just sign up he or she 
could join the pantheon. 

Roger Trapp 



John McGuckian: Bought 4 million shares for more than £8m Photograph: PACEMAKER 

Ulster TV directors buy 
£9m shares to thwart bid 


Cathy Newman 


Ulster Television’s directors 
yesterday moved to stave off a 
possible hostile bid from Scot- 
tish Media by spending more 
than £9m buying just over 8 per 
cent of the company’s shares. 

Ulster also announced it was 
considering returning the ma- 
jority of its £12m cash pile to 
investors through a share buy- 
back. However Scottish Media 
retaliated by stepping up the 
pressure on Ulster and in- 
creasing its stake in the group 
to 18 2 per cent from just un- 
der 15 per cent. 

Ulster held a board meeting 
on Wednesday, where the di- 
rectors decided to bring forward 
the announcement of the com- 
pany's interim results in the 


light of Scottish Media's raid on 
its shares last week, when it pur- 
chased of 13.1 per cent of Ul- 
ster. It is thought the directors 
decided to buy more shares be- 
cause they feared Scottish would 
look to increase its stake further. 
John McGuckian, Ulster's 
chairman, was the biggest buy- 
er, pur chasing 4 milli on shares 
at a cost of more than £8m. 

Under Takeover Panel rules, 
Scottish was prevented from 
buying further shares for seven 
days after last week's dawn raid. 
That time limit expired yester- 
day, and Scottish took the 
chance to increase its share- 
holding. Scottish refused to rule 
out the possibility of a full bid. 

One analyst said: “It’s a lit- 
tle bit of madto posturing, but 
ultimately they could buy back 


the whole company. Scottish has 
certainly had a slap in the face 
on this one." 

There was intense peculation 
last night about how foe direc- 
tors were financing foe pur- 
chases. One analyst said foe 
cash repayment arising from a 
share buy-back could be used to 
cover interest costs incurred by 
foe directors if they bad bor- 
rowed money to buy foe shares. 

However, Desmond Smyth, 
Ulster’s managing director, said 
there was no link between foe 
buy-back and the directors' 
share purchases. The directors 
collectively now own 10.6 per 
cent of foe company. 

Ulster announced a 22 per 
cent decline in pre-tax profits to 
£3. 64m for foe half year to 
June. 


IN BRIEF 


Bundesbank leaves rates unchanged 

Germany’s powerful Bundesbank held its interest rates unchanged 
yesterday, but made dear to financial markets it was ready for 
action and could pull the interest rate trigger at any time. Meet- 
ing for foe first time after a four-week summer break, foe cen- 
tral bank's council kept the discount and Lombard interest rates 
unchanged at 2250 percent and 4.50 percent respectively. 

But foe bank made no comment on the level of its main mon- 
ey market interest rate, foe securities repurchase rate or repo, 
saying merely that it would announce conditions for its next mon- 
ey market operations on TUesday. Analysts said the bank's mes- 
sage underlined foe one sent by foe central bank sent to markets 
four weeks ago - as foe mark dropped heavily against a robust 
dollar - that five years of easier monetary policy could now be 
drawing to a dose. 

HSBC pours scorn on Saracen Value 

HSBC Britain’s biggest company, poured scorn on Saracen Value 
Trust, which it is attempting to (fate over. The banking group dis- 
missed Saracen’sperfonnance figures because it had fafled to make 
any adjustment to the value of its holding in computer group Azlan, 
the shares of which were suspended in June. Saracen has a 3.2 
per cent bolding in Azlan and is still valuing it at the 555p sus- 
pension price. Saracen defended its decision not to write down 
the Azlan holding, saying it had been taken in consultation with 
its auditors Arthur Andersen. 

ABN Amro first-half profits up 

Dutch bank ABN Amro, which owns foe London stockbroker 
Hoare Govett, announced a 20 per cent increase in first-half net 
profits, although foe figure of G2.04bn was at foe lower end of 
analysts expectations. Profits were held back by operating expenses 
which soared 50.6 per cent. ABN said features of foe interim re- 
sults were foe increase in the strength of foe dollar against the 
guilder, the disposal of foe merchant bank MeesPierson. and the 
acuqisition of the Standard Federal Bancorp and foe Chicago Cor- 
poration of foe US. 

Inchcape director to leave 

Inchape’s director of strategic development, Andrew Cummins, 
is to leave at foe end of foe year. Chief executive Philip Cushing 
said Mr Cummins had played a “significant role in developing 
and implementing strategy to focus on fewer, larger businesses 
in the area of international distribution." Mr Cummins, who joined 
the board in 1992, will not be replaced at board leveL 

Capital Corp to face industrial tribunal 

Des Pereira, foe former company secretary and head of finance 
at Capital Corporation, is taking foe casinos group to an indus- 
trial tribunal because he believes he was unfairly dismissed. The 
move foDows foe issue of a writ against Mr Pereira and twoorher 
former employees for allegedly conspiring to “injure foe com- 
pany” . The writ claims foe three brought the company and its 
management into disrepute: hampered foe company in foe pre- 
sentation of its business and encouraged 11 other employees to 
wrongfully terminate their contracts in April The Gaming Board, 
which regulates the casinos industry, is investigating the company's 
affairs. 


IT V asks for more time to discuss licence fees 


Cathy Newman 


The ITV companies have writ- 
ten to the Independent Televi- 
sion Commission requesting 
more time to consider the 
watchdog's proposals about li- 
cence renewal according to in- 
dustry sources. 

Leslie Hill chairman of the 
ITV Association, the indepen- 
dent television industry’s sov- 


ereign body, sent a letter to Sir 
Robin Biggam, chairman of 
foe ITC, asking for .another 
month to consider foe ITC’s 
document on licence renewaL 

Privately ITV executives are 
believed to have criticised foe 
document for its turgid prose, 
with some saying it offered fur- 
ther evidence of foe ITC's fail-, 
ure to move with foe times. 

The ITC had originally asked 


for a response from foe indus- 
try by the end of September, but 
foe ITV companies are lobby- 
ing for a delay as foe issues con- 
cerned are important and 
complex In addition, discussion 
of foe proposals has been ham- 
pered by the absence of key ITV 
and ITC executives on holiday. 

The document proposed a 
change to foe way ui which li- 
cence fees were previously cal- 


culated, which had led to wild 
discrepancies in foe amount 
paid tty different companies. 

Instead of basing payments 
on a cash bid figure, foe ITC 
suggested that 75 per cent of fu- 
ture licence fees should be 
linked to advertising revenue. 

As a result, some Qty analysts 
calculated that United News & 
Media, which owns three ITV 
licences, stood fo gain £20m an- 


nually from 1999 if it reoewet 
foe three ITV licences it ownec 
as early as possible. 

City analysts have expressec 
concern that foe ITC said i 
would take into account pro 
gramme sales in foe UK ant 
overseas when drawing up a val 
ue for each licence. Some havt 
argued this would discourage 
broadcasters from expanding 
their programming resources. 
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The RBS Advanta Card 


Notice to Cardholders of 
Interest Change 


Due to the change in Base Rate 
from 6.75% to 7.00% your RBS 
Advanta Card interst rate for 
Purchases and Cash Advances 
will- be amended accordingly 
from the first day of next month. 
Your interest rate margin over 


Base Rate remains, constant. 
Condition 5 of your RBS 
Advanta Card Conditions of Use 
is varied accordingly. If you have 
any questions about this change, 
please call our Customer Service 
Centre on: 

MNsaggi 

(Calls charged at local rate) 

RBS ADVANTA 

Registered in Scotland No. 157256- Registered Office; 42 St. Andrew Square. Edinburgh EH2 
RBS Advanta to a joint venture company owned by The Royal Bank of Scotland pic and Advanta Corporation 










'- 1 V -*- 






22 


irpmAVgg AUGUST 3997 » THE INDEPENDENT 


business 


Halifax in same league as Lloyds 


T he statistics surrounding the 
flotation of Halifax make im- 
pressive reading. It was the 
biggest expansion of share ownership, 
50 million letters were mailed out dur- 
ing the conversion process, and it has 
the largest single-company PEP with 
283,000 customers. 

Against that backdrop, a 9 per cent 
rise in first-half profits to £802m and 
no interim dividend might be seen as 
a bit of an anti-climax. 

As Jon Feu Ids. the chairman, points 
out however, the first half was a truly 
exceptional period and the headline fig- 
ures are a bit of an irrelevance. Not only 
did the period include the conversion 
and flotation, it also closely followed 
the acquisition of Clerical & Medical, 
the first of probably several attempts 
to diversify away from Halifax' s tradi- 
tional building society borrowing and 
lending business. 

For the record, earnings per share 
rose 8.2 per cent to 21Jp and total as- 
sets increased by 6.8 per cent to 
£123bn. The shares, which have done 
precious little since flotation in June, 
closed 8.5p lower at 727 Sp. 

The small prim makes interesting 
reading, though, especially the details 
of Halifax's return on equity. On the 
face of it, the new bank made 14.6 per 
cent on its capital in the first half; strip 
out the £3-5bn of surplus capital look- 
ing for a home and the underlying re- 
turn was a more exciting 27 per cent. 

That puts Halifax in the same league 
as Lloyds TSB, its most obvious rival, 
but still way shy of the 40 per cent that 
bank achieved in the first six months 
of the year. Halifax's aim of becoming 
Britain's leading supplier of personal 
financial services will hinge on how well 
it spends its idle capital and whether 
it can narrow the gap with the indus- 
try's benchmark company. 

Mike Blackburn, its chief executive, 
spelled out a 10-year plan to bring its 
non-mortgage and savings business 
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its of £1.62bn for the full year, the 


per cent more expensive, and things 
look tough for Quarto. On top, some 
of Quarto's big hope titles, like its 
children’s fiction series, have bombed. 

Tim Steer at house broker Merrill 


shares currently trade on a prospective 
of 17. One to 


price/earnings ratio 
tuck away and forget 


A profit warning 
worth re-reading 


more fundamental problems. Even 
excluding yesterday's 28 Jp fall to 
155p, Quarto’s shares have underper- 
formed the market by 58 per cent over 
the past year. 

Quarto makes its money by pro- 


Lynch has sharply downgraded full- 
s from 


year forecasts from £7.8ra to £5 -5m. 
Though the shares are on a forward 
p/e ratio of 9 tunes, don’t touch. 


O n the surface, Quarto's profits 
warning yesterday looks for- 
givable - yet another sad case 
of currency-itis. With more than 80 per 
cent of the book publisher's revenues 
in non-sterling currencies, the rising US 
dollar against the German -mark and 
strength of sterling knocked around 
£400,000 from interim profits and will 
affect foil-year numbers. 

And even yesterday’s profits crash - 
£1 .6m to £500,000 in the six months to 
June - was, in itself, less alarming than 
it appeared. Of the 3 per cent decline 
in margin, around half was blamed on 
currency, and the rest to high er sales 
and marketing costs and unfortunate 
timing which resulted in fewer new titles 
in the period. In any case. Quarto 
makes the bulk of its profits in the last 


ire-selling at fixed prices. While 
Quarto makes tmy margins on the first 
round of publishing - print and pro- 
duction costs wipe out profit - where 
it has done well is the reprint market 
- half the group’s revenues. 


Maid’s grandiose 
plan may pay off 


Reprints are cheap to produce and 
: the original cover 


quarter of the year. mg 

But a closer look suggests there are of c 


if Quarto can raise 
price, it can make a decent margin, 
typically 30 per cent gross. 

The trick, though, is getting new 
book titles on to the shelves in the first 
place. In the US, over half of Quarto’s 
total market, that has been the prob- 
lem. There, the most important out- 
let for Quarto’s books - how to paint, 
how to cook and gardening glossies - 
are discount book retailers. Fierce com- 
petition in that market has meant an 
oversupply of titles, with many being 
retumeo to publishers. 

On the Continent prices of books in 
depressed economies such as France 
and Germany have slumped, squeez- 
Quarto's margins. Add the pressure 
currency, which has made books 30 


S ince floating his o nlin e informa- 
tion company three years ago, 
Dan Wagner, the colourful chief 
executive of Maid, has given investors 
a roller-coaster ride. 

Unfortunately, the spills have far out- 
weighed. the thrills along the way. 
Shares in Maid have underperformed 


the stock market by 36 per cent over 
In February, Mr 


Quarto: At a glance 


Market value; £29m, share price 155p (-285p) 


up to 50 per cent of the total As it con- 
tributes only 2! 


; only 25 per cent currently, that 
will involve some large acquisitions by 
its life assurance, pensions and general 
insurance businesses. Unfortunately it's 
hard to hide a £3.5bn war chest and 
everyone has seen Halifax coming, dri- 
ving prices in the sector sky-high. 

The other restraint on the share price 
will be a sense of wait and see about 
the management ability of its senior ex- 
ecutives, which was apparently justified 
by a spate of lax lending last year in the 
unsecured loans book. 

That said, long-term investors can 
hardly go wrong with Halifax. It is a 
leading player, with an enormously 
sLrong brand name, in a fast-growing 
industry and it has the balance sheet 
strength to take advantage of the sec- 
tor’s consolidation. 

On the basis of forecast pre-tax prof- 


Five-year record 

1994 

1995 

Fid year 

1996 

1996 1997 

Had year 

- Turnover {£mj 

57*9 

. 665 

80J 

t 

• 30.9 ■’ ’ 

32.6 - 

Pre-tax profits (£m) 

628 

7.01 

7.81 

1.58 

0.52 

Earnings per store (p) 

20.8 

24.8 -. 

265 

A2 

■,0.1- 

Dividends per store (p) 

725 

. 8.00 ' 

: 8.00 

2.2 

22 


Sales breakdown 


USA 

56% 


Continental 
Europe 
1 15%- 


^ 13Tb-| 



Australia 

10 % 


Share price pence 

340 



92* S3 '94 . 95 96 97 


the past 12 months. 

Wagner was forced to issue a reassur- 
ing statement to try to arrest the de- 
cline in the company’s share price. 

Press speculation forced Maid into 
releasing a statement of an altogether 
different sort yesterday - that it is in 
discussions about a bid for Knight- 
Ridder Information, an online infor- 
mation provider. 

The news is in keeping with Mr Wag- 
ner’s partiality for the grandiose. Part 
of the US newspaper publishing giant 
Knight-Ridder, KR Information is four 
times the size of Maid in sales terms, 
reporting revenues of $2S5m last year. 

So would this be a good deal? Maid 
could stretch to a price tag of between 
£250m and £350m, around 1.5 to two 
times sales. Mr Wagner is keen to 
reassure shareholders that he will not 
overpay, but the company will proba- 
bly breve to pay for the deal with a com- 
bination of debt and shares. 

If it comes off though the acquisition 
could improve Maid’s prospects. KR In- 
formation would give the company ac- 
cess to a large amount of content, which 
at the moment it has to bey in at a high 
price. There are also substantial syn- 
ergies between the two businesses, and 
acquiring KR Information would give 
Maid a greater global presence than it 
has achieved alone. 

Though the market was jittery about 
the size of this potential deal, mark- 
ing Maid’s shares 2p lower to 235p, an- 
alysts are already muttering about 
upgrading profit forecasts. 

House broker ABN Amro Hoare 
Govett puts the company on a p/e mul- 
tiple of 14.4 times for 1998. That com- 
pares with around 26 times for the 
media sector generally. If this deal 
comes off and the price is right, in- 
vestors could see Maid’s rating im- 
prove. A buy for the brave. 


Rescuer bales 
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Jon Moymhan, the man who 
has turned PA Consulting 
around over the past five 
years, has unexpectedly re- 
signed after a row with the 
firm’s majority owners over 
how it should be run. 


People & Business 


Mr Moynihan, 49, is widely 
credited with rescuine the 54- 


: rescuing tne 
year-old consultancy from a 
slow bureaucratic death by 
slimming it down and getting 
it to focus on its strengths. 
Yesterday the firm said his .. 
departure “was precipitated 
by problems in PA's discus- 
sions with the Butten Trust 
(the firm’s majority share- 
holder) about reforming and 
modernising PAIs governance 
structure - changes to which 
he was personalty committed, 
in the long-term interests of 
PAT. 

Mr Moynihan, noted for 
his self-confidence and direct 
manner, said: “Though I was 
not planning to leave at this 
time, I know that the firm is 
currently very highly rated in 
the marketplace and that 
there is a broad base of 
ability which will ensure con- 
tinued success for PA." 

It is understood that Mr 
Moynihan was unhappy with 
the way the Butten Trust, set 
up by PA’s founder Ernest 
Butten, allowed former mem- 
bers of staff a big say in the 
r unning of PA and appor- 
tioned them a sizeable slice of 
its profits. 

Mr Moynihan does not 
have any immediate plans, 
other than to help PA find a 
successor. The firm is talking 
to a head-hunters, and wants 
to interview external as well 
as internal candidates. 

Just as Andersen Consult- 
ing has found itself in the 
news over its inability to 
agree on a new senior partner 
tms year, so PA looks in need 
of good advice on how to 
manage itself 
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Jon Moynihan: Leaving PA Consulting after a ww wjr jw 
it should be run Photograph Jydde Nielsen 


A spokesman emphatically 
denies that Mr Cummins was 
asked to go. “WeVegone 
through quite a lot of 
changes, and we are concen- 
trating on larger businesses. 
He felt it was time for him to 
do his own thing." So wifi Mr 
Cummins get a pay-off? 

“None whatsoever. It was 
his decision to go." 


Group, a distributor of t 
pipelines to industry, while 
rim year he became chairman 
of Celsis International, a ; 
Cambridge-based hi-tech 
company. 

Jade's first real business job 
was back in 1982 when he 
headed up Lucas Ingredients, 
a company which put the 
bread crumbs on food. 



Here's another surprise resig- 
nation - Andrew Cummins 
has stepped down as director 
of strategy at Inchcape, the 
motor dealing combine, “in 
order to pursue some more 
personal business interests". 

Mr Cummins has been on 
the Inchcape board for five 
years and now wants to take 
time to think about his future, 
the company says. 


And here’s another one! It 
must be the beat. Jack 
RowelTs surprise resignation 
as manager of the England 
rugby union team this week 
may have dismayed or de- 
lighted rugby fens, according 
to taste. But it certainly 
leaves the former chairman of 
Dalgety time to devote to his 
business interests. 

It is these very interests 
that Big Jack's opponents in 
the rugby establishment have 
attacked him for, accusing 
him of being a mere part-time 
manager. 

But I suspect the 6 foot six 
former second row, who 
coached Bath to an unprece- 
dented nine Pilkington cup 
titles, wQl be laughing all the 
way to the bank. His highest- 
proffle business job was prob- 
ably at Dalgety, where be was 
managing director of Golden 
Wonder crisps. He left three 
years ago to concentrate 
more on rugby, ironically 
enough, and Dalgety then 
sold the division in a manage- 
ment buyout. 

Last year he was made a di- 
rector of Oliver Ashworth ’’ 


There’s a pun in there somqJr- 
an^br/ 


where but I'm far too hot 
bothered to make it 
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Yes, its another one. David 
dementi has resigned his 
□on-executive directorship at 
Thames Water. This, was . 
entirety to be expected, how- 
ever, since the former boss of 
Dresdner Kleinwon Benson 
has to concentrate on his new 
job as deputy governor of the 
Bank of England. 

Thames Water's chairman. 
Sir Robert Clarke, expressed 
his “warmest congratulations" 
yesterday on Mr dementi’s 
appointment to Threadneedle 
Street, and said he realised 
the latter would have to leave 
the board. 
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And finally, Rugby Group 
appointed Philip Bruce as 
chief executive of Rugby 
Cement, its UK cement busi- 
ness. : 

He will succeed David . 
McAteer, who is due to retire 
in 18 months after a career in 
cement stretching back to a 
time when The Beatles were 
an exciting new pop combo. 
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IN BRIEF 


Boosey & Hawkes faces break-up bid 


Boosey & Hawkes, the music publisher, faces being broken up 
following a bid for its biggest shareholder, Carl Fischer, the pri- 
vate US music group. B&H, 45 3 percent owned by Fischer, con- 
firmed yesterday Fischer was still in talks to sell itself, a move 
which would trigger a foil bid for B&H under UK takeover rules. 
Observers said a number of major entertainment companies were 
eager to buy B&H, which owns the copyright to music from com- 
posers such as Rachmaninov and Elgar. Potentially interested bid- 
ders include Bertelsmann, Steinway and Yamaha. B&H is 
thought to be interested in buying Cad Fischer should no other 
bidders come forward, which could involve setting up a separate 
company and issuing equity. 


Maid in talks with Knight-Ridder 
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Maid, the online information company, said yesterday it was in 
talks to buy Knight-Ridder Information, a US business information 
provider which is four times its size in terms of revenues. Ana- 
lysts said yesterday Maid was likely to pay between £25 Om and 
£35 0m. Michael Mander, Maid’s chairman, said be was fairiy con- 
fident the deal would take place, and the two companies were 
viewing it “phflosophicalty’’ as a merger. Mr Mander said the pur- 
chase would be funded “more by debt than equity”, and although 
a rights issue was unlikely, equity could be raised through a share 
placing. He indicated that Maid's Profound database could be 
subsumed by KR Information’s Dialog product, which has de- 
veloped a strong world-wide brand. Shares in Maid, which has a 
market value of around £220m, dosed down 2p at 235p. KR In- 
formation had revenues of S285m last year. The deal is likely to 
be concluded within weeks, MAID said. 


Agencies ‘neglect 
small companies’ 
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Chris Godsmvk 

Business Correspondent 


Slater fund boosts Johnson Fry 


Funds under management at Johnson Fry grew 51 per cent in 
the first half of the year, boosted by a unit trust fund run by Mark 
Slater, the 27-year-old son of former financier Jim Slater. The 
Johnson Fry Stater Growth Fund is attracting £2m a week in new 
money and has mushroomed in 15 months from £500,000 to£S8m. 
Small investors continue to pile into the fund, despite the fact 
that its exposure to small companies means it has lost pole po- 
sition in the growth sector. It came 11th out of 160 growth funds 
in the year to July, having been number one a month earlier. Fund 
management profits at Johnson Fry grew from £993,000 to £ 1.76m 
but group profits slumped to £800.000 from £1.5m. 


Ransomes shares surge on bid approach 


Ransom es. the lawn mowers and industrial vehicles maker, has 
received a bid approach which could lead to an offer being made 
at “a significant premium to the current ordinary share price”. 
Ransomes shares surged 22p to 51p on the news, valuing the group 
at £70.5m. The group, which in March stunned investors with a 
profits warning revealed news of the approach after a steep re- 
cent increase in its share price. Talks are at an early stage. 


Rolls-Royce to make engines for Russia 


Rolls-Royce has secured its first firm order for Russian Tupolev 
airliners powered by the UK group's RB21 1 jet engines- KrasAir, 
one of Russia's largest carriers, confirmed at the Moscow airshow 
that it was to buy 1 0 of the twin-engined planes, with delivery of 
the first aircraft due in October. The Tupolev is the first Russ- 
ian airliner to fly with western engines. 
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Regional development agen- 
cies across the UK should be 
drastically reformed to give a 
much bigger say to smaller 
companies, according to a study 
from the British Chambers of 
Commerce (BCC). 

The report to be submitted to 
the Government as part of its re- 
view of the development agen- 
cies, argues there is a widespread 
lackofocKHdinaiion between dif- 
ferent bodies, with too little co- 
ordination in the regions. 

The BCC is proposing a net- 
work of regional economic part- 
nerships, which would include 
locally based representatives 
from organisations such as the 
Confederation of British In- 
dustry. the Training and Enter- 
prise Council and trade unions. 


These regional developi 
agencies and regional diamt 
would compile an econor 
plan, aimed at helping small and 
medium-sized firms as well as 
the large businesses which tra- 
ditionally attract most aid. They 
would replace a proliferation of 
agencies and quangos set up by 
the previous Conservative gov- 
ernments, which the BCC crit- 
icised for lacking co-ordination. 

Sir Desmond Pitcher, presi- 
dent of the North West Cham- 
bers of Commerce and 
chairman of United Utilities, 
said: ‘The real growth should 
come from small and medium 
sized businesses.” 

Sir Desmond declined to 
elaborate on controversy oyer 
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his role at United Utilities. 
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to say whether he had agreed i 
shareholders’ demands that he 
lake early retirement. 
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Barclays 
plays down 
dispute 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 


Barclays attempted to play 
down the commencement of 
limited industrial action bvju&l 
over 10 per cent of iis staff yes- 
terday, saying there would be no 
disruption from the proposed 
work to rule and a limited over- 
time ban. 

Around 7,000 workers out of 
0 group total of 60,000 voted in 
favour of industrial action with- 
out going as far as strike action. 
At issue is a new pay and grad- 
ing structure introduced on 1 
July which replaced the previ- 
ous system of across the hreirH 


ous system of across the board 
pay increases with a new regime 
of performance and market re- 
lated pay rises. 

According to Barclays' two 
unions, Unifu and Bifo, the new 
tystem will amount to a pay 
freeze for many staff. A bank 
spokesman disputed that, say- 
ing all staff would get a pay rise 
next year and arguing that the 
proposed changes could end up 
costing the group more. 

The spokesman said the 
group would not return to the 
negotiating table. Barclays 
claims to have undergone five 


months of negotiations before 
the new deal. 
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BICC plans 
cable joint 
venture 
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BICC is attempting to rescue its 
troubled German cable opera- 
tions by forming a 50:50 joint 
venture with NKF, the Dutchj 
cable group. The merger ofbotlr 
companies' energy and metal- 
lic telephone cables businesses 
in Germany will involve 600 job 
losses, half the combined work- 
force, and will cost BICC£15m. 

Analysis said the move would 
improve efficiency and reduce 
costs in the highty competitive 
German cables market. BICC 
and NKF have been suffering 
from felling prices and overca- 
pacity in Germany. Relief that 
BICC was taking action boosted 
the group’s share price by 8p to 
177.5p. However, some analysts 
were disappointed the company 
had not struck a deal with a big- 
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^r, more pan- European player. 

his should help 


One said: *This 
ease the pain in Germany, but 
it does not go far enough.” 

BICC reported a near halving 
of cables profits in Europe 
when it published its interim re- 
sults last week. Then, the group 
announced another 350 job 
losses at its Italian operations* 
BICC has cut its German work- 
force to 700 from more than 
2,000 over the past two yeais. 
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Bid hopes work their magic on headless WH Smith 


WH Smith is without a chief 
executive and threatened by 
takeover action. Stories nim- 
ble around the stock market 
that a break-up bid is being 
or a group, such as 
1 -tv?’ 18 contem plating a bid. 

The shares were bumping 
afong at a 333.5p year's low laa 
nionth, reflecting the surprise 
of chief executive 
*>ill Cock burn and worries 
about year's profits, due next 
week. 

Since then the hopes of bid 
ac hpn have worked their magic 
ana the shares have strength- 
fSf? gaining a future 10p to 
'n brisk trading yester- 
day. They are, however, stfll a 
long way from the 53 lp 
achieved a year ago when the 
market was pinning its hopes 
on a Cockburn-led revival. 
Lnairman Jeremy Hardin is 
running the retailing group 
until a new chief executive is 
appointed, probably next 
month. J 


Last year Smith posted a 
f 194.7m loss; a profit nudging 
flOOm could be reported next 
week. 

The rest of the market was 
caught in two minds. Footsie 
initially showed a desire to re- 
turn above 5,000 points. When 
New York displayed no incli- 
nation during early trading to 
continue its come-back, blue 
chips lost much of their en- 
thusiasm and the index dosed 
with an unconvincing gam of 
19.6 points at 4,978. 

BT made a significant con- 
tribution towards keeping 
Foosie in positive territory. It 
headed the blue chip leader 
board with a 29p gain to 
4115p. Indications that the cost 
of the controveisial takeover of 
MCI could be reduced 
prompted the surge, reflecting 
the exposed positions of an 
army of arbitrageurs. 

They have been 

powerfully in BTand MCI 

were caucht on the hon when 
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DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


MCI’s shock profit warning 
threatened the massive trans- 
atlantic deal. Then, in frenetic 
trading, BT shares crashed 
from more than 500p to 
around 420p before drifting 
more sedately to nearer 380p. 

Many arbs are thought to be 
short of BT and long of MC7. 
There is talk that exposure on 
both sides of the Atlantic totals 
more than SlObn. 

Positions have been taken on 
the theory BT shares would fall 
and MCI, not surprisingly 
weak in New York on the ar- 
bitrage situation, would ad- 
vance. The new round of talks 
cast doubt on such predic- 
tions and produced a frantic 

swamhlp tn rpu»rci> nnrnu. 


ered positions as traders felt 
they could no longer be sure of 
the merger terms. 

Large investment bouses on 
both sides of the Atlantic were 
aid to have incurred book 
losses of around $lbn as their 
attempts to change their ex- 
posure squeezed BT higher 
with Seaq putting volume in 
the underlying BT shares at 
nearly 70 million. 

Professor Littiechild's 
change of mind continued to 
generate excitement among 
power shares. National Power 
put on 7p to 546 Jp and Pow- 
erf*en 13 p to 774.5p. British 
Energy, with Morgan Stanley 
saying buy, rose 4p to I70Jp. 
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. enjoyed the high street 
>m and Ladbrobe cantered 
9p to 26CL5p on talk the US 
Hilton Hotels Corporation 
was buying 

Vaux was actively traded 
with some wondering whether 
the brewer and hotelier could 
be set for corporate action. In 
a flat drinks sector the shares 
frothed 4 Jp higher to 304 Jp, 
highest for two years. Grana- 
da rose 9p to 814~5p on 
favourable Dnesdner Klein- 
wort Benson comments. 

Vi tec, the broadcast and 
photographic equipment 
maker once called vinten, 
jumped 27.5p to 605p as Mer- 
rill Lynch suggested a 700p tar- 
get The company is one of the 
smal ler constituents of the 
FTSE 2S0 index and conJd be 
in danger of being squeezed 
out in next month's review. 

Save, the petrol retailer, 
rose lOp to 70p as the proposed 
Shell acquisition of the Gulf 

ni>hiinHr rtf notml etatinne 


was scot as Ekely to take some 

of the intense comfjetrtwe 
pressures out of tbe^maricet. 
^ Ulster TV jumped 3&5p to 
237.5p as Scottish Media cop- 
tinned to threaten, lifting^ 

Mke to m per cent; UW=r 



to their interests. 

The deals were coupteted ai 
21 Op. The company is con- 
sidering a share ouy-back or 
special dividend. 

A possible bid for Ran- 

somes, the lawn mower maker, 

heed the shares 22p to 5 Ip an a 
music group Boosey & Hawses 
indicated its biggest share- 
holder was still in talks to sell 
its stake but there was as yet 
no due about any bid terms; 
the shares fell 62jp to l,000p- 
Quarto, a US publisher, 
tumbled 28J5p to 156p foDow- 
ing a profit warning. 

Wedderbom, a property 
group, continued its oD build- 
tip, buying a company with in-' 
terests in Kazakstan. 


Taking Stock 


PI A 10 per cent stake m 

Campbell & Armstrong, a 
loss-making specialist shop- 
fjftw, appears to have 
cluff ^ed hands. Almost cer- 
tainly the shares were sold by 
Pilot Investment Iknst Iden- 
tity of the buyer remains a 
mystery although there is 
talk it could be a company 
called SAS Catering. C&A, 

which came back from the 
dead following a restructur- 
ing last year; settled a long- 
nmning patent dispute with 
rivals Havelock Europs last 
month. C&A shares rose tk5p 
to Sip, the price at which the 
stake was sold. 

□ Serit a struggling security 
printer, rose 0.75p to L75p as 
persistent buyer John 
Gulliver acquired more 
shares, lifting his stake, held 
with a company called Warm 
TOJcome Management, to 
17.44 per cent There was no 
response from Serif. 
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YORK EBOR MEETING: A hair-raising ride in the Nunthorpe Stakes but might and mane help Darley to shares the spoils 

=- No feigning the 

tension after 
Bluff’s late run 


YORK EBOR MEETiN 

Greaves in 
a feminine 

conquest 


ft 


RICHARD EDMQNDSOm 

Martians did not land in the 

* Shergar was not in the 
field but otherwise everythiue 
ebe incredible happened in the 
Nunthorpe Stakes. 
vJost under 60 seconds of 
high Knavesmire theatre cul- 
minated in a dead-heat be- 
tween Coastal Bluff, who ran 
almost the entire journey with- 
out the navigational aid of a bit 
in his mouLh, and Ya Malak, 
whose jockey, Alex Greaves, be- 
came the first woman in Europe 

to capture a Group One race. 

Tney don’t give owt away eas- 
ily in Yorkshire and following 
Les Eyre’s victory in the Ebor 
on Wednesday this was a tri- 
. umph for two yards separated 
® by 10 miles in the James Her- 
T riot landscape of Thirek. 

The two camps are hardly on 
sugar-borrowing terms, howev- 
er. Greaves made her name at 
Maimby House, the premises of 
Coastal Bluff’s trainer, David 
Barron, and also the yard where 
her mother Vai is ttie assistant 
trainer. The high point of the re- 
lationship was Amenable's 1991 
Lincoln win the low the day she 
took David Nicholls, Ya Malak s 
trainer, home for tea. Sudden- 
ly amenable did not seem ibe ap- 
propriate word. Greaves did 
not seem to think there would 
be a joint party last night. 

This was the most populated 
Nunthorpe for 30 years with 15 
numers and the realisation that 
it would also be outstandingly 
«lk dramatic came moments after 
™ the stalls crashed open. 

.. The grey monolith that is 


Coastal Bluff unwound his long 
hmos unusually swiftly but as 
Kevin Darley made bis first 
tnan.ual a c^ustoents a ring in the 
gelding s bit snapped, leaving the 
metal of his bridle swinging 
uselesly under the muzzle. Oar- 
'S 38 as out of control as 
Eddie Irvine without a steering 
wheel (or Eddie with a steering 
wheel for that matter). “The 
noise jumped very weD but I was 
frightened that he was that lit- 
tle bit keen early on." the jock- 
ey reported. “When I took hold 
cm him to take him back, some- 
thing just went. I heard some- 
thing go ping. 

“Horses came either side 
and that helped me with the 
steering and while he was bang 
in there with a chance 1 wasn't 
going to give up on him. Thank- 
fully he's got a long mane so I 

used that as best I could to keep 
my balance. 

“It was a bit scary but out 
there the adrenalin is flowing and 
my first thoughts were that he 
was still in ihe race and 1 want- 
ed to get the job done. I didn't 
get scared until afterwards." 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP:Ibfis 
(Newmarket 3 j05) 

NB: Bollin Joanne 
(Newmarket 335) 

While Darley was performing 
his delicate gymnastics at 
40mph. Greaves and Ya Malak 
crept ever closer. At the line 
York's photographic equipment 
was incapable of separating 
them, though Darley did sepa- 
rate himself from Coastal Bluff 
when it was expedient to do so. 



Greg wood witnesses the long wait 
endured in York!s winners 7 enclosure 


The official photofinish picture shows Coastal Bluff (far side) and Ya Malak sharing the spoils In yesterdayte 
Nunthorpe Stakes. Averti is third and Cyrano's Lad fourth Photograph: Racecourse Technical Services 


It made Frankie Dettori's sta- 
tic dismount look rather tame. 

Ya Malak Loo had overcome 
the fates to claim his prize. The 
gelding was so sick with colic af- 
ter his last run at Goodwood 
that his racing career, not to 
mention his life itself, was un- 
der threat. Now his name will 
go down in histoiy as the trans- 
portation for his mould-break- 
ing 29-year-old rider. “Today 1 
think I've shown that if the an- 
imal is good enough then so am 
I,” Greaves said. 

Hubby made his name as the 
partner of Soba and has exhib- 
ited in a short career that he is 
also a devil of a competitior as 
a trainer. David Nicholls is 
bald and craggy and hewn from 
the same seam as another dis- 


tinctive Yorkshire man Brian 
Glover. He will teOyoix that dur- 
ing his time in the saddle be held 
no truck with women jockeys. 
Nicholls, though, is no longer a 
riding chauvinist, presumably 
because if he was he would no 
longer get his meals cooked or 
dirty washing cleaned. 

“Ya Malak showed what a 
good horse he is today and the 
jockey did the same," be said. 
“I don’t have to tell anyone how 
good she is anymore. Everyone 
in England, Ireland and France 
can see how capable she is. 

“She's philosophical and re- 
alises there are owners and 
trainers who will never put her 
up, but that's their problem. I’m 
just glad die rides my horses be- 
cause she rides them very welL” 


GOODWOOD 
I 34fc BaxPigger, the mount of Pal 
Eddery, is likely to attract attention 
j but it is worrying that this one's 
trainer has not had a winner for al- 
most a year. In contrast, the stable 
of MR BROWNING is In top farm. 
This front-runner is admittedly in- 
i consistent but is a course and dis- 
| tance winner in August 1995 and is 
now on a lower handicap mark. 

r~ Q Q 

3.10: ELSHAMMS made a 
favourable impression when quick- 
ening dear to beat Rabat by 3 
I lengths at Newmarket. It will be' no 
■ easy task, though, to overcome the 
Henry Cod- trained Midnight Lme, 

I who won well here three weeks ago, 
and the Think winner Half-Hitch, 

| who represents the David Loder 
yard and is sure to have improved 
j for that initial outing. 



It took less than a minute for 
the 15 runners to pound down 
five furlongs of the 

Knavesmire, but almost half an 

hour before the destina tion of 
nearly £100,000 in prize mon- 
ey could be determined. Jane 
Shekels, the judge, took 24 
minutes to decide that Ya 
Malak and Coastal Bluff were 
beyond separation, and with 
each passing second, the knots 
in the stomachs of the two 
horses’ connections grew ever 
tighter. 

“At least it's stayed in York- 
shire,” someone said, and that 
was the only certainty on offer. 
Imm ediately after the race, Ya 
Malak was most people’s idea 
of the winner, but the replay 
showed just hew close it was and 
suddenly no one was counting 
their winnings. Certainly not 
Mike Gosse, the owner of Ya 
Malak, who stood in the rain in 
the winners' enclosure holding 
his umbrella with a commend- 
ably tremor-free hand. 

Stickels called for a blown- 
up print, and then another. Not 


3.40: Kafaf won unchallenged at 
Thirsk last time and seems certain 
to be weD supported in the market 
this afternoon. Dundel is no great 
shakes but hails from a yard that 
excels at picking up prizes such as 
this. SPACE RACE was only sixth 
at San down eight days ago but was 
not disgraced over that inade- 
quate seven furlongs. The Charlie 
Cyzer-trained gelding has already 
proved he stays today's trip of nine 
furlongs and an improved display 
can be expected. 


Goodwood 340 


g 

H 

L 

T 

Kate 

H 

4-1 

7-2 

7-2 

Braacantete 

4-1 

41 

7-2 

7-3 

Stecatora 

M 

92 

92 

93 

Httatei 

13-2 

11-2 

74 

13-2 

SHbaarnDteoe 

11-2 

74 

74 

74 

bwM 

132 

8-1 

9-1 

81 

Ota 

10-1 

M-l 

71 

10-1 

AlAdwr 

Mil 

10-1 

144 

M-l 

Menttnten 

M4 

12-1 

M-l 

12-1 


Odum a tyafer ream piscra L Z 3 
C-&eLH-Man>Rl-iadMei,T-ide 


so long ago, a dead-beat would 
have Been declared after the 
first print, but not any more. 
- Judges, with the latest in mod- 
ern technology to assist them, 
are determined to Cnd a win- 
ner wherever possible, even 
when everyone could see that 
a dead-heat was the fairest re- 
sult of all. 

By the time Stickels settled 
down to examine the second 
print, she was operating at al- 
most u molecular level. Yet 
still the minutes dragged past, 
as both punters and owners 
tried to calculate what was rid- 
ing on the outcome. 

*Td happily just split it with 
them now,” Gosse said, five 
mim it.es before the result final- 
ly arrived. “It’s the best result. 
What's the point in blowing it 
up and the blowing it up 
again?” It was the attitude of a 
true sportsman, but even then, 
few believed that Stickels would 
declare a dead-heat, the first in 
a Group One event since Prince 
Of Dance and Scenic crossed 
the line as one in the Dewhursl 
Stakes nine years ago. 

Even the diligent judge, how- 
ever, finally had to admit defeat, 
as the field for the next race was 
cantering to the posL Where 
there would otherwise have 
been both jubilation and bitter 
disappointment, now there was 
simply jubilation. 

Some might say that it was 
an unsatisfactory result, that 
such an important race should 
always have just one winner. 
But not if they had experienced 
the careering emotions in the 
winners’ enclosure yesterday, 
or the unbridled delight that 
the final outcome was an ho- 
nourable draw. 


f-t 
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HYPERION 

2*0 SHOOTING STAR (nap) SAO Space Race 
240 Mr Browning 445 First Dance 

3JL0 Bshamms 445 torrent (nb) 


raced since that Apri ppe-opener, Lighten Up s defiraaay one to Keep an eye on over micL 
die distances. Lonely Heart is e battle- hardened My with some lair form to her name in 
hanricaps, but she has hung badly nfjit in two of her races. Shooting Star & by Polish 
Precedent out of a clam who won the Breeden' Cup Juvenile Rites and It may be that the, 
trip wil stretch this debutante. Selec t ed: RICARDO 


9“4a[ CAFFREVS IRISH ALE HANDICAP (CLASS D) [rmpni 
£14000 added lm 4f l” 1 ***** 


GOING: Guud to Firm i Grind in places). 

STALLS: Straixhi course - •aandsskk?. round course - inside (except Im-lf - nmsrdc. 1 . 
MAW ADVANTAGE: 71 tar Wf. . - - 

■ Rajbr-tund mnw wtdi aJiarp bend* and fombenu. 

■ Rnvcvurse js S «f Chichester between A2?W and AJSS. rhiVJvstaT rtau'em iL mdon 
Ykfreut » ! maa*. ADMISSION: Richmond Enclosure S Ifi, Gontan EnduanvJU U (orer- 
tioi Sr.i, Pbtda; Enc{><sutv SH lov er 65s S3). CAB PARK: Si'; five parking available. 
■LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: R Hannon — 30 winners Bum 3G3 runners 
$rm a wa-ma ratio nffl '*V. P Cole -JS Own 1 34 (■JQiC'oj; J Gooden 34 from 127 

M Siam* 3* from W [M.S'Kii. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: Tat Eddery 43 wins from J22 rides Rives a success ram of 

J BeM :« town. JG1 ».I4. I«b|; L Dettori 35 tom 198 (.17.7%); M Roberts 20 
tore 142(141*.). 

■ FAVOURITES: 192 wins in 580 rati* 133S.). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Ueagnb 1-401: Sunbeam Dance (vuored, 3.401. 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Now. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: FOcy Brigs (3.10J haa been wW 4 10 mflea byW Kemp f mm 
[tea, Bardot 


-30203 URGBU SWIFT (LB) (AIR. Wnn> A tews 4 9 12 

01- 121 Sra(MWXlBtSIAiay{lS2)(D)mMCW6r)CQ®r4g 12. 

2- 1ED3 NORTH RSFp3HSDrGlams tuned) JAaneSBB. 


AUWGS 
-W Ryan 7 70 
B Ms 2 92 


32426 1W0FU(lS)ifabeaAEtebahHatas)tB**ig38 5 - 

■45346 MBfGAAB (USAJ (23) (SheWi Atonal AI NBMffljm) J Gasmen 39 4_._ 
.<2-063 HEM TTSSGffi (14) IA C ErtradSJ D J Scajjfl 6 9 1 . 


-MW0bii474 

JRoU3S7 

— GHedSBBl 
Jte Eddery SB 69 


2JJD 


temperatures 50IH ANNIVERSARY maiden stakes 
(CLASS D) £5000 added 3YD lm 2f 

3 MAffSTY (148) (H S H Pm» FaM Sdtnaru T Cde 9 Cl Jl»s2 

3 ROWOp w q fK Abdicni ROatt nn 9 0- 


SM0IMR SWR tSheWi MdormsSi J &t«Kn 9 0 . 
C UBIICTW IMS (SaeedMararaC Bittern 89— 
S34« totej HEtwr [14) tc J Harper 0 DawnJi 3 9— 

. 5 declared - 


PN Eddery 3 

6HW4 


-WJO'Cmnarl 
1 Held 5 


2 
3 
£ 

S 

M Heacdo, 2-1 Shooting Star, 9-2 a^esty. 5-L Umeftr Ha*L IW^nn l| A 

5Sr^P^e«*atete isiayed a mte' ana tads 

<Mh« dam won from 7.5 to ten luriongB, but g by WeWiPaffirt. » 

SS «oit rqpt tor Majesty, who stayed on 

sJrSm a one-rnrie Lercester maden cm his a^utvray OaW ^ 

SSEKKSSSfi-y aa&“*!SSS5BS 

and the dam u«n 


00104 IBMaWNMa<USAlC37)831llUsME0ShBalRMtuaG813 ACtaklBSS 

241151 KORWXMM (IS fCOl IBemadK°^tGBattng4S6 SDmama677 

-fldtdnd- 

B£TTIflB: 4-1 KmioonB. 9-2 Herr Tritgar, 5-1 Hannah, Mr BrawnhiA 7-1 Stamwrader Stady, 8-1 
TDrapia, 9-1 North Roof, 10-1 Urgent Stdft. 
lSSfc no u an sp orfl n B aca 

FORM GUIDE 

STEAMROLLER STANLY came back from an 11-rwoK break » mn an 13-furtone handicap 
ai Newtwry last June and mwi on fra firs: run of the year at LmgfleM (a 12-ftiftonghanrtc30 
on the au-weather in January), so his 102-day absence need not be a bar to success. He 
abonon there m February, beatmg Brteent Red. despite bend the first to came oft the M- 
dte- Ru versatile gevung is effective (Tern ten fwiongs to two mfes-pfus and wW be helped 
by the irheTy gpod pan set tv Mr Bnwwdne. SteamroOer Stanly was helped by the Strong 
gaitop set by Ftewioion Hill when a close third to IMIDe Conquer over me course and ess- 
ence last September. Mt Bmneng went ctear ami stayed there when winrwg at Bngram 
three outing ago oner a tup jist short of ttu. He car gh® n tamely if unable to dtxnlnatE, 
but can probably lead here even thou^i North Reef, who is a shade temperamental, is usu- 
ally ridden up vrtth the pace. North Reef has a chance on ms Ascot third id Mattlmeo three 
weeks agp. but TBiopie, by Saddlers' HaB out of a dam who a tod m with the rnfamy and 
Mi£h Hawk family, couh) be Die dan^r. tan Bakings team e on song and Ttapta has farm 
over the course - nawigrun second to Nawasib over ten furtongs here m June. Komonna 
e s ^tdaig who has been runmr® atthe tep of hs tom and has the credential of a course 
and rfetance wm. Hen Trigger may prefer tMifurtongL Selected: STEAMROLLER STANLEY 


FORM GUIDE 

ELSHAMMS, by Zafonlc out of the useful Gharsm. &x her career off to a sparfdmg start 
when Qtoig a Newmarket maden (70 by throe lengths from Rabeh three weeks agi. She 
could have stretched the advantage had Richard Hits pressed all the buttons and the wm 
wae Miy expected with Ebhaama going off at 6-5 in a held of 15. It vuV take a good one to 
baat her, but Netf-MtcliG sure to make her fijyit, haw\g won a Thirsk maufcm i®} m &xxi 
style horn LMIyStoiy. She is By Diesis out of Cheveley Park and Sifisto heroine. Marling. 
MkMgU Une (Kns-Midndn AW) Is going u> be Deear ouer a mle Judged on her course and 
distance wm 22 days ago when she mb one of the first off the bncke, but sol got the bet- 
nar of the unU-re^roed Doomna (trained by Ed Dunlop). Regal Revolutioa Is getting bet- 
ter u*h each run and could he up to testing Bshenvns. The tomr of her Windsor nursery 
haxteap mn test dme quite may not measure up to today's task, but she ts likely to ap- 
preciate the extra furtortg. This filly represents a stable whose Inmates have been nmnng 
wtth credit. ABgnroent needs to sente better than she did when second to Leggara on her 
Sandcwn debut, but that was cenamly a pronusstg enaugi start, whde Fltey Srigg has her 
first crack at the trip after a wfiant third to Embassy n the Princess Margaret at Ascot. 

Sel e cte d; ELSHAMMS 


000 HBMAUpiqfTheltelWItetiwhplT Jones Btt., 
34006 P0EIT0 (10) (B»e Uril B Meehan 811— 


06GGS BURNET MRXtUUEtaai^ Park StergCU^CDwier B6_ 
06 MHUDmctqgSenoalSr&oftyHiMteaMFolgasadG- 

44240 nST DANCE {SQlCleelByFtek Stud) R Hanoi 8 6 

5GU0 UDTRMHOH (lli) (WW0«QJ Bri^erB 6. 


JUteGhM? 

I Reid 1 

l«ta»6 

JTeta4 


002506 SWTTB*EClSl(CRMatlis(Bart»rfllMRanfl^86~ 

- a (teetered - 


P«t Eddery 2 

_PedEddary3 


-Jtowe Cook (5) B 


ZAO 


GEORGE AN1DN1ADES MEMORIAL HANDICAP 
(CUSS C) £12,500 added 3YD lm If 




1442-5 SUNBEAM DANCE (USA) (22) (RF) IGodotptvn) Saced txn Suoor 9 1. 

211-60 ALAZHARfZUIAJ Muaim Parmeshp) I BaUng92 

042-21 KAFAF (USA) ptl) (Honda, AI Matturt) J BoGden 8 12 

10022 9Nmt»HnUU0lU)(5FTC^DUdBraa 

40126 SPACERACE(B)(BF) [RMCyxrtCQoB'SS- 


BAUNGS 
— JRBU7V97 
-AMcQbeeA 96 

— n ms sue 


464256 MANILE3 PRMCE (22) (DavU Bsrtar) G L£W84 

041043 HINDS. (13) (Shdh Mohammed) B His 8 3 

116010 MBCKBSC0P(2a)cq(D)0ianlatfianctiiBlteeiai7]2. 
■03012 0UWraULHanawCHB»n?ia 


— PfitBUny S 92 

A Ctart 3 103 

Jtad&fckryBBSG 

BMndBS? 

IQdmlBSS 

1 lme 293 


3-10 


PRESTIGE STAKES (GROUP 3) (CLASS A) £35flOQ 
added 2Y0 7f 


2 AUQNMENI n (Lcn vuarsmcN M Saxse 3 9 
1 B£HftlBIB(2U(0)IH3nvteiNMakount) AStewtlB9 



J Outer 4 104 
JteBkteryl- 


3 264103 HLEY an»Q (27) ttWKrnre 0aan$ YJ Kerrp 89. 

4 1 HALF-MICH (USA) (28) (E J lodefl D Late 89. 

5 51 IflDMGHr UNE WW pO) (Ctfl IH R H Prrxx Fata Saman) H Ceci 8 9 W Ryan 2 33 

6 2111 REGAL lEWUJIWf (UJ S WE J Stack) PW*pi89 110*585 

-Sttedared- 

BElTRfG: 7-4 Hotf-HRch, 9-4 Bsbarmro, 11-4 MdafeM Un^ 8-1 AMgimmti, 10-1 Hey Brio, 11-1 

Read RnnbilfDn, 

1996; Red Csme® 2 8 12 G DufleM 10-11 te [Sr M Prescoa) dawi ID 5 tan 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

a 
9 

- B declared - 

BETTD» 4-1 Kafaf, Sweet CdbWIo, 9-2 Space Rnee, 6-1 Suteewn Dance, XM Maottec Prtec^ 
8-1 Darted, 10-1 Ota, 12-1 AI Aifear, 14-1 Hereflcsa Cap 
1006: no conespandng race 

FORMGMDE 

Most of these are cSffieuft to catch n^n and a tertatoe vore goes to SWEET CONTRALTO, 
who is a DanehS sstsr to the useful Aktfla. Sweet Contttfro tooted good when taking a sev- 
en-fiakrogHaydock maden m May end came back to lonn when second to R®it Tin* mer 
the roimd mde at DoiKascer lare last monm. She has area boon second to Attarroc Deere 
over nine furtongs at Ripen and can gp one better. Space Race, the winner of an ordfnaiy 
Bath maiden on soften fjwnd m May, probobiy Improved on that term when nantmty bea- 
en by Farmast there BflBvards and he probably faund Ihe sewn furlongs too short at Sandown 
eigit iteys ago. Dundre has drawn b©ts ot tainperamera, as has 0*vo. so Sunbeam Dance 
looks a better ateemaOire. Das scopey colt win be better tor Ws belated reappearance nm 
when on(y fifth of seven to Beauchamp Kng m a condtaane event at Doncaster. Top weight 
may not stop this GodolpMi representative. Selected: SWEET CONTRALTO 


BEJTWG: 1D-U Rrat Dance, 4-1 Poetln, 5-1 Barewte Trtangta, T-l Bteroey Iterk. 10-1 DaMdya, 
20-1 Lady Mpbtea. Swffi Urea, 33-1 ftar-So-la. 

1996: Fara^ My U»e 2 8 6 K Daley 3-1 (P CUel tew (2) 12 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

FUST MNCE must have a fine chance n this condanns seflar on the srengm of herfbwth 
of 26 to Ben Rmnes in a Hfctdsor maalen, as we« as h® most recent seventh of 12 to Bayieaf 

at NewmarW. The My harts trom a stable that h» only recamty been tunning mro Item Po- 
otto, a 4 ,20001s toal who fetched 18 , 000 gns when resold as a yeartmg, a out of a sister 
to smart 1988 sprimingjuveniB Donwuon Royale. fteoo has not ready progressed from a 
dehut third to Another Fantasy m May. but should stfl go wefl m this on his sixth of 12 to 

Setsrxh OuAa in a Bath nuraety last dme and the trip here s only a lithe tarther. Fteetto also 

hastheadwrege of b&ng drawn against the stontfe side rate. Bermuda Titagte has plat- 
ing fbnn and looks of a saniar level to Blaraty paric, wnrie DahBdyw has shown some signs 
a Seledted: RR5T DANCE 


1555 


fNKPENS MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5JD00 added 2YD 6f 

0 CHEF WW> (USA) (27) (Uetaef K«r-Qnetr) (. Curran g o .WRwi4 

»«DDSiiMhAljaBeh)WK3g$5 9 0 F4bdi3 

022 STORM FROMIHE EAST p) IN Huyea RHarron 90 HW 07 

WMBff ft^vtee Ttaou^ibrad Racing 1£S PQfe 90.. 

3 HOfEY STORII (23) Ms T P Buti^ M Chamn 8 g . 


0 MARCH FOUnimiiri (USA) (7) (Mrs Fawn J todec 6 9. 

WSIBMEN (Rlantl C Benstead 8 9 . 

- 7 1 


— Pal Eddery 1 

PwV Eddery 6 

6 Mod 2 

1 laweS 


405 


SURPLICE SELLING STAKES (CLASS E) £5fl00 added 2YD 
6f 

1 266512 BHORDA TRtANGtE (11) (D) PF) [M J Itenes) M tt^ncs 8 11 HComM|r(7}8 


raJhhfe 2-1 Tturect. 11^ Hooey Stoa. 3-1 3bmnFrointter nir , 7-1 U»eh Riiw r» wimi,nv.i citafr 
WMp, U-l Sbuddar, 38-1 Mjcm wiiit w . 

1996: Merendum 2 9 0 Paul Etktey EMI <w £ Lcwst davn 18119 ran 
. FOMGIADE 

HONEY STORM, by Migadil out of MBk And Konpy who was a cractang jvwute but dd not 
^ s _ 25 ' 1 cnance - but Shaped wee, when ftsd of ten to Manoushlra m a sn-fur- 
mngnflifls ma aan sc Ascot three warts ag> and saems sure to improve, storm Fromtte 
EaKha been ssooret In five-fatorg maidens at Sandown - latterly ivtven trounced tour tengms 
by R -* £t ’ A King - and that enpenence should enable him to be placed agam. ctdef WMp 
did not show much at Mereno (ftaiy) July, but 8 out a fast mare, while Torrent is en ob- 
wDi^carxUdare to ^weS first tVne up, be^ by Phnce Sabo out of fw-furfw^ winner Mad- 
en pixk. He Bdosatyratatad to RM\Chstte end there has been favourable repons from we 
hony glops atom this one. March Fomtoenth s a half- sister to several varmers, inciud- 
Ing Stewards' CW winner Green Hi*y, She was geen and bur^ on her Newbury debut when 
ur^tocsdbefwxJShmoose. Shudder represents a yard thatts sWsirij^ng to reccver from 
a slow start to the season. Sotectad: HONEY storm 


ifJ* 



HYPERION 

2 J» AslKa*at2^5 Wtoi Verture 3XJ5 Iblis 335 
Bnadbn 4 JO Mawared 4w40 Prtfts Danseuse 
SlIO Outsourcing ^ 


4 -10060 IWfCHY SOUND (10® (DJ f Bartte 4 8 11 — 

5 012440 tXWP«OT(«R9»68U~ ;r7 -~---flMMira 

6 34)003 SWfWGCUW£«mOTUB5l4 86 

7 .51004 DEERLf (M) P) R DtSoi 4 7 13 APoB(9)6 

8 30000 MESARABQlfpS) (®)AfesLSan*9 710 — PFIeaagid 

-8dedared- 

MhKMnwa^a: Tst 10te Rue taataa waigit:«tes4 Bgp«r Sa db. ^ 
BErmfe M»«r H»miihy.7 : gMs, j pM 525 ,”ad«ga«iAii- 
2 Ktod Of Hfw 1IK1 Princriy Sound, 12-1 Warty, 20-1 AS** Aresw 

|535 


GOJVG: Good ta Firm. 

STAIX& Centre, except lm Of 176yds- stands safe- 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

M^ADMISSION: Club SIS IIC 

?): Gnmdeund 

■LEADING TEAINEKS WITH J 

nuo of 20. 1%: L Dettori 87 rnm 

■DAWfURTTBS: IXM wins in I.0IM ra«w PM-JW. 
w j upwa) FUST TIME : Pai'e Bntvel 5;TOV . .... 

S^^^THElJVSTSBn7ENDAY&M«^(tlO)'^ 

5jS£53^S«rNNBHS: M, 




HOPEFUL STAKES (Listed) (CLASS A) 
£16^250 added 6t 

.50205 ALBlSHnUlAK(7)(D)XUaiii4 90 J0»dta»4 

:SSS aSS»!iSSK"iiF^£“ 

ss s™'S^«°L 1 ss.»5isrs 

47-121 mdUXM SISAJ (31) CD] J Dxhp3B 11 AfJKfa»8 

Sffil SSSmm wm AtofcaaiL- dmmj 

BOUW J0AI8C (4S0 M T£aaerbyA89 — —K Mkm 7 

Sues: Nyt&flOT MRX^{12) J 3eny489 — 

AVXttl C0W«IARA(2«CDc7er38 6 — _J RztUMS 

3145-2 llAHOfMWflOS) W JTlSef3Bfi SSondwZ 

-lldacbred- 

BCTiHire 2-1 Rte tedtei. M BoBa Jiwim, 11-2 Tedbunrrer, 8-1 Abou 

SJSSJSSSre. tttm ***> 

nr~57\] BREHENY HANDICAP (CLASS C) £SflOO 
4J*J] added lm 6f 175yds 


JJ4U1 MMBHRa>(7) J DuritC J 9 10 (4^ )^.-— 
3^10 SOW BABE W « 9 ' - 


30 CWfiHYBAWsSll 

0Q8UMA C ttno S 11 

S HMND (88) L Oimri P il 

oaunuE MiawsBU 

■yaiaUHOeatBli-.-— 

so qwKRTftff CT 0 W» 8 ii- 

SMULSaaMteiSumofSl 1 - 

4 SSaU(7«)JfJ«8ii. 

vgoousMSargSU- 


D hdaod 7 

JFbrtnS 


230410 swt bma to w ■ 
H*WRBlAID(30jCBr«KiS813- 
563221 DURHAM (1B6LMME 688- 


Dane mteM 3 
_JU J tQneee 5 
— DHotadl 
—MR0iWte4 
_jCUter2B 


j Hlr aa dh CT5 

^MifftiMre9 

XMknll 

! jtOodnne8 

Dettori 1 

HhotMitslD 

SStetorea 


______ . ta -1 Utrtaoofc 12 -lCto 

fS^ aKTON^MWOW CTAKES (CLASS D) 

£SJOOO added 2YO 7f 

1 MMCtuawc 12 " 5 ® 11 - 


RCDdaaocS 

_JffWon9 
jl Harey (3)4 
,_L Petted S 

M1Kbwm6 

Jf HBs2 


DANCER fcfBeJS-u — , 

D DUTCH WD Oft V 

fUKMJOflWlfiU 2T 

, £SSi£q5$^= 

■mszssssssssr 


“■ ” ‘ -sdacterad- 

BgjTWG: 13-8 MwteWL 3-1 ®t». 7-2 Daham, 6-1 Star Ttt- 

dorbfand 

nrzrn ldnsdaleclabwigsiakes (class d] 
1 4.40] £ 5.000 added 3YQ7f 

502601 f*AW Y SAMB (TO WJ Bar, 98 Pft pW j 

n omm i qwi SBI ftl) P Cflte 9 fi ■ ■ ■ ■ 

Kvxna n«FSD0l«£ClflS^ K ^ b ^ 9 5 RlfrtnairaS 

oHiS UOOUSWfttU)mTD8Bnn8n \ f !SZil 

ss. gas i m c .gg=ia sa 

l D9wmvR5 

9 Joul “ -adMtemd- . . _ 

■H ■■■■■(- 4B8 Pufibt fiMiimi. 11-4 NSBt Y GBDU^ 4-1 ft in-A Qp> 
S?3S5 DOM*. 12-1 Odd Sted. Mdtai 

SAXHAM NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS 
, o EiflOO added 2YD lm 

223021 Wt(9PStm RKjron97 -.. 
ra*22 0WS0WaHB(USA|P^?Cbe9fi— ^2*4 

003 ROBORAWTOJPun 6 * 91 — • •” J 
1640C- BAIlBBA»OERr(lfflyi«2*^ 3A — ^252 
aoo — 




3U» Hen g ,A~-- — rrr 

0215) canccwraiTJS^H^aUr- 
afiKS NARROEM PSA)P® aOztM'Se- 
(6423 

Styt OOB«D(85)P(^e2. 



-lfldeciflffd- 
HateH Pwf M rt . fMf c Owatot 


HYPERION 

220 BBtz 250 Tfertiim a20 Robsart 350 Dalen 
425 High Carry 455 Northern Sal 


GOING: Good to Finn (Firm in places). 

STALLS: Snmhrt* course - stands sM« Round coarse - inside. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Um numbers best for 7T A lm. 

■ Left-hand course, level ixttquilr aharp. 

■ Courae is W oT loom cc 1 . ADMISSION: CM> SJ i T anenalfe 
£8 (OAFS 54); Family enclosure £1 (QAPs 51.50)- Cans in Fhm- 
ifjr Bing £1 finduAs four occ upum a). GAK PAJEK: Free. 

■ LEADING TKAINEXS WITH KTJMNKES: M OoljMUHi — 20 
winners tom 1 06 umrveegwes a success ratio of UL8*k; J Bessy 
16 from 134 { 11 .8%^ J Dunlop I2from S3 (36.4K). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS; G Dnffleld 18 wtm torn 97 rides gfves 
a success ratio of 186%; J Portane ]8 tom 139(12.9%); K Fal- 
lon ]fl tore DO (178%.h K Darley if, tore 14] (10.6%). 

■ F AVOURI TES: 144 wins In 415 races (34.0%). 
tu T VtrywRTi tTBST TIM 6: Hone . 

WE4XEXS tN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE EUNNERS: Stew Magic (2J») has been sett 
272 mtteaby WGMPgner tom Cretan Deahaan, SwoeracL 


7 

BSFFUhttttftQ 

I Strat 10 

8 

BOUmUE II FjreRft... 

1? 

9 

4 HASXHI(U9M Johnstons 9 

— DtenMcKecM 1 

10 

NORDIC ntio Us J temsoeri 8 9 — . 

T Spate 3 

u 

5 ROBSART (39) J ftratone 8 9 

KDariayS 

12 

S£ABETDBamrn89 

AQftarieS 

13 

0 SET TRAX. (13) J Hawon 8 9 

.iinhMt 

-13 dacteed- 



3L50] 


AMUR (3)4 
Spate 6 


0~9nl JOHN CARR SELLING STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3^00 added 2VO 7f 



SA)tU9JBtey86 C Lowttor (5) 15 

f7) M Otmnor 8 6 I Cared 1 

P bans 8 6 I FEgaolB 

„T E Dmcan (S) Id 


1 00061 D0C*LM®SaSPKrcH[32HD)NTi*jB93JtaTtetorB 

2 S4SBB0 MY BET (12) M W Easteby 8 12 Tlnca»8 

3 30U> SLEW HK9C (7) (H (Bf) W G U Tivrer 8 12J) Hcftetta (7) 5 

4 0 DRAM DOCTOR (21) SKOAMlSll I Stack 18 

5 00 EAS£Rf£R0(8B)MtoSariSll fi tte d— > 9 

B 466050 MUSEpiJAlaiwan KDtetoyttV 

7 0 ROBfflTTHE BRUCH (13)RFabeyBU — B VWaaton (7) 11 

B 300342 SNAPPVniES (7) M 00(861] DatsOteul2 

9 004 

ID B2 

11 60005 BUfZ(R)UW 

12 00 

13 56 

14 13523 

15 33463 

IE 250 TURF H00R (M)JJONaB 86 
-18 

BETTWe: 11-2 

l Sar Made, SomrltaiM, KaflaY Cracter, UM. BBtz, 18-1 otters 

JAMES HETOERTDN LIMITED STAKES 
_ (CLASS D} £5y500 added lm 

1 Q262D2 TanJMtiq{D)U Wane 593 . 1 CareflS 

310 Srt0ETHKI»(Ettl)PF)MS!nuis3813 KQartayA 

3 020034 SHBBt IUE (5) (P) W Muv 3 8 11 Cl«df«r(g3 

(5-3521 «UKHU5(2qmWRHBn3810 T Spate! 

—4 Adntf" 

BEITWt W Sewf Fort**, 9-4 ABhba, 4-1 Twlteji, 9-2 Sheer Face 

xm QLWN MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5,250 added 2YD 6f 

o CARRICH VEW p7) PCaw9 0-— -JDwaa MotWtR 6 

433 B®OUWCSWKH(U$4){9)BHftj9Q JCar«fl2 

MHODMMatBteigQ ......... £ flantead 13 

^XCfraronA 4 
Patter (3) 7 
—IFCpnll 


BOTMR:2-l Etwwmo'a Wte.3-1 Naim 4-1 BnbaM 8-1 Nordk Ptr- 
jo, 12-1 Sut Prince. Esso, kituHve, 14-1 ottos 

RICHARD FAHEY HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5^00 added 2m 

(12) P Cteer 4 9 10. 

P3)RCnartai3 94, 

(U) T Taa 3 B 3 BDoOWdS 

EROBWSto*y690 Jftenb«2V 

LA VISIA 0D m MWEaseny 78 138 Pirttn (3) SB 

• (i0<D)MBUfewley888 KDarieyl 

(B3)(C) D Better 583— •——.TWaraa 3 

Ra w Cfaitw e 6 710 LCteanckT 

5- 1 Ham U Viata, WdtMd 

BRIAN ROTHWELL NURSERY HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £5JXX> added 2YO Gf 

3341 POSTS Iff (IS) (D) i Bsry 9 7 BMMI6 

21354 tffiSrBBD8E(«l)UWEastabr97 R Mrakw (7) U 

262201 CARAMB0 (28) 08 J l Eye 9 3 MSm#wr3 

0015 MSH CAfBtV (S) N Trtto 8 12 CUMthar(S)7 

400 KWeOFDAHC£(53) 8 Ffc0l»e8Bll — : LCbamock2 



DURE (20) D Udvis B 10 AtetBrnwralO 

7 04434 6RANDE5nTE(19)TEas&ity810 K Darley 9 

8 3600 C#JTOM»CXl«WWl«lR3irBlenB6_TSp»te»4 

9 501551 HEWEMy BAILS U61 08 C DHjer 8 6 A McCarthy (7) 8 

10 406 BARHHtoO (37) JJOTleflB 6 JICHW5 

11 21323 MCHAUMG(B)(D)M Briton 85 ! £8—1—112 

12 540 COOLM HMBt (2^ K Srie 8 5 DonWull 

BOTWa M Captala McCtoy, 9-1 Craaboi Grand Eatraa, Patart tap, 
7-1 HMMaly Mb. 94. Mot Bridge, H0i Cany, tachaiong, 12-1 otters 


435 


2.50 


a20 


MAUON TRAINING ASSOC APPRENTICE 
HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,100 added 5f 
-54100 SMMttXrWWlEy , (37)6BRFehQ>511)0— RWMonCyS 

000000 MALUA(32)nTDBami499 VWorta AppWry (5) 7 

6Q211£ HB6SDCBOROBlffl(COBf)DNtnpe49£LPRiii«rt»l2 

S20432 XJHSrttO (13) (B) J GO*e 4 fl 7 CImBmIOV 

226642 tMUJAirSWHLfll)(D)MWEasBty393 — SCopp4B 
660110 ULLBQLA (17] (D)UreJ Fiantsden-4 9 1 Joftmara (3)17 

232512 CAtBWfleUR(5)T EflStoby4813 T SMdd^S 

3*4066 M)0NS0NB(Uj Aiama3813 JSCmarHfl 

208DR) IMW«Snmp2imPE9ans4SBJl McCarthy (53W 
1PS60 B0WU7EGfMN6E(17)8))DClB(insn587-KSted(9ll 

443265 HP EffftESS (7) (D) 6 H Moat! 4 80 A Daly 14 

525000 MXllfflmc2mnteSELI%a3713J)liBMi|5)tf 
050-50 RMCASr(!8S0a)DCnaptn3nlS712JMMay0S)lS8 
36000 UBD9CSHEpa)(D9j6MB47U)JiteyBgnnni3 
(B6060 SWflWMAKTOOMTOifeLftnattS 710Jtovl» p)2 
DC0503 nCXA1KRATHM8(14)BMijpay4710— PtettSay(5)l 
000000 KfttSMP (M) a BBUfJi 4 7 10 IdoB Wand* (3) S 

-a 


MYSHC«.ROiX£U0b*90. 


6055 5 «HfiTHaNCE 6 S 0 JJOmiSO- 

WAU«GEEXPcHSS90 


1 

2 

3 

A 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 
ID 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 


A&tounNG&sTstJQb. Tne/ianifcapitB^ifcAfjraiqusSiTile Tig TBtSun- 
toytw loo iHan Hcte Brio Dm* Ta 40, Majslmp 7s 4D. 

7-2 Crass The Bonte. 6-1 Wteam^i Wd, 13-2 fewjTO, Coiafcw- 

Bare,?.Linata,frlSMttWBlty,6twt«a<kK«s,]^lalim» 


RACING RESULTS 


YORK 

24>6i 1. HOHOIJRABLF (L Paatai) 8-1: 2. 
Ponstoa Raid 10-1; J. ftemaate sre 16- 
1. 15 ran. 9-2 fev Damespue (5thl. iy>. 2. 
0 W Watts, tochmond). Tote: £6.40; £280, 
E2-40, £450. Dual Forecast: £39.80. Com- 
puter Straight Forecast £82.78. Tricast: 
£1458.74. Trio: £376.50. 

245: 1. CAPE VERDI (J RexO 7-4fav;2L 
D w b a any ll- 4; 3. Nadwah 91 . 9 ran. sht- 
hd. l’fc. IP Otaeple-HyBm. Manual). Tolas 
£3.00; £140, £1-60. £230. OF; £3.70- CSR 
£6.77. Tna £4340. Wt Craaee Mental. 

3J.0: Dead-heat J. COASTAL BLUFF (K 
Darley) 6-1, Dawd-haat 3, YA MALAK (Alex 
Grsaes) li-1; 3. Amt) 10-1. IB rut. 9-2 
fav Ownptoi Place, dd-ftt, hd. (T 0 Barron & 
D NfchoSs. txah TJwsk). Tbtowwr CeestaJ Biutf 
£3^0, Vb Malak £630; places Coastal Bluff 
£2430. VS Mat* £4.10. £3.40. OF: £34.10. 
CSF. Coastal BUff-ValAEtet £3133. YaMatot- 
Coastal Buff £33.63. Tna U093O NR: 
Deretime. 

3- 4S: x. coNCSt UN fK Darley) 9-1; 2. 
Hmtestey wa ai; 3. Rutetan Music 16- 
1. M ran. 7-2 fan Jo MeL r*. 7^ (S ywterts, 
ftewm ar te o . Tata: £12.40: £3.40, £350, 
£3.90. OF; £67.10. CSF: £85.01. incase 
£1.117.92. TnK £244.70. 

4- 16: 3. BfNTANG (Pst Eddery) 5-1; 2. B- 
teteb 6-2 tsv, 3. Ttw Downtown Fox Id. 

1. T ran. e. 3. tP Ocfe, Whatcombe). Tots 
£6-00: £2.70, £1.60. OF: £5.40. CSF: 
£10-93. Trio: £31.90. NRs Benwha Swing. 
Daaffier (11-4) wshdrawn not under orders; 
Rule 4 apples ai bets, deduct 25p n S~ 

4^5:2. KAlHNAURasO 7-4faK2.De 
RarenqrTkee 121; 3. Book AtBartthna 15- 
2 . 7 ran. 3, 8. (I Cumart, Nawmariei). tbte: 
£250; £1.70, £4.00. DF: £16.50. CSF: 
£22-54. 

SL35el. HIDDEN MEADOW (LDernd U- 
2; 2- Poteen euans fair; 3. bnrat 10 - 1 . 9 
ran- 'h. 4. 0 Baic&ra. Wngsdere). Tote: £640: 
£1-60. £1-30, S.50. Of: £5 JO. CSF: 
£11.65. Tna SS7M. 

Jechpot £117,67830 [par won, pod cf 
£84329^2 to Goodwood today). 

Quadpob £4&70.PteeteMC £30910. 
PteM Be £430/45. Pteca & £104.40. 

SALISBURY 

2J6: 1. JOHN BUIS (RMUlIen) 4-1 tev; 

2. tapoWre- 1 3. CWnfine 13-2. 12 ran. 
V*. lfe(M Ben. NewmariwU- Tot* £&30; 
£2, 4ft £L90. £220. BF: £27Jft CSF; 
£25.53. Tttaasc £±2SJM.1na £45-60- . 

2^S:l-BSa«IDABOy(GDiflt*fl9-l;i 
Caene Fire 4-1; X Dawr Sod lftl. 17 ran. 
5-2 iw Canons, 17*. 3 ‘k. (B Meeten. IWJ- 
bourn). Tate; £1040: £2.70 ClJp.JA.iO. 
DF: £3280 CSF: Wft97. Tncn m30- 
aafca.coKSPicuousfADaw id-v* 
Om*c Place 20-1; ft Sword Amt 44J» 
tor. 10 ran. 4-1 Jt tor Stra»- ftr*. IW- 
MO, Cufamptont. Tot* O|20: g-90, 
£4. 1ft £140. OT. £106.60. CSF: £16a®. 

TnosC £865.01. T«x 

L SHOWBOAT IG Pltftefd) 7-2‘ 2. 
TarahT 4-1; ft UedM &U fite. * 
hfl, 2. (B HiUs. lamboum). Trite; £530. DF. 
£7Jft C9F: £14.90. 


42&L.5ERIQUS TRUST (GDiXWfi 11- 
1; 2. Stoat's Legacy 20-1; 3. Harmony Hah 

11-2 co tor. US ran. 11-2 CO favs Classic lme 
(5tfil ACouroanl (6th). 2. shtrti (Mrs L Jew- 
el. Mateaonei.Tota: £14.10: £3.40. £9^0. 
£2.10. DF: £126.00. CSF: £204.47. Tncase 
£1.231 .71. Tiro: £123.70. MC FteiqttSta CTor. 

4.55: X. NOfflHEKN ANGEL (Maron 
Dwyer) 7-1; ft Kara lb 6-5 fai-; 1 Hn Cy- 
done 7 1 . 12 ran. nk, 5. (MrsJCecB. New- 
martaa). Tote: £630; £230, LL40, £250, 
DF: £6.60. CSF; £15.42. Tna £17.40. 
Pteeepofc £868.50. Quadpat: £70.50. 
Place B: £360.50. Place S: £18533. 

YARMOUTH 

2-25: i. KENTUCKY FALL iA Oart>l 9-2; 
ft SaBy siatte 10-U ft UMnorna 4-1 fav. 
10 ran. 3, 2V: . (Lady Hetnesi. Tote: £6.70; 
£2.00. £3. DO. £1.80. DF: £3600. CSF: 
£44.43. Truest: £17632. Tna £46-80. 

ftSS: X. KHEYRAH <T4 Rimmerj U-8 tor; 
ft Dim bh wted Prospect 10-1; ft Flight 5- 
1. S ran. 3V.. ok. (E DuHopi. Tate: £2.00; 
£1.10. £1.70. £1.60. DF: £10.90. CSF: 
£1539. Tna £10.60. M7: Up The WflU 
360: L ARTEKXERXE5 lA QatKl 10-1: 
ft Bfae FTywr 16-13. Paflned r e oto r n 33- 
1. 11 ran. 3-1 tav me Palm. 2*. 1 -A. (M 
Keaton- EBs). Tote: £11.60; £260. £4.10, 
£73tt Dft £6130. CSF: £140.64. Tricasc 
£4369.66 Tno: £37550- NR: Kdune. 

446; 3. PARADISE NAVY (UssERamsden) 

7 1; ft Action Jachwa 6-1:3. WgbtyPha» 
tom 4-1. 8 rre. 2-1 fw Cfroa’S Lad. ■*, 2. JC 
E&fton). Tatra £630; £130. £1-90. 

DF: «5.in. CSF: £44 3ft incase £174.45. 

435: X CStANO SPLENDOUR (A QatW 
fi-4fav; ft Annxmcinf 6-Hft LowVdn- 
tna 5-1. 9 ran. & 4. (lady Hranesi, Jote: 
£3.00; f-l.tft £2.70. £140. DIR: £10.40. 
CSF: £1442. Irax £6.60. . „ 

546: i. COUNT TONY (W Ryan) 7-1; 2- 
Ftfn Major 5-2 tor; ft KerMra 10030-5 
ran. ftft « Moods). Tote: £7.60; £2-40, 
£2^0. DF: £19.00. CSF: £21-54. 

Ptacepot £18730. Quraigato JU17.ia 
Place 6: £385-45. Place S: £17434. 
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RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 +1 
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sport 


Besieged Bears f> 








ready to fight 
until they drop 


, w> : ;4_ 






undone 


Dave Hadfield looks at the desperate 
plight of Oldham’s rugby league team 


'lU&s-- 
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by parlour 


Oldham have every reason to 
fight for their lives in theirlasl 
three Super League matches. 
Their life as a club, or at least 
as a chib with any top-flight pre- 
tensions, could depend on those 
240 minutes of rugby. 

At the very least. Oldham 
need to win one and draw one 
of those remaining fixtures, start- 
" with the home match against 


mrnm 


feat. He also struggled with the 

changes that bad to be taken on - 

board - but staying at Water r 
sheddings wasn't an option. 

A messy transfer of coaching 

responsibilities to Bob Lindner 

did not help, but nor has con- 
tinuing uncertainty over the 
club's home. It has been clear 
from the start that their football Wy 
neighbours did not particular- /;• 

. ° - .1 . ,W- Mtionlc Kilt thp 






politics 


A 




Chris Hewett assesses the ;egac> 
of Jack Rowell, the coach who 
won the battle to restore 
England’s rugby pride but lost 
the power game at Twickenham 


a nip to Paris and a visit from 
Warrington. Only the most blink- 
ered Bear would put any mon- 
ey on them to get away with it 
' “The club is under a fair 
amount of pressure," admits its 
rharrman an d chief executive, 

Jim Quinn. “This has been 
quite a traumatic season for us; 
a season where nothing has 
gone right." 

For many, the trauma began 
when Oldham played their last 
match at Watersheddings. the 
dilapidated and weather-lashed 


proposed new stadium-.--, 
would take them out of Bound- 
ary Park is, as Quinn admits, no 
closer thanit was twoyears ago. 

If Oldham do go down, there 
is, he also admits, no way that 
ibey can afford to play there cm - 
First Division gates. TTiat leaves ; 
the possible option of moving in 
with Oldham Rugby Union dub, 
if its modest facilities could be 

brought up to standard. 

Gloomier prophets - and 
there is no shortage of them in - 
Oldham - predict that there 


•AW- 


I 


auapiaaieaana weauKri-jaau«a — r , . . 

old ground on the edge of the could be no ground aDdnodub. ** 
moors. It would have won few Quinn rejects that predicnotL I m. 
awards for its facilities, but the still believe that there is going VT' 


S ay what you like about 
Jack Rowell - and the 
most outspoken of his re- 
cent critics, Fran Cotton, did pre- 
cisely that at the weekend in a 
now notorious public outburst - 
but as all successful businessmen 
know, the bottom line is the only 
thing that really counts. Rowell 
stayed well above that line in his 
three and a half years as England 
coach and if his successor. who- 
ever he may be. does half as well 
between now and the aim of the 
century, it will be some achieve- 
ment. 

It is a measure of Rowell s 
stature as a rugby figure that the 
Rugby Football Union are now 
likely to employ two men to fill 
a role he happily performed on 
his own - “I live Margaret 
Thatcher hours," he once said, 
referring to his contemptuous 
disdain for regular sleeping 
habits - and a quick glance at 
a bulging credit column tells its 
own story. Thirteen league and 
cup trophies with Bath in a gold- 
en decade from 19S4. supple- 
mented by a Grand Slam, three 
Triple Crowns, a World Cup 
semi-final and 21 Test victories 
from 29 starts with England. 

Why. then, the dissatisfaction 
that undeniably circulated 


around the highest echelons of 
the English game as Rowell cau- 
tiously but sensibly rebuilt his 
national team from the wreck- 
age inflicted by Jonah Lomu on 
that crucifying afternoon in 
Cape Town’ in June 1995? 

Why should the Cottons, Dick 
Bests.' Geoff Cookes and Don 
Rutherfords of this world have 
felt the need to undermine the 
efforts of a man whose commit- 
ment to his country’s rugby for- 
tunes could never have been 
questioned, not even by his most 
implacable enemy? After all, 
RoweD was and re main s every bit 
as fanatically English as the most 
decorated of Twickenham's 
wing-commander population. 

As is so often the case, strong 
personalities lay at the root of 
the problem. Rowell could be 
prickly, confrontational, chal- 
lenging and waspish. He did not 
suffer fools gladly - indeed, he 
did not suffer them at all - and 
while he found it easy to do. 
things his way in the small town 
environment of Bath, the par- 
lour-game politics habitually 
played out at Twickenham were 
always likely to frustrate him. 
And frustrated he was; as re- 
cently as Monday afternoon 
he was professing genuine dis- 


belief at the situation in which 
he found himself. 

Not exactly one of life’s nat- 
ural diplomats, he. quickly 
learned to curb his insrinrtc and 
say the right thing in the right 
place. But, occasionally, he 
would drop his guard. During 
last season’s Five Nations' 
Championship he let rip in a 
newspaper interview, damning 
his KFU persecutors in no un- 
certain terms. A year previously, 
he had turned the scatter-gun 
on the press, accusing his jour- 


nalistic critics of undermining 
his status in the business com- 
munity with their ill-informed 
and gratuitous comments. 

More wonyingfy, his aggres- 
sive approach to sporting psy- 
chology left some senior 
members of the national play- 
ing squad cold to the point of 
frostbite. Phil de Glanville. his 
protege with Bath and England, 
describes him as a “brilliant mo- 
tivator and analyst of players' 
strengths and weaknesses”, but 
privately, the likes of WflJ Car- 


Lions to tour Australia 


The Lions will tour Australia in 
2000 and 2008 and in return the 
lullabies will make Grand Slam 
tours of Britain in 2000 and 2004. 

The Lions will play two Tests 
in Australia in 2000 before trav- 
elling to New Zealand for two 
Tests against the All Blacks. The 
Lions have not toured Australia 
since 1989 when they won the last 
two Tests to take the series 2-1. 

Two Lions, Allan Bateman 
and Barry Williams, have 
agreed to play for Wales against 
Romania m Wrexham on 30 Au- 
gust and for their dub, Rich- 
mond, against SaraceDS the 


next day in an Allied Dunbar 
Premiership match. 

They were the only two of six 
Welsh players at Richmond to 
make themselves available for in- 
ternational duty, although Scott 
and Craig Quinn eH, John Davies 
and Andy Moore are all expect- 
ed to play in the league match. 

Another Lion, Scott Gibbs, 
has turned down a reported 
£300,000 offer to join the Allied 
Dunbar First Division club 
Northampton and will stay with 
Swansea. 

Squads for Wales game, 
Digest, page 27 


ling and Tim Rodber would ex- 
press very different views. 

There were errors of judge- 
ment on the selection front, too. 
Rowell was a year late in bring- 
ing De Glanville into his first- 
choice side and when he finally 
bit the bullet last season, he 
dropped the wrong person - Je- 
remy Guscott — to accommo- 
date him. It was Carling who 
should have gone, but in the bat- 
tle of the big egos, the glamour 
puss from Harlequins carried 
too much heavy artillery. 

And what of Paul Hull, Eng- 
land’s best player in South 
Africa in 1994? Rowell handled 
the Bristol full-back with in- 
sensitivity, wrecked his fragile 
confidence and ultima Lely cost 
England the services of a bril- 
liantly instinctive, attacking 
footballer. Ludicrously, he 
showed a similar lack of sym- 
pathetic acumeu by snubbing 
Alex King, the brightly gifted 
young Wisps outside-half, in 
favour of Rob Andrew in 
Cardiff last season. 

But the successes for out- 
weigh the mistakes. Under 
Rowell’s stewardship, more 
than a score of new interna- 
tionals have been blooded and 
some - Lawrence Dallaglio, 


Richard Hill, Simon Shaw, 
Mark Regan and Tun Stimpsoa, 
for instance - look the long- 


term pan. 

“A lot of work has gone into 


the development of this team 
and I’m proud of it," he said on 
Monday, 48 hours before 
pulling up the drawbridge and 
disappearing inside Chateau 
Jacques for good. “You have to 
understand that after the ’95 
World Cup, we had a mountain 
of work to do. We weren’t pick- 
ing low-lying fruit, but goingout 
on a limb to find fresh, young 
players capable ofbeing mould- 
ed into Test performers. Look 
at the side now and you'll agree 
thaL we found quite a few.” 

During bis days as a club 
coach, Rowell was fond of 
purveying one of his more ar- 
rogant catch-phrases. “It might 
be good enough for' England, 
but it's not good enough for 
Bath," he would inform his 
players as they trained under 
that merciless, almost reptilian 
gaze of his. 

After the events of the last 
few months, he will be perfectly 
entitled to tell anyone who 
cares to listen: “It was good 
enough for England, but not 
good enough for the RFU." 


theory that it was worth a few 
points start against some less 
committed visitors seems to 
have beea borne ouL 
In the much more neutral 
surroundings of Oldham Ath- 
letic’s Boundary Park, they have 
been a far less intimidating 
preposition and it shows in 

then- results. Then there was the 

business of Andy Goodway, a 
coach still highly regarded by 
many players and supporters, 
who was sacked after becoming 
increasingly outspoken about 
the shortcomings of his board 
and Quinn in particular. 

*i think there’s a mixture of 
views about Andy," says Quinn 
now. “But at the time wc made 
the decision we were in pretty 
dire straits. Andy was speaki ng 
out all right, but 1 think it was 
because he struggled with de- 


to be a will and a way fbund to 
sustain one of the game's orig- 
inal elute,” he says, but even he 
admits that it will be fiendishly 
difficult to regroup and get 
back into Super League. 

Of course, there is a strong . 
feeling within the town that Su- 
per League would not be un- 
happy at that result. As a small 
town team, without a large 
population base or anything 
else - apart from its tradition - 
to sustain it, Oldham have been 
bracketed with Halifax and 
Casdeford as the sort of clnbs 
who have little place in the fu- 
ture of Super League. 

“We have fell unwanted for 
some time," says Quinn. “But ^ 
there are two ways of reacting 
to all this - and one is to say •/ 
‘We’ll show them’. We won’t let 
them kick us out’.” 
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Edwards escapes ban 


Shaun Edwards has escaped 
without a ban after his sending- 
off at Leeds last week - which 
means that Giles Thomas will 
not make his full debut for the 
London Broncos at Salford 
tonighL writes Dave Hadfield. 

Edwards was found guilty of 
aiming a forearm at an oppo- 
nent but did not make contact. 
Thomas, a young recruit from 
rugby union in Worcester, 
would have started for Lhe first 
time, with the transfer-listed 
Josh White out of favour. 

The Bradford Bulls will col- 
lect the Stones Super League 


Championship trophy after 
their match against Paris at 
Odsal tonight. 

. Tire Leeds captain, Gary 
Mercer, has foiled in bis appeal 
against a five-match ban for a 
high tackle. With Adrian Mor- 
ley injured, the loose forward 
prospect, Kevin Sinfield. gets 
into the first-team squad for the 
first time, against Sheffield. 

The game -has been reas- 
sured by Chris Smith, Secretary 
of Slate for Culture, Media 
and Sport, that it will have full 
access to the planned Nation- 
al Academy of Sport. 


Wbridtiwr 
months a»ai. 
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Napier puts promising entry in the log 


Cricket 

JON CULLEY _ 
reports from Worksop 
Essex 440-7 v 
Nottinghamshire 


The view from this ground is 
much changed from when Es- 
sex were last entertained here 
in the 1930s. A few yards of ter- 
race in one corner is the only ev- 
idence of the old j'omt-lenancy 
with Worksop Town FC, ana 
where a clanking pithead once 
overlooked the scene the plain 
warehouse walls of a super- 


market provide the backdrop 
now. 

It is a curious place, with the 
stewards obliged to let caravans 
and mobile homes drive along 
the Central Avenue boundary 
on their way to the trailer park 
behind the pavilion, even dur- 
ing play. As outgrounds go, 
however, few are more hos- 
pitable, and it is always a shame 
when dubs who make an effort 
sec their annual jamboree hit 
by the weather, as this match 
was yesterday. 

But if Worksop CC were 
disappointed, so too was Gra- 
ham Napier, a 17-year-old 


making his Championship 
debut for Essex halting at No 
8, who may well have been de- 
nied a half-century on his big 
day when the weather dosed 
in two overs after lunch. It is 
possible Paul Prichard will 
declare overnight given the 
loss of so much time, leaving 
Napier, playing in place of the 
injured Ronnie Irani, strand- 
ed on 35 not out. 

Napier, who began the sea- 
son on a YTS contract, could 
have pursued a career in foot- 
ball. with Ipswich Town taking 
a keen interest in his goal- 
keeping skills. However, he 


told Essex he preferred crick- 
et and provided immediate ev- 
idence of his enthusiasm here 
by gathering five boundaries 
and confidently smiting Chris 
Tolley for six over backward 
point. 

Earlier, Paul Grayson 
reached 44 before falling to a 
catch at backward point off 
Kevin Evans and Danny Law 
enjoyed some good fortune in 
completing his first half-cen- 
tury since his move from Sus- 
sex with eight fours, before his 
progress was halted when he 
was caught at mid-off against 
Tolley. 


st 


Worcestershire stand their ground 


MIKE CAREY 


reports from Edgbaston 
Warwickshire 252 
Worcestershire 133-2 


REGISTER ON SUNDAY 


Win the ultimate prize 

A trip the liWS World Cup Final. 


■■ law. w) 

I [Tor 2, 50 


Independent 1' antusv 
Football League 


V THE 1 ^ 0 KPi^ni' v 


You would have got long odds 
against a side going through an 
entire session without taking a 
wicket on this seam bowlers’ 
pitch yesterday, but Warwick- 

chin> mnnuawt if. and inside 


two dropped catches that en- 
abled Richard Illingworth, the 
night-watchman, to progress to 
an unbeaten 76 that bothered 
them so much as “the catch that 
wasn’t" when Graeme Hick 
had made 10. 

A lengthy irmir^s by Hick, with 
hfci ability to put the loose ball din- 
icaJty away, would dearly be cru- 
cial in what is potentially a kiw 
scoring match: in the fourth over 
of the dav. he farced Doueic 


Knight was immediately sur- 
rounded by congratulatory- col- 
leagues, as is fashionable 
nowadays, hut Hick was not so 
sure and stood his ground. Um- 


pire Chris Balderstnne also had 
his doubts, his miit-amw 


his doubts, his colleague at 
square leg; Barrie Mever. was 
too far away to be consulted and 
so Hick stayed. 

He will be there again this 
morning to dig in once more 

aeainsL an niciHr vrh“' 1 ' «'*-»—•— 


Piper, the wicket-keeper, off 
Graeme Welch at 1 1, and by 
David Hemp, at slip, off the 
same bowler at 23. 

It was Illingworth's first 
Championship innings of the 
season and it showed. Not too 
many members of the fielding 
side felt obliged to join in the 
applause when he reached 50 • 
via a thick edge for four. But 
night-watchmen have always 
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0891 881 485 
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0930 161 567 
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the omciAL senvic? 

Of THl ENGUIMP^.WAUS... 
CUtCKrT BQAFO 


10-11 


The odds quoted by William 
Hill about Nasser Hussain 
succeeding Michael Atherton 
as captain of the England 
cricket team fallowing yes- 
terday's batting collapse. 
Alec Stewart is second 
favourite at 9-4, with Adam 
Hollioake at 5-2, Jack Rus- 
sell 20-1 and Mark Ram- 
prakash 25-11 
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Noi^ern Ire land’s World Cup 
<jualifymg campaign had gone 
awry long before Wednesday 
night confirmed its failure but 

there was canse for optiniMn b 

t the aftermath of their 3-1 defeat 

by Germany. 

Tbat'Northern Ireland were 
18 minutes from defeating the 
Europea n champions was im- 
P* tai&i re eno ugh. The way they 
went about the match, and the 
potential on show, augured 
even better. 

Northern Ireland’s task bore 
comparison with the World Cuo 
encounters between Wales and 
the Netherlands, but their exe- 
5 cation wasvery different. While 

- Wiles attempted to take on the 
Dutch as if they were equals, the 


puts hope in promising youth policy 


I nsh accepted they were facing 
ft^enor players and roncen- 
on defending and counter- 
The players were 

disciplined and intellinent stiffi™. 


the Germans in midfield when 
they aid not have the ball and 
breaking quickly when they did. 

Most encouraging of all were 
“ft performances of the ma- 
turing Keith Gillespie and the 
22~year-old Blackpool striker 
James Quinn. Gillespie played 
as an auxiliary right-back for 
much of the game but also had 
the confidence and energy to 
run at the Germans. Quinn 
formed a focal point of the at- 
tack in a manner beyond his sta- 
tus. He also produced a sublime 
pass for Michael Hughes' goal. 


“He will have the scouts 
watching him after that," said 
Bryan Hamilton yesterday. 
“We’ve been bringing hhn on. 
Wie’ve had Mm involved, then 
on the bench, then given him 10 
minutes here and 15 there. His 
touch is ftrrpTiPT^ hfa movement 
terrific and that was a quality 
pass. The discipline and ther 
shape of the side was fimrasrie. 
We played ever so well; for 70 
minutes 'we were as good as, 
maybe better than them.” 

Bert Vogts, his German 
counterpart, did not quite agree 
but he said: “If Northern Ireland 
continue to build Klee that with 
the young crop of players they 
have coming through, they have 
a good chance of qualifying for 


Glenn Moore 

on the ppsitive 
side to Northern . 
Ireland's defeat 

the next European Champi- 
onship.’’ _ 

The Irish are looking further 
ahead. Under Hamilton, the 
whole youth system has been 
overhauled with much of the 
wxk based on the successful Por- 
tuguese development system. 

This was evident at half-time 
when four mixed teams of pri- 
mary school age children played 
two small-sided games on the 
Windsor Park pitch. Both ' 
and girls showed une 


high awareness of space and 
neat skills. Surety they were rep- 
resentative teams? Apparently 
not, just schools sides and local 
youth club teams. 

"We are pleased with the 
progress,” Hamilton said. "It is 
a hungry area with many good 
young players, have a lot of 
good coaches and have tried to. 
involve all groups, such as 
schools and youth clubs, in 
playing mini-soccer. We have 
more youth internationals than 
ever before and more get- 
togethers. An under-21 team is 
the next stage, when we solve 
the financ ial situation.” 

Qualifying for a major com- 
petition would ease that prob- 
lem and Hamilton will be 


hoping for an easier group next 
time. That is another reason for 
seeking good results In the re- 
maining World Cup games, 
against Albania in Zurich and 
in Portu g al , as their Fife rank- 
ing position (currently 71st^ 
wifi influence their seeding. - 

More broadly, Hamilton is 
keeping a dose eye on changes 
in the Premiership where the 
flood of foreign players is re- 
stricting the chances of young 
Irishmen. The good ones will 
come through but the players do 
need the opportunity," he said. 

On the pins side, there is the 
growing influence of young 
Northern Ireland managers 
such as Martin O’Neill, Danny 
Wflson, Jimmy NichoD, Nigel 


Sd eShttaC’ 

“That isveiyimportant- ii isan- 
otber sign that footbaftmNorth- 
is heahlfy and alive. 
It seems to be prospering in 

Germany,- too. With home 
matches against Portugal, Ar- 
menia and Albania to come, 
qualification seems ^certain. 
■Tbey were impresavefy pa- 
tient,” Hamilton sativ- and tt 
you leave a little gap they wifi 

l^The^Wes coach, Bobby 
Gould, was seething yesterday 
after comments made, on BBC 
Whies by one of his predecessors 

in the Wfelsh job, John Tbshack. 

Gould was upset at the tele- 


virion commentary as his side 
lost 6-4 to Turkey m a World 
Cup qualifier in Istanbul on 
Wednesday. particularly 
Tbshack’s criticisms of the team, 
hs tactics and of Gould hims elf. 
Tbshack, manager of the Istan- 
bul dub Besiktas, was working 
at the match for BBC Whies as 

part of their commentary team. 

Gould said yesterday: “I 
called the BBC at 9am and rm 
still waiting for a reply from 
’ their head of sport.” 

Treharlc apparently respond- 
ing to a comment by Ian Gwyn 
Hughes, the BBC Whies corre- 
spSdent, that foe Wfelsh defence 
did not seem to know what was 

hum on, is reported to have said: 

“Neither does Bobby Gould.” 
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Popov gold 
as De Bruin 
misses out 


Sniulng 



apes 3® 


JAMES BVRRACK 
reports from Seville 

A dramatic victory and a dra- 
matic defeat vied for the main 
; at the European Cham- 
’ s here yesterday. The 
Alex Popov won his 
fourth consecutive European ti- 
tle in the 100 metres freestyle, 
while Irelands Michelle De Bru- 
in failed in her attempt to win a 
possible five gold medals when 
she finished second in the 400m 
freestyle. 

Popov’s victory marked an as- 
tonishing recovery from a stab- 
- bing incident in Moscow a year 
1 ago which nearly took his life. 
Leading from the first stroke, 
Popov gave an exhibition in 
freestyle swimming, finishing in 
a new championship record 
time of 49.09sec. With the 
World Championships just six 
months away, Popov signalled 
that he is still the man to beat 
The silver medal went to Swe- 
den’s Lais Forlander in 49.51 
and the bronze to Oleg Rouck- 
levitch, of Belarus, in 49.84. 

“In the morning I was not 
sure ^technique was there. So 


many things were going wrong 
in only my second race this 
year " Popov said. “So I went to 
the warm-down pool and 
worked on some things and this 
afternoon it was like I was bom 
again,” he said 

Stabbed in August, he was 
was back in the water in No- 
vember. “My body was dam- 
aged but my soul wasn’t,” he 
said “So the doctors fixed my 
body and off I go.” 

Popov’s strength is his fault- 
less technique which appears ef- 
fortless. “The water is your 
friend" he said “You don’t have 
to fight it, you just share the 
same spirit with it and it will 
help you move.” 

His press conference was 
packed. When he was late for 
another appointment he politely 
said: “If you 'll excuse me, I have 
to go.” The respect he has for 
others makes him the most 
popular champion in the sport 

A surprise result in the first 
final of the evening saw De Bru- 
in- the former Michelle Smith 
-beaten to gold by the German 
Dagmar Hase in a time of 4min 
09-52sec. The Irish woman fin- 
ished in 4:10.50, with the bronze 
going to another German, Ker- 



Germa try's Sandra Voelker gets off to a flying start In the 100m backstroke In Seville yesterday Photograph: Empics 


stin Kielgass, in 4:1CL89. De Bru- 
in led until the last 50 metres 
when Hase, the Olympic silver 
medallist, turned the tables on 
last year’s Olympic champion. 

*Tm in Atlanta form,” De 
Bruin, who had alreatfy won the 
400m individual medley and the 
200m freestyle, said “but the 
conditions here are terrible. 
It’s too hot and humid” 

. De Bruin next races tomor- 
row in the 200m individual 
medley and on Sunday in foe 


200m butterfly, the two races 
she won at the 1995 European 
Championships. 

The best British performance 
of the day came from the 18- 
year-old Sarah Price, who set a 
new British record in foe heats 
of foe 100m backstroke and 
should be pleased with a fifth 
place in the final. Britain's af- 
fair with fourth place continued 
as Adam Ruckwood narrowly 
missed a medal in the 200m 
backstroke and the women's 


4x1 00m freestyle team were 
unable to repeat the bronze they 
won in Vienna two years ago. 

Everyone in foe British team 
is hoping today will belong to 
Paul Palmer as he attempts to 
win his third gold medal in the 
400m freestyle. If successful, he 
will be the first Briton to win 
three European golds since Ian 
Black in 1958. 

Palmer faces an enthralling 
contest with the in-form Italian 
Emifiano Brembflla, who was 


fourth in Atlanta and who, like 
Palmer, is set on leaving here 
with foe main prize. 

“If I don’t win, I will go 
home disappointed. It’s my 
event,” said Palmer, who final- 
ly believes he belongs at this lev- 
el after nearly quitting the sport 
six months ago. “I feel like be- 
ing here is my job. I train in a 
professional set up and for the 
lust time I feel like rmaworid- 
dass swimmer." 

Results, Sporting Digest 




up to challenge 


Won-League notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 


Outside the GM Vhuxhafl Con- 
ference, foe non-League club 
making foe most news this sum- 
mer have been Kingstonian, 
who persuaded Geoff Chappie 
to step down a level to the Ids 
League Premier Division after 
13 seasons in charge of Woking. 

Chappie has been spending 
freely as he attempts to build a 
Kingstonian side capable of 
joining Woking in foe Confer-*, 
ence. David Leworfoy, foe for- 
mer Tottenham and Oxford 
United striker, was bought from 
Rushden & Diamonds for 
£18,000 - a huge fee by las 
League standards - whfle the ex- 
perienced pair of Terry Evans 
and Matt Crossley arrived from 
Wycombe Wanderers. 

However, Chappie's stay at 
Kingstonian may be dramati- 
cally cut short. Despite his suc- 
cess last season at Woking, 
whom he steered to a third FA 
Umbro Trophy success in four 
years and to foe third round of 
foe FA Cup, he was linked with 
a move to foe ambitious Ids 
First Division outfit, Aldershot 
Town. Since then foe Shots 
have lost their manager, Steve 
Wjgley, when he returned to his 
former club, Nottingham For- 
est, as youth-team coach soon 
after Chappie, who lives in 
Aldershot, joined Kingstonian- 

Aldershot chose their new 
manager after concluding inter- 


views last week, but had to 

cancel a press conference to re- 
veal his identity because his cur- 
rent dub were unhappy about 
releasing him from his con- 
tract without compensation. 
The Shots, who are desperate 
to complete their climb from the 

Ids Third Division to the Pre- 
mier, hope to be able to solve 
this problem and name their 
man next week. 

Chappie is not foe only Iris 
manager linked with a switch to 
Aldershot. George Borg is un- 
happy that his budgst at Enfield, 
last season's Premier Division 
r unn ers-up, has been cut, and 
he could be tempted by a fresh 
challenge. 

Enfield may not be among 
the front-runners this term but 
Sutton United hope to be - they 
followed Saturdays 2-0 home 
win over Hitchm with a thump- 
ing 6-0 triumph at Purfleet on 
Monday. Gravesend and North- 
fleet and the Essex side, Hey- 
b ridge Swifts, could also be 
challengers but; if Chappie stays 
at Kingstonian, they should be 
foe favourites for foe Ids title. 

The UniBond League starts 
its season tomorrow with Al- 
trincham, relegated from the 
Conference, against Barrow- 
foe pick of foe fixtures. 

Gresley Rovers, foe Dr Mar- 
tens League champions, have 
promoted Garry Billies, the 
former Nottingham Forest 
striker, to foe fill foe manage- 
rial vacancy created by Paul 
Futcheris move to Southport. 


Hill coy on Fbrmula One job prospects 


the l« 


y DERICK AUSOP 
■ reports from Spa-Rancorchamps 

Damon HTH will not base his de- 
asan an which team he is to dri- 
ve for next year on one race in 
the Anpws-Tftunaha: his sterling 
drive to second place, and al- 
most victory, in Hungary last 
time out. He admits be does not 
expect a sr mfl a ' r performance in 
Sunday’s Belgium Grand Prix 
here on this fast, spectacular 
circuit. 

According to the grapevine, 
however. Hill may have burned 


his boats with McLaren-Mer- 
cedes, bis preferred option. It 
is understood the team offered 
him a retainer of $2m [£1 -26m] 
plus $lm a win. Hill is thought 
to be seeking a $10m deal and 
to have rejected foe proposal 
That would appear to leave 
Jordan, foe team he turned 
down this season, as foe new 
favourites, with Frost and 
Sauber thus other possibilities. 
He could stay put, but 
stresses that his decision would 
not be based on his last, suc- 
cessful drive in the Arrows- 
Yamaha. McLaren’s David 
Couhhard, meanwhile, is linked 


with Jordan and Stewart-Ford. 

One of foe seats at Prost has 
been filled. Olivier Panis, who 
suffered double fractures of 
both legs in Canada, two 
months ago, has been given a 
new two-year contract. Panis is 

tinfendof foe season. 

On foe championship front, 
Michael Schumacher will be 
hoping his usual superiority on 
this track can fend off Jacques 
Vffleneuve’s Wflliams-RenanlL 
The Ferrari driver heads foe 
standings by just three points. 

Schumacher withered in foe 
face of Hill’s onslaught at Bu- 
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Football 

Spain are to prt forward a solo bid to 
host for the 2004 European Champi- 
onshfos.theSparashfoc«bafl federation 
president; Ang* Maria Vtac was reported 
as saying yesterday. There ha d bee n 
speculation that Spain would enter a 
joint bid with Portu^L 
would CUP arop MMe gjpgnfr 
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dapest and Ferraifs technical 
director, Ross Brawn, conced- 
ed a rare flaw in foe German's 
strategy. The tyres of Schu- 
macher’s car gave way as he en- 
deavoured to open a decisive 
early lead and Brawn said: “We 
ran too fast at foe start and we 
have to say it was a mistake on 
foe part of Michael, me, foe 
whole team.” 

Another rumour doing the 
rounds here is that the Ameri- 
cans could be recruiting Ni; 
Mansell again next season. 
fonnerRttimila One andlmfy^ 
Car champion is said to be in- 
teresting a number of teams 
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The history maker 

Alex Greaves takes women to new 
heights in racing, page 25 


sport 
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Victim of parlour politics 

Chris Hewett on the rugby 
legacy of Jack Rowell, page 26 



SIXTH TEST: England’s batsmen find weird and not very wonderful ways of dismissal as Australia gain advantage agairi^ 


Rampant McGrath wreaks havo<| 


DEREK PRINGLE 


reports from The Oval 
England 180; Australia 77-2 


For those who thought Eng- 
land's batting could not get 
any worse. The Oval provided 
a new benchmark yesterday, as 
the home side were bowled 
out for ISO on a blameless 
pitch as Glenn McGrath took 
7 for 76. Indeed, so poor was it 
that they are not so much a team 
in need of inspiration as evo- 
lution, and they wQI need to be- 
come verterbrate before they 
can hope to compete with the 
likes of Australia in the future. 

If one final straw was need- 
ed to dissuade Michael Ather- 
ton from re taining the England 
captaincy, then this was it and. 
tough though he undoubtedly is, 
he cannot surely have the stom- 
ach to captain a side whose col- 
lapses are now more frequent 
than a faulty deckchair. 

Capitulation on this scale 
has become something of a 
speciality for Atherton's men 
this series, and this was their 
sixth score of 200 or less of the 
summer. It has also become too 
symptomatic to be just shrugged 
off as one of those things. 

1 o lose eight wickets for 83 
runs in 26 overs, as England did 
yesterday afternoon, is care- 
lessness bordering on the neg- 
ligent. The tourists may be a 
superior force, but England 
played with the reckless aban- 
don of an end-of-term party. 

So much for the empty rhe- 
toric about having plenty to play 
for. If David Lloyd gave’ his side 
a verbal carpeting after Trent 
Bridge, then the real firework 
display should have been in full 
flow last night. England’s coach 
must now be close to reaching 
the end of his tether too. 

If there was a mitigating cir- 
cumstance after Atherton had 
won his first toss of the summer, 
it was that McGrath bowled ex- 
ceptionally well. He is the com- 
plete fast bowler, not West 
Indian express, but quick 
enough and with enough con- 
trol and movement to create the 
kind of pressure that the ma- 
jority of England's batsmen 
seem quite unable to cope with. 
To date he has taken 36 wick- 
ets in the series and now needs 
another six in England's second 
innings to equal Terry Alder- 



Numbirc 




effect 


of failure 


HENRY BJJQFELD 


At last everything seemed to be •£ * 
set fair for England’s batsmerf 
Mike Atherton had won the toss •- 
on an excellent pitch, Paul Re if _ 
fel has aheadyretumed toAus- . : 
tralia, Jason Gifle^ie was unfit : ■? ■ 
and the Australians, having 
won the series, may have been _ 
forgiven for concentrating more ■ 

on their appointment ai _; 
Heathrow next week. 

So, what prompted England's «- 
most depressing batting peri" 
formance of the summer? De- - . 
feat has a debilitating effect on . 
people, collectively and indi- 
vidually, and having been so;. 


convincingly outplayed in the [it 

"ft 


last four Tests, after raising ah 
: their 


The Australians celebrate as England’s Adam Hollioake stands motionless after being dean bowled by Shane Warne without playing a shot 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


man's Ashes record of 42 wick- 
ets set in 1981. 

Bowling exclusively from the 
Vauxhail End, the skinny New 
South Welshman removed 
Mark Butcher in the fifth over 
of the day, the Surrey opener 
dragging a wide long-hop on to 
the base of leg-stump. 

Two overs later, Atherton 
hims elf followed, the victim of 
a delivery that cut back sharply 
off tbe pitch to take the inside 
edge and provide Ian Healy with 
his 25th catch of the series. 

The captaincy issue cannot be 
helping matters - but while 
Atherton’s batting average as 
captain is far higher than his 


average before he came to take 
charge (45.35 as compared to 
41.15), it is different against 
Australia, where it remains just 
above 35 in each category. 

At 2638, Alec Stewart's av- 
erage is significantly lower, and 
Australia remain the one side 
he has never scored a Test cen- 
tury against. If he was to break 
that particular duck, however, 
nowhere would have been bet- 
ter than his beloved Oval, die 
place whose pitches are entire- 
ly responsible for his languid 
strokeplay. Once again he set off 
like a train, taking boundaries 
as easily as the local pickpock- 
ets might lift a wallet from a 


weary commuter at the tube sta- 
tion down the road. 

With Nasser Hussain using 
his bat more as a fly swat than 
something with which to make 
contact with a cricket ball, Eng- 
land were perhaps fortunate to 
add the 73 runs they did for the 
third wicket. But just as a big 
score looked possible for both 
Stewart and England, the Sur- 
rey man was adjudged Ibw to the 

first ball he faced after lunch. 
Having been stuck on 35 for 
over 20 minutes, Hussain even- 
tually lost the battle of wills, as 
he tamely drove McGrath to 
mid-on where Matthew Elliott 
took a smart diving catch. 


It was the dismissal that 
proved to be the catalyst for col- 
lapse, as Graham Thorpe, de- 
fying all known geometry, was 
bowled round his legs. It wasa 
soft dsmissal but it paled beside 
tbe one that followed an over 
later, when Adam Hollioake 
calmly watched a Shane Wame 
leg-break crash unchallenged 
into his middle and off stumps. 

Ttwag a humiliating way tngn, 

though Hollioake can consider 
himself unlucky, for he picked 
the delivery correctly. Unfor- 
tunately for him, the ball did not 
grip the surface and turn, as pre- 
vious deliveries had, and 
Warne's reputation for making 


batsmen look like fools was fur- 
ther enhanced. 

With a career to resurrect, 
Mark Ramprakash would have 
been full of nerves and expecta- 
tion. After squirting his first ball 
for two to square leg, the con- 
flicting emotions appeared to 
cancel each other ouL Or at least 
they did until McGrath got one 
to cut back and bounce and find 
its wiyvia glove, then hip, into the 
hands of Greg Blewett at short leg. 

It was a desperately unfor- 
tunate way to go and, as Eng- 
land's tail wagged merrily for 
once. Ramprakash will feel that 
his Test career may be blighted 
by means beyond his control. 


When Australia batted, the 
contest looked as if it was be- 
ing played on another level as 
eight boundaries were taken 
horn England's first eight overs. 
Then Phil Tufnell, bowling his 
first Test match deliveries on 
home soil for three years, re- 
moved both left-handers. 

On the day that Oasis released 
their eagerly awaited record 
“Be Here Now", ThfrieH's wick- 
ets did not provide the succour 
England need to finish this se- 
ries on a positive note. In fact 
England's batsmen, most of 
them Oasis Ians, would rather 
have been anywhere else- 

County cricket, page 26 


Lloyd angered by lack of survival instinct 


SCOREBOARD FROM THE OVAL 


DAVID LLEWELLYN 


So England's headless chickens 
came home to roost - again. 
Commendable though Glenn 
McGrath's seven-wicket haul 
was, there was no shortage of 
helpers. England's batsmen 
obliged at every opportunity. 
Gone, it seems are the days of 
true grit Bailey tbe Barnacle, 
Boycott who only gave up his 
wicket with extreme reluctance. 


or Tavare, who took root. In 
their place are young guns too 
often firing fro m the hip with- 
out thought for survival. 

“There were lads out there 
chasing the ball," said an in- 
credulous David Lloyd, the Eng- 
land coach. “That smacks of a 
lack of confidence to me. What 
was needed was to stay there, ex- 
tend the batting into tbe second 
day. But the big worry for me is 
once again we were blown away.” 

Sadly, those capable of hang- 


ing around, notably Michael 
Atherton and Alec Stewart did 
not nor did opener Mark Butch- 
er. While the stars formerly 
known as the Brat Pack - as 
Thorpe, Hussain and Ram- 
prakash were dubbed when they 
first appeared on the Test scene 
- left the ship sinking. The an- 
chorman, Stewart went shortly 
after lunch and so. with tbe cap- 
tain already overboard, all that 
stood between England and ut- 
ter humfliation wasa straggly tail. 


Lloyd admitted he had to 
strike a balance between crush- 
ing what little confidence may 
be left when, on paper at least 
four more days remain in which 
England can try to salvage 
something “I agonised about 
whether to, but in the end..." 
Lloyd trailed off. “They have let 
down the captain and myself 
badly. They have let themselves 
down as well. I am bitterly dis- 
appointed with today's perfor- 
mance, and frustrated.” 
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English hopes, including their 
own, try winning the first at Edg- 
bast on, the sense of let-down 
will have been greater. . " : 

After that first victory each « 
subsequent defeat will havfc 
been even more detnoxnlistng for : 
the side. Questions began tobe * 
asked about players who felt se- ~ 
cure after Edgbaston and foe . . . 
captain was once again tinder - 
threat All these things unsettle 
and undermine a dressing-room 
and turn it into a more intro- 
spective and depressing place. 

Then, of course, those bond- .■ 
ing sessions of archery and dri- 
ving Range Rovers blindfold arid ' 
doing other uncricket-related ac- 
tivities were roundly laughed at ’3 
by the media and others which iL-, 
did not help. Not suiprisingiyjfiK 
a siege mentality develops, self- 
belief is called into doubt and be- - 
fore long tbe mental fabric of the 
side is stretched and may even- 
tually break. ' 

It requires special qualities in 
a captain from prevent a side 
from being badly affected by 
these sort of pressures and it be- 
comes increasingly easy to 
imagine every time that the 
worst is going to happen. 

Then the final Tfest conies 
along with the Ashes already lost 
but with a weaker Australian 
bowling side against them and 
touring places to play for which 
should alone be an incentive. 

In a world of cold logic, it 
probably seems simple to sum- 
mon up everything for a final 
charge. In reality, defeats 
England have suffered thissanA.V' 
raer have a numbing effect. 

The captain has also said that 
he will fall on his sword if Eng- 
land do not now turn in a bet- 
ter performance which can 
hardly have settled nerves. 

Although England's batting 
on this first day was too awful 
for words even allowing for 
the excellent Australian bowl- 
ing, there was a sad sense of in- 
evitability about it all. 
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nude. 


across 

I A swinger dancing n 
wrapped in purple ( 8 ) 

6 First entrants in hall wan- 
tonly tucked into food - 

that’s a blowi ( 6 ) 

9 Cleaning ladys less-than- 

10 ^ dress ' 

II train absconding ac- 

Inrennittent supply of water 
finally obscured grave m- 

13 S?l 6 To 1 illy hookedon 
“rticular millinery? 


21 Smoker will leave this -ob- 5 Removed the ; soot and 
iections rebuffed! «4) . d«ued out (4.1 JJ) 

23 J Some thing offensive - hor- 6 Vbhmteersleft m i townwith- 
rible spiders etc. ( 10 ) . _ 


25 MUoo.c^fissc^ 7 


12 


Veto** to be seduced 
jjfgcuittoun- 
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16 See 13 
19 See 14 


^^To^5^’(l0) D ofLondon Globe .v 

26 Inmost stand up for the flag 8 . 

27 Girl’s vervn leased, certain- .vehicle (7) 

28 17 pWnamcWSnlme he- 

ms tested (Zp). . 

DOWN 18 Work with 500 jewels - fair 

2 English against adopting smsh^! (JO . 

mostlv, fixed arrangement 20 Artwork, attractive, but not 
of troops (7) One (7) ■ ., rr 

3 What you get from laughing 22 Required m jump perimeter 

at someone who’s fallen in (51 . 

the mud? (5,4) . 24 Chaps to yearn to foUpw 

4 A bit of steel found in up- Editor (5j 
• turned concrete beam (5) 


United deny 
move for 
Joao Pinto 

Fdotball 


According to press reports in 
ra-up Benfica are 


Portugal, hari 
considering selling their inter- 
national striker, Joan Pinto, to 
either Manchester United or 
Rangers. 

United's assistant secretary, 
Ken Ramsdcn, however, denied 
that they wanted to sign the 26- 
year-old, saying “there's ab- 
solutely no truth in ths story." 
Rangers had no comment. Ben- 
fica arc already believed to 
have received an offer in the re- 
gion of £11.5m from the Span- 
ish side Deportivo la Coruna. 

Doncaster Rovers have part- 
ed company with their player- 
manager. Kerry Dixon. Admin- 
istrators in charge at the finan- 
cially troubled Third Division 
dab said that Dixon had agreed 
to leave by “mutual consent." 

Everton's attempt to sign 
Dean Saunders from Notting- 
ham Finest has failed because 
the dubs could not agree on a 
fee. Howard Kendall, Everton's 


, said they were not pre- 
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"iTTijdjcd by PuHotuAP fcKjcavailaW* from HW 0L9SH 


to meet Forest's asking 
price of £lm for the 33-vear-old 
striker. Forest have signed Dave 
Beasant on loan from South- 
ampton - the 38-year-oid goal- 
keeper will make his debut at 
Oxford United tomorrow. 

Blackburn's goalkeeping wor- 
ries worsened when Michael 
Watt, w-ho is on loan from Ab- 
erdeen, suffered a suspected 
broken jaw when he collided 
with a team-mate. Tore Peder- 
sen, in a reserve game on 
Wednesday. Rovers have just 
one fit keeper, John FiJan.’ 



Woodward favourite for Rowell job Jf 


Rugby Union 


CHRIS HEWETT 


Ian McGeechan obviously start- 
ed a trend when he turned 
down the chance to coach Eng- 
land through to the next World 
Cup in just over two years' 
time. Yesterday. Richard Hill 
and Bob Dwyer revealed that 
they too found foe appeal of the 
Twickenham hot seat less than 
irresistible and promised instead 
to keep faith with their respec- 
tive clubs, Gloucester and 
Leicester. 

There were, however, in- 
triguing indications from Rug- 
by Football Union insiders that 
Give Woodward, foe former 
England centre and current 
Bath coach, might head a peck- 
ing order that is shortening 


drastically by the day. Wood- 
ward insisted earlier this week 
that he had not been ap- 
proached. but Bill Beaumont, 
the new chairman of the na- 
tional playing committee, con- 
firmed yesterday morning that 
contact had now been made. 

One appointment docs look 
to have been all but finalised in 
the wake of Jack Rowell’s de- 
cision to step down as coach af- 
ter three and a half years in foe 
front line. Roger Uuley, who 
played alongside Rowell at Gos- 
forth in foe mid-1970s, is set to 
adopt a managerial role de- 
signed to lake at least some of 
the sunin and pressure from the 
shoulders of the new coach. 

A combination of Uttley and 
Woodward would not, on the 
face of h, bea bad thing. Wood- 
wurd has emerged over the last 


couple of seasons as foe most 
imaginative and adventurous of 
the younger generation of top- 
flight coaches, while Ultley's 
hard-bitten pragmatism was an 
important factor behind Eng- 
land’s compelling march to the 
World Cup final in 1991. 

Yesterday, both Hill and 
Dwyer ruled themselves out of 
contention for foe No 1 post by 
citing club commitments. “I 
have made it clear that ray du- 
ties to Gloucester must come 
first," Hill said. “There is no 
chance of my taking a full-time 
role with England, although 
the club are happy for me to 


management board, bad been 1 
the most agonising of his rug- W7 


continue my coaching with Eng- 
land A" 


Meanwhile, McGeechan 
confessed that his decision to re- 
ject overtures from Fran Colton, 
foe vice-chairman of the RFU*s 


by career. “All in all it was very 
difficult, very confusing and I 
might well regret it," he said 
during a rugby broadcast on Sky 
TV 

The former Scotland coach 
flatly rebuffed reports tbat his 
links north of the border per- 
suaded him to spike the Eng- 
land option and stay with 
Northampton. “I was very dose 
to a lot of Scottish players but 
ultimately, it wasn't the reason 
I didn't put ray name forward. 
I think that in the professional 
game, you will get internation- 
al coaches moving around. 
There were all sorts. of other 
things in the equation: if it was 
all black and white, it would 
have been easy." 

RoweU political victim, page 26 
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Ballesteros bothered by tinning troubles 


Golf 


ANDY FARRELL 

reports from Straffan, Co Kildare 


Bedevilled by foe ravages of jet- 
lag and having breakfasted to tbe 
gpiy sight of English wickets tum- 
bling at The Oval. Colin Mont- 
gomerie roused himself to set a 
new course record, an eight-un- 
der-par 64, at foe K Gub. 

Montgomerie led by one 
from Si even Richardson and the 
Swede Niclas Fasth. whose 
name only had to appear on the 
leaderboard for slow play to 
once again become an issue, as 
it did ai Loch Lomond during 
the World Invitational. The 
feeling then was foe lour was 
not doing enough. 

Application of foe same reg- 


ulation yesterday angered one 
of the tour's bigger fish, the Ry- 
der Cup captain. “It was like wc 
were being bunted," said Seve 
Ballesteros. “It is not normal to 
have three referees timing you. 
There were two referees just on 
one par- three." 

Ballesteros's threebalL which 
also included the defending 
champion, Ber-Ulrik Johansson, 
and tnc Dubliner Padraig Har- 
rington. was first warned on 
their from nine. But by the time 
they came off the first green 
(their 10th), they were 15 min- 
utes behind schedule and Andy 
MeFcc. the tournament direc- 
tor. put ihcm on the clock 
again. 

The only bad timing came 
from Ballesteros on foe fifth tee. 
He took 64 seconds instead of 


the 50 he was allowed. By now 
McFee had been called to an- 
other group and an assistant, 
Miguel Vitiaor, had to give 
Ballesteros the news that one 
more bad time would mean a 
£500 fine and a one-stroke 
penalty. 

McFee returned to greet 


missed short putts. We all lost 


rhythm after that." They came 
off thee 


the dock with three holes to 
play, bui lost 10 minutes in that 
time. Their four hours and 38 
minutes for foe round was 18 
minutes over schedule^ 

“It is my job to draw the line 
somewhere," McFee said. “It 


Ballesteros at the fifth green and actually helps foe group in front 
got an earfuL Ballesteros's con- for a three ball like Seve’s to be 


tendon was that their group had 
a large gallery, and that the sig- 
nificance of the occasion for 
Harrington, who is trying to 
make the Ryder Cup team, 
and Johansson, whose place is 
not absolutely assured, should 
be taken into account. 

"The whole group were af- 
fected," Ballesteros, who shot 
a 73. said. “I three-putted and 
Harrington and Johansson both 


two or three minutes over, but 
there is a limit." 

■Terry Coates, who threatened 
to resign as chief executive of 
the Women's European Tbur af- 
ter an AGM in May turned into 
what he described as a “bear-' 
pit", is to step down as soon as 
a successor can be found. ■ 
European Open scores, 
Digest, page 27 
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